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Various Extracurricular Activities and Clubs
at Dharma Realm Buddhist University
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Written by Da Xue / English Translation by Shramanerika Gwo He, Da Xue

Many of the students who come to DRBU are supportive of its growth and
wish to contribute to the university in some way. They take turns establishing
new clubs and hosting various events in the hopes that fellow students could
lead a meaningful and memorable student life.

In the Spring semester of 2017, the DRBU Student Activities Team
has hosted “Cooking for the Homeless” once each month for the first three
months. They cooked 50 vegetarian lunches the first time and increased
to 70 lunches the third time to serve homeless people in Ukiah. DRBU
students also took turns to host festive events for celebrations. For instance,
one DRBU undergraduate hosted a donut-making and pumpkin-carving
event to celebrate 2016 Thanksgiving. Near the end of the 2016 Fall
semester, all faculty and students held a “Birthday Party for All.” During
the party, the DRBU Chorus sang Christmas carols that were replaced
with Buddhist lyrics. Even though their audience forgot to demand an
encore because the faculty and students were busy having lunch, the chorus
members proactively sang encore songs in full zest. In mid-December 2016,
all light bulbs in the building of Dharma Realm Buddhist University were
replaced with LED light bulbs, which will last longer, and are brighter and
more energy eflicient. This project was made possible by a DRBU graduate

student.
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Below is a list of old and new DRBU clubs and activities:

Chinese Speaking Club: Alex Wang who was born and raised in
Australia took Chinese Classics class at DRBU and felt that he was able
to read a lot of Chinese classics but lacked the opportunity to practice
spoken Chinese. He decided to establish the Chinese Speaking Club
hoping to improve his fluency in spoken Chinese. This idea has been
greatly welcomed throughout DRBU and even outside the campus.
Senior western disciples of Venerable Master Hua also join this club to
learn spoken Chinese. Reverend Heng Sure who is American and fluent
in Chinese shared his experiences in studying Chinese via a video during
the first day of the meeting.

Three Jewels Tea Club: When DRBU graduate student Kenneth
Cannata was an undergraduate, he tasted by chance, fine Chinese tea. It

was an awesome experience for him as he never had Chinese tea before

and ever since, he has loved Chinese tea. After entering the graduate

school of DRBU, he generously decided to start the Three Jewels Tea
Club to share with faculty and students the various fine tea he collected.
Club members also get to listen to the music from Shakuhachi, a Japanese
bamboo flute, and other exotic musical instruments, which are among his
collection. Each tea club meeting is filled with the flavor of art and Chan.

DRBU Chorus: In the Fall of 2014, the DRBU Student Activities
Team initiated the DRBU Chorus. Mr. Nick Reid, the music teacher of
Developing Virtue Secondary School, was invited to be the instructor and
has been serving in that capacity since then. Members meet once a week
for vocal training and practice singing songs such as the Guanyin Praise
and Dharma Wheel. They sing choral works and festive songs. A choir
member, Angela Morelli, said, “The DRBU Chorus has been very useful.

Mr. Reid has a very good teaching style that works well with cultivators.
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And it also helps with chanting.”

Meditation Class: Some DRBU students are not fluent in Chinese. They
cannot follow the Avatamsaka Sutra recitation every morning in the Buddha
Hall. Hence, the gender separated meditation classes have been optional since
2016 Fall semester. Dharma Masters lead the meditation classes from Monday
through Thursday from 7am to 8am. The purpose of the meditation classes is to
help students calm their minds and settle their thoughts before starting a whole
day’s classes so that they can maximize their learning. Thus students are able to
put into practice their knowledge acquired from their classes.

Philosophy Club: The Philosophy Club was started by a DRBU graduate,
Petra Lamberson. The club met biweekly on Wednesday nights last semester
with instructors Doug Powers and Jessica Samuels to study Edmund Husserl’s
The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology. Husserl’s
book is very dense and students only had a short time to go through a short
piece from the appendix. However, each discussion often goes on till very late
and nobody wants to leave!

Knitting Club: DRBU president Susan Rounds is the instructor of the
Knitting Club. She has been knitting for over fifty years! Students in the club
learned to knit scarves, shawls, beanies and stockings, which were useful to
stave off the cold during wintertime. Florence Seah, a graduate student, said

that knitting helps her to stay focused. Whenever she feels pressure from

schoolwork, she will knit for a while to relieve stress.

Hiking: The Student Activities Team of DRBU initiated hikes in fall
2014. Hiking trips took place whenever the weather was beautiful over the
weekend. Senior disciples of Venerable Master Hua such as Terri Nicholson
and Ernest Waugh who live near the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas lead the
hikes. Everyone who went on the hikes was happy and felt relaxed. Hiking
destinations included: Montgomery Woods, Low Gap Trails, Deer Wood Trails,

Lake Mendocino, and Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain.





