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(Continued from the front inner cover)

There were two sets of programs. The short one was nearly one hour long and
targeted preschoolers. Students of Instilling Goodness Elementary School and
Developing Virtue Secondary School performed the dragon dance, lion dance,
several other dances and 24-season drumming. Lions even spewed forth candies,
making the very young audience laugh. The young audience even had the
opportunity to try beating the 24-season drums.

The longer version of the program, targeting elementary students was about
one hour and a half long. School buses from Yokayo, River Oak, Frank Zeck,
Tree of Life, West Side, Calpella and Grace Hudson Elementary Schools drove
through the mountain gate of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas one after
another. Students from Developing Virtue Secondary School held a sign with
the name of each school to usher its teachers and students into the Dining Hall
of CT'TB where this event took place.

This year the boys school were Masters of Ceremony. They performed a
drama called “Life of Ned,” which told the story of a young boy Ned who played
video games on his smart phone all day long. He was transformed into a dragon

accidentally and left the Earth. He began to age quickly and regretted that he had
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wasted the precious time of his youth. Luckily, he was able to
come back to the Earth, regain his human body and his youth,
and be reunited with his mother.

The performances included beatbox yoga, 24-season
drumming, both boys’ and girls’ Chinese orchestras, Guzheng
playing, dragon dance, lion dance, Mexican dance, Mongolia
dance, Tai-chi Fan dance and Chinese Yo-yo. Gugqin instructor
David Wong came from San Francisco to join the performance.
The spectacular performances won them many rounds of
applause. The students and teachers from Calpella Elementary
School sang a song together: What can a little person do? This
song urged people to help each other.

The kitchen of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas provided
delicious Asian gourmetfood such asspringrolls, fried rice, sesame
seed balls, and lotus root soup. Alonzo,
a parent from Yokayo Elementary
School, said that Cherishing Youth Day
is very meaningful, because it reminds
young students to cherish their youth
and respect different cultures. A parent

from River Oak Elementary School,

Sandy, said that this was her first visit
to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
She liked the cultural elements of the
programs. She also enjoyed the tasty
vegetarian food and said that she would
definitely come back to have lunch at
Jyun Kang Vegetarian Restaurant.

Gianna, from Lakeridge Junior
High School in Portland, Oregon,
visited her relatives in Ukiah during Spring break and came with
them for Cherishing Youth Day. Lion dance was her favorite,
because she liked all of the tricks and the costumes. One lesson
she learned from the event was to “stop dreaming, start doing.”
When the program ended, each guest was given a pocket-sized
book with illustration, Kindness: A Vegetarian Poetry Anthology,
as a gift.

An alumna of Developing Virtue Girls High School joined
the Cherishing Youth Day celebration this year. She felt that
compared with over 10 years ago when she was in the Girls
school, the celebration has made much progress in program
lineup, performances and receiving guests. Cherishing Youth
Day promoted by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua has been
improved at the City of Ten thousand Buddhas because of the
great efforts of the students and teachers at Instilling Goodness

Elementary and Developing Virtue Secondary Schools. g
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