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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

Failing to diligently contemplate these Dharmas of the Four Noble Truths
and Twelve Links of Dependent Arising, they cannot fully refrain from
committing the ten unwholesome fundamental offenses. They often have
discursive thoughts. When many discursive thoughts arise, they are bound to
create offenses. Therefore, they cannot completely stay away from committing
the ten unwholesome deeds, which are fundamental offenses.

They will fail to evince pure faith towards the meritorious virtues of
the Three Jewels and will lack clear direction in the teachings of the Three
Vehicles. They cannot develop genuine faith towards the meritorious virtues of
the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha. Within the doctrines of the Sound Hearer
Vehicle, Bodhisattva Vehicle and the Vehicle of Those Enlightened to Conditions,
they do not know which Dharma to cultivate. They do not know if they should
cultivate the Four Noble Truths or the Twelve Links. They do not know if they
should cultivate the principles of the Six Paramitas, true suchness, and absolute
reality, or cultivate some other Dharma door. They do not know which path to
take, for they have no goal or direction. Within the Three Vehicles, they have no
focus or aim nor any idea of how to cultivate.

To understand is to know the meaning. Not understanding is not to know
something. That’s all there is to it. What is there to ask? Ordinary people have
ignorance of ordinary people; sages have the ignorance of sages. Even Bodhisattvas
of Equal Enlightenment have not eradicated the very last portion of primal
ignorance. Sages have a little less ignorance; ordinary people have a little more.
In sum, ignorance is basically not understanding why you did something.

Let’s take the example of a romance between a man and a woman. Where does
such energy come from? That is basically ignorance; it comes from ignorance.
Do you understand? Basically, you should have answered him right then; why
ask me? Whatever you do not understand is ignorance. What is understanding?
Do you understand? If you do not understand, that is ignorance. Do you have

any other questions?
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What did the professor Lancaster say about us? What did he say
when he came to this Buddha Hall? He said it was very big? What is
very big? The Buddha Hall? Or was it he who felt big? You must ask
him about this also. If he said the Buddha Hall is big, basically this
Buddha Hall can only accommodate a few hundred people; it is not
considered big. If he said he felt big, that is basically boundless. Go
ahead and ask him. Does he want to come back? Who does not want
to come back? If he wants to come back, then come back. On the day

he left, he said: “See you soon!”

Sutra:

People like these, if they encounter all kinds of karmic obstacles,
they will worry increasingly, have doubts or regrets, and do not
have true understanding towards all matters. They have a lot of
wishes and a lot of afflictions, they are bound up and tied down by
many things, they do not have clear principles, their minds scatter

and they abandon their cultivation of the Way.

Commentary:

This is the second part, encountering karmic obstacles. The first
part was on lacking faith. We who cultivate the Way, our biggest fear is
to not have any faith. If we have no faith but do not have any karmic
obstacles, we can still have the opportunity to cultivate the Way. Since
we now have no faith and yet have karmic obstacles, therefore we
cannot cultivate the Way due to karmic obstacles. These obstructions
are not any help at all in the path of cultivation.

People like these, if they encounter all kinds of karmic obstacles.
This refers to the people previously mentioned who lack faith, if they
have a lot of karmic obstacles on the path of cultivation. “All kinds ”
here includes many kinds of obstacles.

For example, if you would like to cultivate the Way but your parents
do not consent, this is a kind of obstacle. Or if your parents give
you their consent but you do not work hard at it, this is having an
obstruction of being lazy. Or if you want to cultivate the Way, but you
are greedy for wealth, this is another kind of obstruction of cultivating
the Way. Or if you would like to cultivate the Way, but you are greedy
for form, this is also another form of obstruction. Or if you would like
to cultivate the Way, but are greedy for fame. You do not cultivate for
the sake of the ultimate truth but are attached to name, that is a kind
of obstruction. Or if you would like to cultivate, but you cannot put
down your greed for good food, such as chicken, duck, fish or meat,

that is a kind of obstruction.

s> To be continued
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