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The Twenty-sixth Patriarch,
Venerable Purnamitra (continued)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 11, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The reason Venerable Basiasita asked Venerable Purnamitra why he wanted to
leave home was to get him to remember his past. The Patriarch wanted him to
recall his good roots from previous lives—that he was not someone destined to
do mundane things, but that he was someone destined to do the great deeds
of Buddhas.

The Patriarch transmitted the great Dharma to him. The twenty-fifth
Patriarch, upon hearing him answer like that, transmitted the wonderful
Dharma of the mind seal to him. He passed on the great Dharma for ending
birth and death.

Purnamitra traveled and taught until he came to eastern India. The
king there was named Solid and he revered a long-nailed Brahman. At
the time, King Solid was a follower of a non-Buddhist teacher—a long-nailed
Brahman. A Brahman is one who practices pure conduct. He didnt cut his
nails, letting them grow very long. What was that about? If you ask me, he was
being lazy. Think about it. With such incredibly long fingernails, how could
he possibly perform any tasks? Even eating. He had to be fed! He couldn’t even
snap his fingers lest he break a nail! He was as protective of his fingernails as he
was of his very life! He would say, “Ai-ah! I can’t even move! That’s just the way
I am.” He was similar to Milarepa or the naked ascetics who practiced in that
way and kept their fingernails.

The king was impressed by him and exclaimed, “Here is a genuine sage.
Just look at him!” Actually, this non-Buddhist couldn’t do anything. He just
used his reputation as a cultivator to support his livelihood. He actually didn’t
do anything. He didn’t benefit beings and didn’t even come up to being a
selfish practitioner.

This non-Buddhist was adept at creating illusions. He created a huge
mountain on top of the Venerable One’s head. This long-nailed Brahman
could do tricks. He was an illusionist. Rather than spiritual powers, we could

say he had ‘demonic powers” or ‘ghost powers.” He was much like Milarepa,
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who claimed that Buddhist monastics could not compare to him. He claimed
he was superior to Buddhist monastics. He claimed he was the same as the
Buddhas. His overweening pride coupled with his deviant views caused
many people to have a mistaken impression of him. In the same way, this
long-nailed Brahman had his demonic tricks and also fooled others with his
illusions. And since he feared that with the arrival of Venerable Purnamitra
the king might change his faith, he created a huge mountain right on top of
the Venerable One’s head.

The Venerable One flicked his finger and suddenly the mountain
was on top of the heads of the people in the court. Venerable Purnamitra
pointed with his finger and ‘Ah ha!” that huge mountain came to rest on the
head of the long-nailed Brahman and his followers’ heads. They were terrified
and prostrated themselves before him. The long-nailed Brahman’s disciples
were frightened and so they bowed down to the Twenty-sixth Patriarch.

The Venerable One then flicked his finger again and the mountain
disappeared entirely. The Patriarch then pointed again to the huge mountain
and immediately it was gone, because it was only an illusion to begin with!

He then proclaimed Dharma for the king, enabling him to go towards
the True Vehicle. At that point, Venerable Purnamitra spoke Dharma for
King Solid. He directed the king towards the genuine Dharma of the Great
Vehicle.

Later he transmitted the Dharma to Prajiatara and took his leave of
the king saying, “I have transformed those with whom I have conditions.
I shall now return to tranquility.” He said goodbye to the king, telling him,
“I have taught those with whom I have affinities. Now I must return to the
state of stillness.

Then he sat upon the Dharma seat in full lotus and left the world.
Venerable Purnamitra returned to his seat, got into the full lotus posture, and

went to rebirth.

A Praise Says:

Wisdom was nurtured in the past. He and his teacher were sages.

‘When demonic hordes are conquered, the proper overcomes the deviant.
His acumen proved effective, earning the king’s trust and respect.

As majestic and unmoving as a mountain, he inspires us on the Way.

Commentary:

Wisdom was nurtured in the past. He and his teacher were sages.
From early on in his practice, Venerable Purnamitra had nurtured his
wisdom. His teacher was a sage and he, himself, was a sage as well. Both of
them understood the Dharma.

When demonic hordes are conquered, the proper overcomes the
deviant. He was able to subdue all the non-Buddhist heretics. The long-
nailed Brahman was quelled. What is the principle behind this? The deviant

cannot overpower the proper.

s0To be continued





