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CHAPTER ONE:

SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Why did Bodhisattva Earth Store King make this kind of vow? He feels that
he is one with living beings. If living beings do not become Buddhas, there
is not much significance to his becoming a Buddha either. He is here waiting
for living beings because his causes and conditions are about being one with
living beings always. Bodhisattva Earth Store King’s vows can never be fathomed
or understood. What we have talked about is just one small portion of his
unimaginable and indescribable vows.

If good men or women in the future hear this Bodhisattva’s name,
they may hear Bodhisattva Earth Store King’s name or they may praise him.
Whenever they meet someone, they may introduce Bodhisattva Earth Store
by explaining how his vow-power is inconceivable and ineffable, his spiritual
powers incredible, and his compassion indescribable. You have heard this sutra,
so you should introduce the compassion and vows of Bodhisattva Earth Store to
every colleague, relative, or friend you see.

Reflect too: Bodhisattva Earth Store makes vows like this, so what should
I do? Should I make a tiny vow? Perhaps becoming a Buddha after I deliver
one living being to Buddhahood? Perhaps becoming a Buddha after I deliver
two living beings to Buddhahood? Even if a person does not make any great
vows, just little vows, that would mean that he or she had not listened to the
Earth Store Sutra in vain. But if you listen and let it go at that, thinking: “The
Bodhisattva is the Bodhisattva and I am me; there’s no connection between us,”
then it will be as if you hadn’t listened at all!

For instance, a man can make a vow, “When I become a Buddha I will
certainly help my former girlfriend to become a Buddha as well.” And a woman?
She might vow, “Before I had a dear boyfriend whom I loved very much. Now
I'm going to cultivate and I will help him become a Buddha first. Only then will
I become a Buddha.”
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Avoid the attitude:

Amitabha Buddpa! I take care of myself.
Mabhasattva! I pay no attention to others.

Perhaps you say, “I am really young and have never had a
boyfriend or girlfriend.” Well, you have a father and mother! You
can make a vow to save them so they become Buddhas. Or if your
parents have already passed away, you may have siblings. No sibling?
You can save your friends. Make vows targeting someone or some
group. If there is no one else, you can say, “I will make a vow to save
my Dharma peers so that they become Buddhas for sure.” You may
laugh at me but I will tell you: if any disciple who has taken refuge
with me does not become a Buddha, I will not become a Buddha
either. I may not have vows as huge as Bodhisattva Earth Store’s, who
has resolved to save all beings so that they become Buddhas. But at
least I vow that until those who have taken refuge through me and
who truly trust me have not yet become Buddhas, I will wait for
them. Even if they fall into the hells, I will go down to the hells to
find them. That’s the scope of this vow of mine—not small; actually
quite large. It takes many lives of planting good roots to encounter
a teacher like this.

Behold or bow to him. We may gaze upon him or make
prostrations before him. We may call his name. We can recite the
holy name: “Homage to Earth Store King, Bodhisattva of Great
Vows.” We can bow to him as we bow to the Buddhas. Now, we
are explaining the Earth Store Sutra and when I say that Bodhisattva
Earth Store is truly awesome, that is a form of praise. We may behold
and bow to him as we also recite: “Homage to Earth Store King,
Bodhisattva of Great Vows,” then we are calling his name.

Make offerings to him. Now that we have invited the Venerable
Bodhisattva Earth Store here, every day we make offerings by lighting
incense before him, bowing to him, and placing fruit on his altar.

Or if they draw a colored picture of Bodhisattva Earth Store.
It doesn’t even have to be a wooden image, just a drawing will do.
Whoever draws a Buddha image well, can, because of that, enhance
his or her own features and countenance. Buddhas have thirty-two
hallmarks and eighty subtle features. Draw a Buddha image and you
will become better looking. Draw two, even better. Draw three, four,
five, up to millions of billions and eventually you will be endowed
with the thirty-two hallmarks and eighty subtle features. In general,
drawing Buddha images and making Buddha images will improve
the countenance of the artist or sponsor. Or they may carve wooden

images. Or cast, sculpt or paint images of him.

s> To be continued
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