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The Twenty-seventh Patriarch,

Venerable Prajnatara
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on August 8, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The Venerable Prajfiatara was from Eastern India. Once, when the king and
the Patriarch Purnamitra were riding together in a carriage, they passed
Prajnatara, who bowed before them. The Patriarch Purnamitra asked him, “Do
you remember the past?” The Venerable answered, “I remember that in a kalpa
long ago, I dwelled in the same place as you, Master. You expounded on the
Mahaprajhaparamita Siitra and I recited that profound Sutra. Today’s meeting
tallies with past causes.” The Patriarch commented to the king, “This youth is

none other than the Bodhisattva Great Strength.”

Later, a king in Southern India once invited the Venerable One to a vegetarian
meal. The king asked him, “Everyone else present is reciting Sutras. Why are
you not reciting, too, Master?” The Venerable One replied, “This one of poor
origins does not follow the multitude of conditions when exhaling, and when
inhaling, I do not abide in the skandhas and realms. In this way, I always recite
a Sutra that consists not of one or two scrolls, but of hundreds of thousands
of millions of scrolls.” Later, after the Venerable One passed the Dharma to
Venerable Bodhidharma, he took a seat and emitted light from both hands,

which transformed into a fire in which he self-immolated.

Commentary:

The Venerable Prajfiatara was from Eastern India. Once, when the king
and the Patriarch Purnamitra were riding together in a carriage, they passed
Prajnatara, who bowed before them. Venerable Prajfiatara, the twenty-seventh
patriarch in India, was from Eastern India. One day the king of Eastern India
and Patriarch Purpamitra, who was the twenty-sixth patriarch, were in a carriage
together, driving through town. At the time, Venerable Prajnatara was a young
beggar in the marketplace. He approached the carriage and paid his respects to
Patriarch Purnamitra.

The Patriarch Purnamitra asked him, “Do you remember the past?” The
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Venerable answered, “I remember that in a kalpa long ago, I dwelled in
the same place as you, Master. You expounded on the Mahaprajfiaparamita
Siitra and I recited that profound Sutra. Today’s meeting tallies with past
causes.” Venerable Prajnatara answered Patriarch Purnamitra, saying, “I recall
that a long, long time ago, I was with you, Dharma Master. At that time you
were explaining the Mahaprajna Sutra. 1 recited and studied that unsurpassed
and profound Sutra, which you explained. I investigated Great Vehicles Sutras.
That is why we meet again now. It must be because of previous conditions.”

The Patriarch commented to the king, “This youth is none other than
the Bodhisattva Great Strength.” Patriarch Purnamitra said to the king, “This
youth is none other than one of the three sages of the Western Land. He is Great
Strength Bodhisattva appearing as a virgin youth.”

Later, a king in Southern India once invited the Venerable One to a
vegetarian meal. The king asked him, “Everyone else present is reciting
Sutras. Why are you not reciting, too, Master?” One day, the king of Southern
India invited Venerable Prajhatara to go there for a feast. After the meal, the
king asked the Venerable One, “Right now everyone else is reciting Sutras. They
are chanting Sutras. Why is the Venerable One not chanting, too?”

The Venerable Prajiatara replied, “This one of poor origins does not,
when exhaling, follow the multitude of conditions.” He said, “When I
breathe out, I do not follow all the various conditions. I don’t go along with the
crowd. I don’t entertain the mundane.”

“And when inhaling, I do not abide in the skandhas and realms.”
Breathing in, I do not reside in forms, feelings, cognition, formations, or
consciousness—the five skandhas. Nor do I reside in the eighteen realms.”

“In this way, I always recite a Sutra that consists not of one or two
scrolls, but of hundreds of thousands of millions of scrolls.” This is the type
of Sutra that I constantly recite. And I recite hundreds of thousands of millions
of scrolls, not just one or two. I am not attached to Sutras in their material form
so that I must take hold of a sutra and recite a scroll or two. I am reciting Sutras
all the time.

The eighteen realms include: eyes, ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind;
forms, sounds, smells, tastes, contacts, and dharmas—which are the six sense
organs and six sense objects. Add to those the six sense consciousnesses—seeing,
hearing, smelling, tasting, touching, and thinking—and that makes eighteen
realms.

Later, after the Venerable One passed the Dharma to Venerable
Bodhidharma, he took a seat and emitted light from both hands, which
transformed into a fire in which he self-immolated. After Venerable Prajhatara
transmitted the wonderful Dharma of the mind-to-mind seal to Venerable
Bodhidharma, he emitted light from both his hands, which transformed into

the true fire of samadhi. With that he cremated himself.

5 To be continued

Mayr 2017 Vasra BopHi Sea 113

o 5 > ‘ S3IHdVED0Ig

=1
=





