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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE:
THE SPiriTUAL POWERS OF 4 TATHAGATA
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

The earth quaked in six ways. All the worlds throughout the ten directions
simultaneously quaked in six ways.

We have mentioned the six kinds of earthquakes many times. They are
quaking, roaring, cracking, shaking, rising, and heaving. Whereas quaking,
roaring, and cracking describe the sound of the quake, shaking, rising, and
heaving describe the movement of the quake. The six kinds of earthquakes are
analogous to the interchangeable functions of the six sense faculties—eyes,
ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind. Each of the six kinds of earthquakes has
three different degrees. For example, the “shaking” earthquake can be classified
as shaking, universal shaking, or omnipresent shaking. “Quaking” earthquakes
come in the varieties of quaking, universal quaking, and omnipresent quaking.
Each of the other four kinds of quaking also has three sub-classifications, thus

making eighteen kinds in all, corresponding to the eighteen sense realms.

Sutra:

Living beings in those worlds, including gods, dragons, yaksas,
gandharvas, asuras, garudas, kimnaras, mahoragas, humans, and non-
humans, by means of the Buddha’s spiritual powers, saw immeasurable,
limitless billions of kotis of Buddhas seated on lion thrones beneath
jeweled trees in the Saha world. They also saw Sikyamuni Buddha,
together with the Tathagata Many Treasures’, seated on the lion thrones

within the jeweled stiipa. They also saw immeasurable, limitless billions
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of kotis of Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas, as well as the fourfold
assembly, reverently surrounding Sikyamuni Buddha. Secing

this, they experienced great joy as never before.

Commentary:

Living beings in those worlds throughout the ten directions,
including gods in the heavens; dragons that fly in the sky; yaksas,
speedy ghosts; gandharvas, the music spirits who perform in the
court of the Jade Emperor; asuras who like to fight; garudas, the
great golden-winged peng birds; kimnaras, music spirits in Jade
Emperor’s court who can dance. Their music is millions of times
better than music in the human realm. If people ever heard this
music, they would fly. How could they fly? Their thoughts would
fly. Their thoughts would fly off into the heavens. Mahoragas
are big pythons. Why did they turn into pythons? They fell into
the animal realm because although they cultivated, they did not
uphold the precepts. There were also humans, and non-humans.

By means of the Buddha’s inconceivable spiritual powers,
they saw immeasurable, limitless billions of kotis of Buddhas
seated on lion thrones beneath jeweled trees in the Saha world.
Under each and every Bodhi tree, there was a lion throne, each
of which was five yojanas high. Sitting on the lion thrones were
transformation bodies of Sakyamuni Buddha. They also saw
Sﬁ.kyamuni Buddha, together with Tathagata Many Treasures,
seated on the lion thrones within the jeweled stipa.

They also saw innumerable, limitless billions of kotis of
Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas who emerged from the ground, as
well as the fourfold assembly, bhiksus, bhiksunis, upasakas, and
upasikas, reverently surrounding Sakyamuni Buddha.

Seeing this, they experienced great joy as never before. All
beings in the ten directions saw these spiritual powers of the
Buddha and felt delighted. They said, “We had never witnessed

such an inconceivable occurrence before.”

Sutra:

Just then the gods in space called out in a loud voice: “Passing
from here through immeasurable, limitless billions of kotis of
asamkhyeyas of worlds, there is a land called the Saha world.
Within it is a Buddha named Sikyamuni, who now, for the
sake of all the Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas, is explaining a Great
Vehicle Siitra known as Wondrous Dharma Lotus, A Dharma
Jor the Teaching of Bodbisattvas, Protected and Treasured by
the Buddhas. You should all rejoice deeply within your hearts,

and bow and make offerings to Sikyamuni Buddha.”

53 To be continued
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