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by Bin Peng / English Translation by Huali Yuan

Cherishing Youth Day was celebrated at Gold Sage Monastery on March
26, 2017. Gold Mountain Monastery and the City of the Dharma Realm
joined the celebration. One of the most popular programs for both children
and adults was the Vegetarian Food Fair. On this day, dozens of various
vegetarian dishes from many countries were displayed in different booths
for everyone to taste. The food included desserts, homemade drinks, main
course dishes, sushi, marshmallows and popcorn. Dozens of volunteers over
a period of a week prepared all the food in order to offer the guests a day rich
in vegetarian delights.

Among the many performances, there was a simple storytelling. This
story, told by Teacher Peter was one of the most popular events!

The girl students from Gold Sage Monastery Sunday School played
guzheng, pipa and other musical instruments. They also performed both
a Fan Dance and a Ribbon Dance in traditional costume, evoking cheers
from the audience. Some of the girl students and boy students recited 7he
Heart Sutra, sang the song “I am Lucky to Study Buddhism” and chanted
the “Repaying Parents Mantra.” Students from Gold Mountain Monastery
performed two recitations and nursery rhymes, and also sang the “Amitabha
Song.” The students from City of the Dharma Realm performed “Song of
Buddhist Youth” and “You Raise Me Up.” There was enthusiastic applause
from guests.

Finally there was a three-legged race—two people in a team walked
carrying Easter eggs. This was very popular. Even after the game had started,
people continued to join in. The winning team was given a small puppet
as a prize. The three-legged race was followed by 10 booth games. These
included three for art and crafts, reciting Buddhas name, meditation,
marbles, lotus in water, mirror writing, magic lift and CD knocking. Each
booth prepared enough materials for at least 100 participants. The success of

Cherishing Youth Day was due to the hard work of volunteers. People also
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expressed their gratitude to the Venerable Master Hua, since without his great vow, Cherishing

Youth Day would not have been possible. g






