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In Nine Lotus Stages We Reach the Farthest Shore——
A Brief Report of the 3-day Buddha Recitation at
Berkeley Buddhist Monastery
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By Berkeley Buddhist Monastery

(Continued from the front inner cover)

This is the second time a three-day Buddha Recitation Dharma Assembly was held
at BBM during the past three years; usually it is either a one-day or two-day session.
Dharma Master Heng Chiang and Dharma Master Jin Fo gave talks to the Assembly
by reminding everyone of Venerable Hua’s teaching that “The Western Pure Land
Is Our True Home” to encourage the Assembly to take this rare opportunity to
recite clearly and listen carefully, so that the Buddha’s name is always in tune with
our bodies, mouths and minds. Therefore, we can at all times nurture the Three
Essentials —deep faith, sincere vows and true practice to be reborn in the Land of
Ultimate Bliss.

On the third day, Dharma Master Ming Guang, who is the Abbot of Hai-Ming
Monastery and Da-Xiong Vihara in Taiwan, along with the wife and son of deceased
former UC Berkeley professor, Dr. Kenneth Mei, came to visit BBM before lunch.
Dharma Master Ming Guang, who visited BBM for the first time, said that he had
known Dharma Master Sure for over twenty years and has invited him to the youth
summer camps to give instructional talks for many times. Seeing the vigorous spirit
of the Buddha Recitation Dharma Assembly, he shared with everyone a verse from
a Good and Wise Advisor whom he met while on a pilgrimage to Mount Wautai in
China:

Cultivating by way of reciting the Buddha’s name is truly wondrous,
Whether man or woman, old or young, befitting everyone thus;
At all times and in all places, without differentiation,

Whether aloud or silent, both can be relied upon.
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the four syllable recitation. Some people felt everything is okay, while others strived
for perfection. “To each their own;” as such, Amitabha Buddha compassionately
and skillfully set up nine different grades to receive beings of varied capacities who

have faith and vows to the other shore—to be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
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Why do we want to get reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss? Because when Amitabha Buddha was the Bhikshu Fazang (Dharma
Treasury) in a past life, he made forty-eight great vows. In one of these vows he said, “After I have become a Buddha, if there are
living beings in the ten directions who recite my name, I will receive them and bring them to my land, and they will become Buddhas
in the future. In my land, all living beings are born transformationally from lotus flowers, so their bodies will be pure and have no
defilement.” Because of these great vows made by Amitabha Buddha, all living beings should cultivate the Dharma-door of reciting
the Buddha’s name. This is a very appropriate and easy Dharma-door to cultivate.

Great Master Yongming Shou said, “With Chan and with Pure Land, one is like a tiger wearing horns; / In this life a teacher of
people, in the future a patriarch and a Buddha.”

One who truly investigates Chan is really reciting the Buddha’s name, and one who really recites is truly investigating Chan. Let
me explain further: one who truly upholds the precepts is really investigating Chan, and one who really investigates Chan is truly
upholding the precepts. A true Sutra lecturer who speaks Sutras for the sake of speaking Sutras is also truly investigating Chan. The
Song of Enlightenment by Great Master Yongjia says: “The (Chan) school penetrated and the doctrines penetrated; Samadhi and
wisdom are completely clear; I do not stagnate in emptiness.” One who is capable of investigating Chan and explaining Sutras has
mastered both the practice of Chan and the doctrines. Further, one who truly recites mantras, a true cultivator of the esoteric school,
is also truly investigating Chan.

— Excerpts from Venerable Master Hua's Talks on Dharma (Volume Eight)
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