Excerpts From Developing Virtue Girls’ School

Seniors’ Talks
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Suzanne Zhang: I am very grateful for
CTTB, because it allowed me to understand
myself more deeply, and it also stimulated
some of my potentials that would not have
been stimulated if it was not here. I was
always a shy, timid, and introverted person.
I would never be pro-active at making new
friends. Even if I was among a group of
friends, I would simply follow them and
not hold any opinions of my own. However,
CTTB and the people I met here gave me a
whole new understanding of myself.

In the

understand a single word during class

beginning, I could not
because of the language barrier. Therefore,
in order to carry out classes regularly,
many classmates who knew both Chinese
and English translated to me every single

word that teachers taught during classes.
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In addition, no matter what I said, people did not laugh at me;

instead, they would always encourage me. Slowly, I started to speak
up in classes and join class discussions. With everyone’s help, I
overcame the language barrier within half a year.

But the changes I made did not stop there. In tenth grade,
teachers and classmates suggested to me that I should run for class
rep. I have never thought of becoming a leader before, and I did not
think that I embodied any qualities of a leader. However, people
still gave me the chance and the courage. Then, during the summer
of my 11th year, I became the head counsellor for summer camp.
And now, I became the president of the student body.

I have never thought the quiet me before could have grown
into the me today. If it was not for CTTB, I might never have
discovered this side of myself. Although there are still many
improvements to be made, I am trying my best to serve others and
to repay the community that has offered me so much help and
support by letting the kindness and compassion be passed down.

Klare Hu: If there is one thing I know about this monastery,
it is that everyone carries just as much responsibility to live out the
ideals of Venerable Master Hua, who I believe to this day is still

here with us, and has never left.
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CTTB has taught me a lot of things, among them the perseverance and

importance of faith in our lives. As a community, we have to have trust in one
another and the willingness to forgive another when someone has done us
wrong,. I also learned a lot about self-improvement. Every year during New
Year’s, I would hear Venerable Master’s recorded talks about getting rid of
our old habits and being diligent on our paths to learn the Buddhadharma.
However, this faith in renewing ourselves that comes around once a year
shouldn’t just be a New Year occasion, but a daily mindset to reinvent
ourselves for the better. I realized that I should not wait around passively,
but instead, try to engage in the present moment to find out what my values
are regardless of other people’s passing remarks.

Venerable Master taught me that we shouldn’t forgo our roots in pursuit
of the branches. I am extremely grateful for all that I have learned here from
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master Hua, students, teachers, and
volunteers.

Karmen Yap: While studying here, I had a lot of time to reflect upon
my conduct. It often feels as if T was carrying a magnifying glass in my hands

to identify clearly all of the problems I need to change over time. I am very
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blessed to attend schools founded by Venerable Master Hua. One time, I was
giving a tour for a group of students who came here for class trip from another
school. Then, one of the students asked me why the roads are named the way
they are. I responded to him saying that our founder, Venerable Master Hua,
named the streets.

On that day after school, I paid attention to the name of the street where
I first arrived, which is right between the dorm and the school. T was shocked
when it said the “Giving Way.” I felt like Venerable Master Hua wanted me
to not only practice giving, but also to tell me to “give away” or let go of my
afflictions. Whenever I look up at the sky above CTTB, I feel at peace and it
broadens my heart.

I would like to say thank you to everyone in CTTB for teaching me how to
be a human, and thank you for giving me chances to change my bad habits. I am
very grateful for my parent’s effort and their contributions to my life. Without
them, I would not have been able to come here. As I am entering college soon,
I will bring what I have learned from the Developing Virtue Girls’ School with
me, and will not forget what Venerable Master Hua once said: “Everything is
okay!”

Helen Wang: I am very grateful for CTTB, because it allowed myself to
find a better Helen. Before I came to CTTB, I was quite different from who I
am right now.

I made a very daring decision to come to CTTB and attend the summer
camp alone. It was a big challenge for me, being a child who had never stepped
out of her own country and at the same time who didn’t speak English so well.
In the beginning of the summer camp, I could not understand what the teachers
were saying during class because of the language barrier. And because of the

different climate here, I got sick in the middle of the summer camp. At that

36| EMERE —o—LFEARL

A o G — (BT LA

SEERY
& FSERAGHE B - EhRTtA
THIRZEY) -

EREH - R EERER
[FE RV ERECE » FEE s > W
Ry AN AR/ R BB E > A
GIESIEREHIAE IR o R B DL R B 1
2 N Ry BRI Ry A HIFR >
SR EH CATRE BB > [ #HR22

R4 REEMEEESONE 12

SRR T B TSP £
E’\JE o DULREAT AR R LBy B - 12
R > SCEHERGA RS RS - i
PR G & 2R - (B AT O
AR ORE - fEam st A (RN - &2
HIRKEET - FEFEEE R A EAIA - &
A —E L EHVE EKZ’—‘?/HHLE% °
it MIE S TR IREES
= HPREE ﬁzﬁ%ﬁﬁ%’“‘fﬁ GRS
HHVELC -

FFHP A DUERAAREZEAC - 4l
FEEZER A DT EIROCE R - 25
Py AR £ — (i B AR EE o - FiisAE -
WREER LN T —UHERE ) 7Y



time, I just wanted to finish the summer camp and go back home.

However, I arrived here to attend the school a year after the summer camp. Until now,
I still can’t believe that the school accepted me as a junior student. My first semester was
really a struggle. Luckily my classmates never laughed at me, and they were always kind to
me. At the same time, teachers always gave me support.

These several months, all the seniors, including me, received many offers from different
colleges, and I feel really happy because I know that if I had never attended the Developing
Virtue Girls’ School I would never have had this result. I would like to say thanks to CTTB
and DVGS, because this place has made me become a better person. I hope I can have a
chance to pay back CTTB and the school in the future.

Ellie Ng: My story here is not the typical inspirational transformation story of a bad
kid turning over a new leaf. Rather, my attitude towards life and my thought processes
is central to my growth. At the tender age of twelve, my parents decided to send me here
to study and train. And I would occasionally break down and insist on going back home.
However, they patiently taught me how to tend to my emotions. They would tell me that
everything occurs for a reason. We meet different people in different stages of our lives for
the same reason. They are there to teach us a lesson. Despite their values, their mannerisms,
their appearances, or their backgrounds, there is always something there for us to learn.
‘What we learn from the people we encounter in life will form the person that we are.

I have come to a realization that I have the power to choose how I present myself to
others, but I do not have the power over how other people will view me. Even now, I am
still in the process of a major mental revolution. In the past years, I have heard Venerable
Master’s quote: “Everything is okay” repeatedly. Yet my advances stopped at theory and
never seemed to move on to actual practice. In my final year, there has been many incidents
that tested my patience, endurance, and level-headedness.

With laziness being one of my greatest weaknesses, it only seems fitting that moving
from theoretical knowledge to practical usage is my final hurdle. There was a period of
time in the past months that I felt myself give up. I thought to myself that after the many
years here, it is finally time to take a break; little did I know that it was the little demon
within me tempting me to let go. It took a lot of perseverance and determination on my
part to draw me out of the stupor I was in, and it only seems right to end the journey here
on a high note.

At this time, I want to express my gratitude to my parents who supported me
unconditionally, and gave me the strength to persevere through all sorts of challenges.
I also want to thank my teachers for patiently teaching me. I would not be who I am
without the precious pearls of wisdom and knowledge from my teachers. I am also very
grateful to the few friends who always let me have my way, who care for me, and have stuck
with me through thick and thin.

Xinze Zhang: Four years ago, when I came to CTTB with elementary level English,
everything here was a test. When I was at home, I received praises from people, which
lifted my ego to the sky. When I met so many outstanding people at DVGS, 1 finally
understood the meaning of a Chinese saying “No matter how good you think you are,
there is always someone out there that is better.”

In the beginning when I barely knew any English, I started to observe others. When
I see some good qualities, I will try to learn from them. When I see other’s weaknesses,

I will reflect myself to see if I have the same problem and correct it. The life of being an
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observer has not only taught me to learn from others, but it also taught me
to pull back my pincers. I am leaving this place in a few months; I deeply
appreciate what this place has taught me. The aggressive little crab is now
a soft-hearted crab.

Everything has been arranged for the best. I personally really like this
sentence. Because of this sentence, I don’t lose hope or courage when I
am down and it stops me from being puffed up. Everything I have been
through is what I need to experience. Life is not a series of incidents but a
series of necessary events. This has taught me to live with a natural mind,
and use it to face the ups and downs in my life. My future self will surely
be grateful for what I have experienced.

Jaddie Tan: It is unfortunate to say, one of the deciding factors for my
coming here was because I thought the world was going to end in 2012.
I thought if the world was truly going to end, I might as well live in the
temple when the end comes. It is obvious that the world did not end in
2012, yet due to this little misunderstanding, I made the right choice for
coming here.

When coming to a place like this, there are many things for us to
learn. However one thing I believe I got out of this place would be the skill
of wiping tables. It is the basic motion of dragging a damp cloth across
the surface of the table, but I believe that there is more to it. Beyond the
cleansing of surface tops, wiping tables involves both precision and speed.
Making sure that the food bits don’t fall off the side of the table, and
efficiently gathering it within the folds of the cloth.

My experiences over here is similar in that sense. Learning to pick
up speed, not being the last one to meals. From the experience of wiping
tables, I learned a lot about being both patient and mindful, being
attentive to the surface which I am cleaning, as well as learning to pace
myself according to others rather than living in a world of my own. It also
enables me to expand my horizon. Just like gathering food into one area,
we should try to reach out to different people, because together we can
accomplish a lot, and work towards a common goal.

Similar to charity foundations, every penny counts—all the lessons
I've learned has impacted my life. I am soon going to continue onto the
next leg of my journey. I am very grateful to have come here for high
school, not to mention, I would have never imagined myself attending
school in this place.

Vanessa Sun: Although I have been here for many years, I believe
that I have gained the most during last year. Perhaps it is because as our
time here gradually runs out, the tests come running towards us; we are
running a marathon and on our final lap many obstacles start to arise,
persuading us to give up.

Within the four years we meet many of the eight sufferings: the
suffering of being separated from loved ones, the suffering of associating
with those we dislike, and the suffering of being unable to obtain what one

desires. By experiencing these sufferings we learn to have more patience,
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understanding, and empathy for one another. However, I must admit that despite
all the wonderful things I have gained here, they are often blurred in my daily life.
Although we often say that we should “walk in other people’s shoes,” the truth is
that when we are in the heat of the moment, out comes criticism and slander.

The teachers use their time and patience to benefit the students’ learning and
try to understand what each student is going through; I have not always appreciated
their efforts because there is this notion I had that teachers are like super-humans.
They didn’t have tempers and when they did then they are not good teachers. I
forgot that teachers are still humans; they are still learning, just like us.

Only last year, I have come to fully recognize this weakness in me. My ego
constantly stops me from reflecting on my mistakes and push any issues or problems
in my character onto others as their flaws. It is only now do I realize that courage
is something that is truly difficult to obtain; it may not be difficult to have courage
to face your enemies, but to have courage to face yourself is something that I am
still struggling with.

Although it is difficult, 'm glad that I was able to come to an understanding
with myself while I am here. Despite the difficult times here without many of the
comforts of a home, the lessons I have gained definitely outweigh those comforts. I
am really happy that I was able to receive education here and I sincerely hope that
in the future I can come back for frequent visits.

Alexis Yap: There is one restroom in the world I will never forget; that is
the one I had to clean in the dorm during my boarding years in the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. Studying in a Buddhist boarding school meant generous hours
of community service and a countless list of chores. I was especially lucky when
it came to toilets. The realization of graduation and the low possibility of ever
cleaning this place again leaves an aching disappointment in my heart.

While other high school students were experiencing butterflies at the sight of
their crushes, I was experiencing the undulant horror at the thought of having to
possibly clean toilets for the rest of my high school life. Growing up, I never had
to lay a finger on the dirty dishes, much less a dirty toilet. Unaccustomed to such
a work, I silently screamed at the universe for bestowing such a curse upon me.
Bending down to clean the insides of a toilet bowl left me scarred for life; T always
finish my job looking like I have fought through a war.

Over time, the toilet stalls became less of an enemy, but rather a friend who
had wisdom to offer. I began to find acceptance and even interest in cleaning the
restroom. The flush of a cleansed toilet bowl brought me a sense of satisfaction
and appreciation for the janitors out there who do this on a daily basis. Little did I
know, this curse became my greatest blessing.

This job has opened the narrow space in my heart to encompass more
compassion in my everyday life. I started to feel for those who were suffering and
it fueled me to make positive impacts in my community and abroad. For once in
my life, it was no longer about me. My words became softer, my smile became
more genuine, and my soul became livelier. Cleaning a restroom might seem
insignificant, but this space has allowed me to feel and do things I never imagined
I would do. It has taught me what it really means to be human, and that has made

all the difference in my life. &
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