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From Educator to Buddhist Nun
—Shramanerika Jin Yun
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By Xing Tan

Before entering the monastic life, Shramanerika Jin Yun taught at a
university in Taiwan. After leaving the householder’s life, she likes
to go to the Buddha Hall. She tries her best to arrive on time before
the start of a session. Her habit of punctuality was developed from
spending many years in an academic environment.

She became interested in Buddhism in 1997 when a colleague
in her department gave her a tape recording of a recitation of Earth
Store Bodhisattva’s name. When she heard it, she felt a sense of
unexpected familiarity, reverence and delight. Although volunteering
at a hospital and teaching children living in poverty in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, she loved her teaching job more, which gave her four
months of vacation a year. She traveled whenever she had time, and
never thought about entering the monastic life.

In 2007, a family member introduced her to Emperor Liangs
Jeweled Repentance at Taipei Fajye Temple. While bowing, when they
reached the line, “His appearance, how wonderful and rare, his light,
illumining all ten directions! To whom I have made offerings in the
past; to whom I am now drawing near;” she felt a sense of deja vu.
‘When the assembly chanted, “Sincerely bowing before the Buddhas
and secking repentance,” tears were falling from her eyes.

After this, she became a sincere Buddhist and regularly bowed
the Grear Compassion Repentance and Compassionate Samadhi Water

Repentance.
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Besides regularly attending the Dharma assemblies and serving
as a volunteer at Taipei Fajye, she took the Three Refuges and five
precepts at Taipei Fajye in 2008. When she attended the Guan Yin
session that same year, a Dharma Master suggested that she make a
great vow. The idea of entering monastic life was the first thing that
came to her mind. Later, while she was bowing, she had a vision of
a golden image of Guan Yin Bodhisattva on her bowing cushion.
In 2009, she traveled to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to take
the Bodhisattva precepts. Upon returning to Taipei Fajye for the
Ullambana celebration, a layperson asked a nun, “What do you need
most?” The nun’s response impressed her deeply, “What we need
most is people who wish to join the monastic life.”

In the spring of 2010, Shramanerika Jin Yun had a very vivid
dream in which she seemed to be a corpse lying in a corpse bag.
She interpreted this as a reminder about her mortality. However
wonderful her life was, when it came time to die, she had no say in
what would happen to her, nor could she expect anybody to help
her. This helped her come to the decision to resign from her job and
leave the home life and focus on cultivation.

In the summer of 2015, she entered the monastic life. She says,
“Since leaving the home life, I have been happy. It was only after
leaving the home life that I realized that true learning starts from
here.” She used to be a workaholic when she was teaching at the
university. Now as a monastic, she still wants to do as much work as
possible. She notes, “I would be happy to work until my hands turn
to ashes. As the Shurangama Sutra says, “This deep resolve I offer to
the myriad Buddhas’ lands, and thus endeavor to repay the Buddha’s
boundless grace.” &





