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By Yier Niu
English Translation by Shramanerika Gwo He and Yier Niu

(Continued from the front inner cover)

Lunar New Year Mantra Recitation Ceremony was held on the lunar New Year
day at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Many people came from afar for the
ceremony, offered incense and lit the bright lamps. Various branch monasteries
of the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association held activities such as Sutra copying,
bell-striking, lamp lighting, and other Buddhist events including the Emperor
Liang Jeweled Repentance to celebrate the Lunar New Year.

As Honoring Elders has been a tradition at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, hence, greetings of “Happy Lunar New Year!” were most frequently
heard at the Tower of Blessings where senior bhikshunis reside. Before the lunch
on New Year’s Eve, Girls School students went to the Tower of Blessings to wish
the senior bhikshunis a “Happy Lunar New Year!” and to perform Lunar New
Year songs and dances for them. Also, at 6:00 am on Lunar New Year, bhikshunis
from the Joyous Giving House took dozens of laywomen to say “Happy Lunar
New Year!” to senior bhikshunis. Dharma Master Heng Syin hosted this event
and introduced the new comers of CTTB to everyone present. Later, Abbot
Heng Lyu and a few senior bhikshus also came to Tower of Blessings to say
“Happy Lunar New Year!”

The Abbot not only asked about senior bhikshunis’ health condition, he
was also concerned about their living conditions. The Abbot said that the care
of senior monastics would be improved. After the Lunar New Year Mantra
Recitation Ceremony was completed, the Abbot sent a handyman the same day

to replace all light bulbs at the Tower of Blessings with LED bulbs, which are

much brighter and energy-saving.
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The Boys School Celebrated Lunar New Year

By Miguel Gracia (11" Grader, Developing Virtue Secondary School,
Boys Division)
Chinese Translation by Min Zhang

The Boys School performed their annual ritual of ancestral worship, at
around 10:30 am, January 28, in the Confucius Hall. The ceremony served
as a reminder of the gratitude and respect we owe our parents, ancestors, and
teachers. In a short statement, Mr. Juan Gracia, the school principal, expressed
the need to reflect upon whether or not we have been following the principles
and values that our parents and forebears left for us. During lunch after the
ceremony, the entire school was treated to a surprise Lion Dance performance
and gifts for teachers and students.

On February 4, 2017, at the Alex Thomas Plaza in downtown Ukiah, the
boy's division of the Developing Virtue Secondary School hosted the annual
Lantern Festival. Over two hundred local residents of Mendocino County
attended—all more than willing to stand in the cold and drizzling Saturday
afternoon to watch the Boys School perform.

It was a testament to the quality of the performances that so many people
showed up despite the rather gloomy weather. Undismayed by the weather,
people stood in their rain jackets and under their umbrellas to watch the Dragon
Dance; traipsed back to the pavilion; stood in long lines to buy spring rolls
and fried rice; paid for their children to make lanterns; crowded around the
drummers; mounted chairs to take picture and videos; hoisted kids onto their
shoulders; strained their ears to hear the orchestra over the general hubbub; then
tramped back to the open air and slushy grass to watch the Lion Dance.

For some of the audience members such as Steve, a Laytonville resident
who’s massive rooster shirt clashed perfectly with a Lincoln hat, the show was
their first real taste of Chinese New Year. For those whod seen the Boys School
perform before, the performances were still fresh and enjoyable. “I think they
develop and improve each year,” said Mrs. Rodriguez, who once taught at
DVBS. Even for others who had seen professional performances in Chinatown,
the Boys™ School put up a “finely choreographed and fantastic performance.”

The celebration concluded with the Lion Dance, which was well worth a
fifteen minute wait. The crowd laughed and cheered at the lions' playful antics
(and during the time a baby rooster hatched from a golden egg), gasped at
difficult jumps (stunts made especially tricky by the wet stage), and rocked and
swayed to the sound of the drums and the gong. Kids, etched with wonder and
delight, were given treats by the Lion itself. The Lion Dancers captivated their
audience from beginning to end.

DVBS’ Lion Dancing and Dragon Dancing Troupes were again invited to
Oakland Museum in San Francisco bay area on February 9, 2017 to perform
the auspicious lion dance and dragon dance as the prelude to the celebration of
Lunar New Year at Oakland Museum. The Buddhist Text Translation Society
also set up a booth there to give away beautiful bilingual children’s storybooks
in Chinese and English as well as Vietnamese books to tie good affinities with

people.
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The Girls School Celebrated Lunar New Year

Written and translated by Jocelyn He (9th grader, Developing
Virtue Girls School)

On Lunar New Year’s Eve, there were no loud fireworks at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas, but only peacefulness in the air and green
on the hillside. Girls School students all gathered at the Dining Hall
in the morning. The middle school and high school students made
dumplings and elementary school students made sticky rice cakes. Our
fingers were busy working on the dough and sticky rice with nostalgia.

Taking off aprons, we lined up heading for the Patriarch Hall
where we paid respect to the founding master, Venerable Master Hua,
to show our deep ingrained gratitude for his founding of the Instilling
Goodness Elementary and Developing Virtue Secondary Schools. The
next stop was Tower of Blessings where we shouted up “Happy Lunar
New Year!” to elder Buddhist nuns. High school girls sang the song
“Celebration of Lunar New Year” and elementary school students
danced to the festive mood of Lunar New Year. After the performance,
each student got a handful of candies. The sweet taste in our mouths
and thankfulness in our heart sums up everyone’s experience of the day.

Another Lunar New Year’s Eve event was the afternoon tea. Tree
shadows stretched across the lawn in the early dusk as teachers, students
and parents congregated. Sipping a cup of Wulong Tea and eating a
piece of radish cake and a bowl of sweet rice porridge, (prepared by the
principal Dharma Master Jin Zhi), we watched the play of Laba (the
eighth day of the twelfth lunar month when the Buddha was born).
The rest of the afternoon was filled with festive activities. Everyone
was grinning ear-to-ear. Boarding students had hot pot dinner for
Lunar New Year’s Eve in the dorm that evening. Their nostalgia was
carried away beyond “the highest heavens” by laughter, talks, and the
satisfaction of their taste buds from the warm hot pot meal.

On Lunar New Year Day, people gathered in the Buddha Hall to
recite the Eradicating Disaster Auspicious Spirit Mantra. Palms together,
we wished for world peace and a joyful and peaceful year for all living
beings. In the afternoon, the students from the Developing Virtue
School attended the New Year’s celebration in the Ukiah Library. The
Boys School performed Lion Dance while the Girls School performed
Taichi Fan Dance and Chinese Calligraphy to share with local people,
the Chinese customs and culture of the Lunar New Year. I’s New Year’s
time. I's CTTB’s New Year. It’s a New Year for all beings. It’s a family’s
New Year. Like a family, CTTB is a harbor and a place of warmth. It’s
a year of light and joy. &
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