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Vice Principal of The City of Dharma Realm IGDV Schools
—Tzuying (Tammy) Wu

Born in Taipei, Taiwan, Tzuying (Tammy) Wu immigrated to the
United States when she was in elementary school. After obtaining her
Medical Doctor (MD) degree from Brown University, she became
board certified in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. She settled in
Modesto, California, after her husband Ming-Chiao (Calvin) Lee
was offered a job there.

As part of the board certification process in Plastic Surgery,
Tammy took the written and oral exams in 2003 and 2004
respectively. While she scored in the top 10 percentile on her
written exam, she did not pass her oral exam. For someone who
passes exams with ease all her life, the failure of her oral boards sent
a big shock through her system and made her doubt her ability to
be a physician. Her elder brother suggested that she participate
in the Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance at the Gold Wheel
Monastery (GWM), the same year GWM was celebrating its 25
Anniversary. He told her that her sincerity in repenting could help
her pass her oral boards. Not having prior exposure to Buddhism,

Tammy decided to give it a try. A few months after she completed
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the Repentance bowing, she successfully passed her oral boards.

Several years after her first participation of the Emperor Liang’s Jeweled
Repentance, Tammy found out that just one and a half hours away from
Modesto in West Sacramento is one of the Venerable Master’s Way Places:
the City of Dharma Realm (CDR). She started by going to the Shurangama
Sutra lectures on Saturday evenings. After several months, she was offered
an opportunity to teach Freshman Biology at the CDR Instilling Goodness
and Developing Virtue Schools (IGDVS) which she accepted and did so for
two years. However, due to her full-time work as a surgeon, she was unable
to continue teaching. Subsequently, Tammy was invited to participate on the
team at CDR to work on the I-17 application for the CDR IGDVS. After
nearly 3 years of hard work, in December of 2016, CDR IGDVS successfully
obtained the certification to issue I-20 visas to non-immigrant students to
attend the school.

In 2012, Tammy was accompanied by her husband, Calvin, to take
refuge at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB). While they were
on the CTTB campus, Calvin read some books in the lobby of Jyun-Kang
Restaurant regarding eating vegetarian food to minimize killing. Afterward,
both of them decided to become vegan. Tammy returned to CTTB in 2013
to take the five precepts. Currently, she does morning recitation and bowing
every day as part of her practice, in addition to reading sutras whenever she
has a spare moment.

Having encountered Buddhism, Tammy has seen much change in herself.
In the past, she used to be impatient with and demanding of others; as a result,
she had quite a temper and would become angry easily. But now, she has
become more patient and more understanding of those around her, including
her patients and office staff. Tammy has come to realize that everything and
everyone around her is always speaking Dharma; it is a matter of whether she

understands it or not! &
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