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the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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Twenty one students and faculty members from the Meditative Studies class
at the Department of Buddhist Studies of Seoul University of Buddhism paid
a visit to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on February 18, 2017. Their
spring semester starts in March and they took the winter vacation to visit
Buddhist monasteries in northern California to get a better idea about the
spread of Buddhism in this area.

All the students in this class are over 40 years old. They are serious
about meditation and raised many questions about the operation of City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas and how meditation is taught here. One of the
PhD program students, Jhin Jean Wookee, said that she had learned about
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas many years ago. She observed: “CTTB
accommodates many cultivators on a large scale.” She also feels that the model
of CTTB emphasizing on cultivation, education and translation of sutras at
the same time is commendable.

Jhin Jean Wookee noted that there are quite a few large Buddhist
monasteries in South Korea. “However, it is very difficult to have a large
Buddhist monastery in the United States.” She and her fellow students
obtained the Meditation Handbook published by the Buddhist Text Translation
Society as well as a copy of the Shurangama Mantra. The Korean version of the
Shurangama Mantra has 797 lines which is 243 lines more than the Chinese
version of the Shurangama Mantra with 554 lines. They will compare the

difference between the Chinese and Korean versions after going home. &
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