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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Receiving High Glory
in Leading the Six States— Su Qin

(continued)
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on March 11, 1988
English Translation by Tiger Li
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On the verge of death, he was still unclear — he wanted revenge but didn’t realize that
he would get in an endless cycle of revenge. He was unable to be like the Buddha who
renounced his own body for the sake of saving living beings. He told the king of Qi, “You
should announce to your subjects that Su Qin was a vicious person; whoever killed him
will be rewarded ten thousand taels of gold by the state.” As soon as the announcements
were posted, the assassin became greedy and forgot the principle of “taking one life, you
need to pay back one life.” Blinded by his own greed, he sought the reward by admitting
that he was the assassin. The king of Qi had him arrested and publicly beheaded. All these

actions created the causes and conditions for future retributions.

A Verse Says:
Greedy for fame and vainglory,
Extraordinarily clever and full of stratagems,
Yearning for fame and profit,
He receives high glory in leading the six states.
Becoming unrivaled in the world,
He roams east and west freely,
But meets a violent death by assassination,

Leaving behind a plan to catch his assassin.

Commentary:

Greedy for fame and vainglory. Su Qin [rose to prominence due to his hard work]
— as in the Chinese idiom of “hanging his hair and piercing his thigh” — his whole life’s
efforts were spent for naught but illusory fame.

Extraordinarily clever and full of stratagems. His cleverness was rare and
exceptional, which was far above the average; his strategic acumen was brilliant and
profound.

Yearning for fame and profit. What a pity that he spent his whole life to achieve

fame and profit, and could not see through them.
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He receives high glory in leading the six states. All the six states
bestowed the title of “prime minister” unto him, which was the greatest
mark of honor and wealth.

Becoming unrivaled in the world. He promoted the art of political
alliance so that the six states could help each other form a strong coalition
against the aggression of the strong Qin.

He roams east and west freely. He was at ease with his own will and
wishes. His way was tyrannical and all the kings of the states respected him
and honored his wishes.

But meets a violent death by assassination. Because of his arrogance
and the thought that nobody on earth was his better, Heaven and the people
were jealous of him and had his life taken away by an assassin.

Leaving behind a plan to catch his assassin. Before his death, he
devised a scheme to catch the assassin, which he told the king of Qi. In
future lives, an assassin will come back after Su Qin and capture him in the

same way — thus, creating a never-ending cycle of cause and effect.

Another Verse Says:
Revolving in the six paths, rising and falling,
Riches and glory blanket his true mind.
Traveling about to win over kings, he becomes a prime minister,
Fighting the mighty Qin so as to have peace prevail in the world.
Even a clever one is not always free from error,
But a humane ruler is free from trouble for ages.
One must be cautious about the cycle of cause and effect,

And blame not of others for having good and bad retributions.

Commentary:

Revolving in the six paths, rising and falling. We people revolve
in the six paths, suddenly ascending to heavens and suddenly descending
to the earth. By doing a lot of meritorious good, we ascend to the three
wholesome paths of humans, asuras, and gods; or by committing offenses,
we fall into the three evil paths of animals, hungry ghosts, and hell beings.

Riches and glory blanket his true mind. Su Qin was blinded by fame
and gain and thus his true wisdom was covered. So, although he possessed
such great eloquence, he was assassinated because of his lack wisdom of
survival.

Traveling about to win over kings, he becomes a prime minister. He
traveled about to win over the six kings and all of them appointed him as
the prime minister.

Fighting the mighty Qin so as to have peace prevail in the world.
The six states united to cope with the strong Qin, in hope to deter Qin from
having so many wars.

Even a clever one is not always free from error. No matter how clever
or capable he was — he was smart for his whole life — but he was befuddled
at the critical moment and couldn’t escape being assassinated.

But a humane ruler is free from trouble for ages. Virtuous kings like
Yao, Shun, Yu of Xia, Tang of Yin, Wen and Wu of Zhou looked after their
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subjects as their own children. Thus, none of these kings had troubles, and
their offspring enjoyed long-lasting peace and order in the kingdoms.

One must be cautious about the cycle of cause and effect. Retributions
of cause and effect are reciprocal and never-ending; so as human beings, we
need to be extremely careful about it.

And blame not of others for having good and bad retributions.
Fortunes are reaped from good deeds, and misery results from wrong deeds.
When undergoing our due retributions, we shouldn’t complain or blame
others, because the workings of the law of cause and effect are never off by a
hair’s breadth. In Su Qin’s case, even though he reached the zenith of riches
and glory, he still died at the hands of an assassin. Therefore, everything in the

world is impermanent. &
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With Enough Samadhi, No States Can Move Your Mind!
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A Talk Given by Venerable Master Hua during the Shurangama Sutra Lectures in 1968 © English translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
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Speaking of the state that “one looks but does not see, one hears and yet doesn’t
listen,” people are always turned by the states instead of the other way around.
When you first see something, you pay a lot of attention to it. However, after
time passes by, you forget and nothing happens. Just like an old clock. You hear
it “tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock” everyday. When you are used to the sound,
it’s like you don’t hear it anymore. When the clock goes “tick-tock, tick-tock,
tick-tock,” you aren’t aware of it anymore. Why is that? You've forgotten about
the clock already! But as soon as you remember the clock and pay attention to
it, you hear it ticking again. From this point, it proves that if the mind is not
attached to something, that thing disappears. So, it is said, “The eyes see shapes
and forms but there is nothing inside. The ears hear mundane sounds but the
mind doesn’t know at all.”

As you follow the group to meditate here, do not blame the person sitting
next to you if he/she moves. It's you who do not have samadhi. If you have
enough samadhi power, you wont notice anything the person next to you
does. Why do you know he/she moves? It’s because your mind has moved. If
your mind doesn’t move, even if the next person moves, it’s like he/she hasn’t
moved. Hence, these are called states. Whether they are small states, big states,
good states, bad states, as long as you know how to use Buddhadharma, there
is no problem. You may say, “I don’t know how to use it!” Don’t know how?
You've got to find a way to learn it and move forward on this path. When your
skills become deeper, you will naturally not be moved by states anymore. With
enough samadhi, your mind will not be moved by any states!

Therefore, if you have true samadhi power, everywhere you go is peaceful.
Vice versa, if you have no samadhi power, any peaceful place you go to will not
be in peace anymore. The reason is your mind has moved. If you have samadhi

power, you can turn these states. This is very important! &
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