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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Receiving High Glory
in Leading the Six States— Su Qin

(continued)
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on March 11, 1988
English Translation by Tiger Li

E(E A FTRE R E MmN - 48]
AT e 2 ST 1EH CH
KRB EFLT X > EERUBREEE A
SRR E R > A DA
= o BERE T BUBER - HERIE
HEMAGHET > B =1F - X}
b A A > ZE TS
P A E A - SRR ALEY
AL @

R VAT D T2 B —
fEket: - MK m BEEEA
% o TR FH A% E AE 2 Ve B
2 FTRAEH T 8RR~ R &
E - REOR - RS - &
REFEEHL  ABEERY
A T o A G AR RS L
B e TARENAY) - REIRE
SR R - L5 20 R R A 5 8 T
DAEdery J77% » Wi SE /S B3 58
7= o REWELA - SEam—E
WAT - HoAh AL EES A FER ¢ 40
R — B A IS Ry - E
EE RSy > HEk BBt R R
o

N B a A (T R=E - +FF
o ZR B A BCE N Y » BT BA

He took it to extremes that he would pierce his thigh with a sharp pick when he was
about to fall asleep. This method caused sharper pain than the previous one, and since he
could not fall asleep, he only focused on studying. Through this method, he developed
patience and forbearance. This is the story of Su Qin’s “hanging his hair and piercing his
thigh.” However, after three years of study, his parents still didn’t care about him, his wife
still showed no courtesy towards him, and his sister-in-law still looked down on him.

Su Qin’s teacher, Gui Guzi (Master Ghost-Valley), was a reputed recluse at that time,
comparable to Master Water Mirror (a title that a student gave to Sima Hui) of the Three
Kingdoms period. Gui Guzi wished to educate his disciples so that some of them could
well govern a country. The most outstanding among his students were Su Qin, Zhang
Yi, Sun Bin, and Pang Juan. After Su Qin studied hard for three years, he became more
intelligent and less arrogant than before, when he regarded himself as a big-shot. Since
the king of Qin had no use for him, he went to the state of Zhao to sell his expertise
in forging political alliances. He proposed that the six states should help each other by
uniting against the mighty Qin. If any state came under attack by Qin, the rest would
go and support it. And if one state broke their allegiance, the other five could attack and
conquer the betrayer.

For fifteen years, this strategy successfully deterred Qin from attacking the six states.
In the Essay of Efang Palace, it is written: “What destroyed the six states were the six
states themselves, not Qin. What caused Qin to perish was Qin, not the six states.”
Who eliminated the six states? It was not Qin, but the six states themselves because of
their lack of unity and harmony; as a result Qin eventually overcame all of them. When
Qin perished, it was not by the hands of others, but by Qin itself — it did not do well
in governing the empire. As a result, Qin eliminated itself, not by the six states. From
these few lines, we should learn that we should always persevere to better and improve
ourselves. If we do not respect ourselves, we won't win respect from others.

By that time, Su Qin’s philosophy of forging a political alliance was realized — he was
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appointed the prime minister by all six states, and now he possessed
greater power than any individual king. Su Qin went to the state of
Chu on an inspection tour when he passed by Luoyang; he took the
opportunity to visit his family to show off his power and glory.

He must have told his family long in advance. Upon hearing the
news that he was homebound, now glorious, his parents decorated the
house and hung red lanterns high up as if celebrating the New Year.
They went in person to clean and sweep the road to await his return.
His wife didn’t dare to look at him straight but only secretly glanced at
him from aside, and no matter what sound caught her attention, she
listened attentively. His sister-in-law had a more obsequious look on
her face. She prostrated and crawled on the ground, and sometimes
stood up and bowed down again as if she did not know where to place
her limbs when she tried to show her deep reverence.

Su Qin noticed that his parents had cleaned the road, his wife was
terrified, and his sister-in-law was kneeling and inching forward. He
asked, “Why were you so arrogant before and now so reverent towards
me?” Before achieving any fame, when he returned home he was
greeted with a cold shoulder; but now, they have become so respectful.
Why were they like that? His sister-in-law spoke frankly: “You, Jizi,
have both riches and glory.” That’s why they treated him differently.

From this, we can see that is just the way of the world—treated
warmly when having power and fame; treated coldly and indifferently
when lacking it. Usually, families, relatives, and retinues have this
kind of behavior—becoming greedy for wealth and position and
despising those who are poor and lowly. Nevertheless, we should truly
understand the principles and not be moved or carried away by the
temptations of the world. We should develop a wholesome character.
A heart of kindness and empathy brings about true wealth and a truly
bright future; whereas with an unkind heart, one may strike fortune
and fame; but no matter how glorious and wealthy one may look
externally, they are false. We who study the Buddhadharma should
learn to possess intrinsic wisdom and a truly noble character.

Su Qin’s family members were arrogant and cold towards him
before he achieved riches and fame; but after he did, they became so
respectful — his family’s actions were a lesson in Dharma for him.
If he had understood the teachings, he would have retired right after
he reached the pinnacle of fame and stopped paying attention to the
problems of the world. Then, he would not have been assassinated.
Unfortunately he did not understand the lesson and still went about
showing off his riches and glory. When he reached the state of Qi, he

was assassinated.
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