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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Adolf Hitler
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on January 9, 1988
English Translation by Xing Hongfei
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Adolf Hitler, the German dictator, was born in 1889, and died in 1945. In
1919 he and his supporters formed the Nazi Party, of which he appointed
himself the leader. In 1933, Hitler was named chancellor of Germany.
The same year, he proclaimed himself head of state. He disbanded all
opposition parties, established a dictatorial government and promoted
militarism. Hitler’s campaign slogan was “Cannons instead of Butter.”
In addition to restructuring and greatly strengthening the military, he
instituted compulsory military service. In 1939, Germany carved up
Poland—the act which caused World War II—and then, without delay the
German army swept over Europe.

Hitler was cruel and ruthless by nature. Harboring a profound
conviction in the supremacy of the Germanic peoples, he undertook the
genocide of the Jews. He also brutally ordered hundreds of thousands of
Ukrainian soldiers to be buried alive. His initial attack on the Soviet Union
was successful, but he subsequently lost because he violated the cardinal
rule of military strategy when tried to fight on two fronts simultaneously,
inviting his own defeat. When, on May 7, 1945, Germany unconditionally
surrendered to the Allied Forces, the whereabouts of this genocidal devil
was not known. No one knows how he met his end, but he had earned

eternal infamy.

Commentary:

Water Mirror is meant to serve as a mirror for people in the world so that
they can reflect on themselves: who is wholesome, who is unwholesome, who
is good, and who is evil. Those who are good or wholesome, we can learn from
them; those who are evil or unwholesome, we can use them as a mirror so as to
avoid making the same mistakes. If you find the most outstanding or virtuous

people in any country, you are welcome to write about them and send me their
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stories. Each piece should not exceed 200 words in Chinese, and
not exceed 400 words in English. I hope the stories you provide
can become a mirror for self-refection for people of the past,
present, and future. Through self-reflection, may the people in
the future will not be so reckless or ruthless and slaughter people
of the world. This is very meaningful work! We welcome all of
you—Chinese, American, and friends from all other countries to
submit your precious articles.

Today we will lecture on Hitler. In the recent era, there were
three eccentrics that I knew of: Hitler, Mussolini and Chiang
Kai-shek. All were outstanding yet eccentric figures. Ordinary
people don’t understand them. All three seem incomprehensible,
because their ideas were so different from those of normal people.
Thus it is difficult to make sense of their deranged behavior.

Hitler is known for his association with the Nazi party. In
a truly impartial and unprejudiced world, political parties and
factions would not exist. As soon as people split into opposing
groups, things become unfair. If a person belongs to the same
party, you are supposed to protect him; if he belongs to a
different party, you are supposed to eliminate him. So you can see
why aligning yourself with a party is bad: people who share the
same ideals become your friends, while those with different ideals
become your enemies. In truth, we should not have enemies. We
Buddhists should never harbor hostility towards others. What
makes Buddhism unique is that a Buddhist has no enemies.
Christianity preaches love of your enemies. So in Christianity
there is still a concept of enemy. In Buddhism, there is no such
thing as an enemy. Only by thinking in this way can we free
ourselves from the need to take a political stance.

You have just been talking about Hitler. Teacher Zhuo spoke
especially truthfully. Her statements were very just and fair.
Hitler was a German dictator who was born in 1889 and died in
1945. In 1919, he and a group of like-minded people who only
cared about themselves got together and formed the Nazi Party.
The party members were all selfish and self-benefiting. Because of
this, the Nazi Party was the most selfish party. Hitler appointed
himself the leader—the party chairman.

In 1933, he became German Chancellor. The same year,
he appointed himself head of state. He had a leader’s charisma.
Many of his fellow party members helped to advance him, and
soon he was appointed national leader. This is equivalent to self-

appointment.

s> To be continued
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