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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN CHINA

@ 2T A E

White Mountains and
Black Waters

Nurture A Rare Talent (continueq)

F kA FFGEL A4 HH20094F

HREKAR F A RE

A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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84. Deep Faith Without the Least Bit of Doubt

[Postscript 2] Article by Pan Xiumin, in Memory of the Master:

When the Master was eight or nine, he asked for medicine for his ill mother.
He admired the skills of my grandfather, so he came to Liu Zhengwei Village (over
twenty Chinese miles away from his home) to look for him. My grandfather was a
very well-known herbal doctor, and he always gave donations to the poor and needy,
sharing his wealth for righteous causes. The villagers all called my grandpa “Pan the
Good Man.” When the Master came to my house, he became close friends with my
father, Pan Yi, who was one year younger than him. The Master had a great influence
on my father. Both the Master and my father could play the traditional Chinese flute
(xido), their favorite song being the Chinese folk song “Su Wu the Sheep Herder.”
They believed that no one should forget about his or her own country. The Master
also played the érbs (a Chinese musical instrument), and he won every time he
played Chinese chess.

My grandfather really hoped that his children could be literate, so he invited
a private tutor to teach his children. My father’s brothers all disliked learning, so
my father went to the class together with the Master. The Master was remarkably
intelligent and talented. Thus, he was able to very quickly memorize the 7housand
Character Text and The Hundred Family Names. My father and the Master often
matched Chinese couplets, wrote calligraphy, and read the Four Books, the Five
Classics, and the Record of History together .

When the Master was about fourteen or fifteen, he could remember everything
after reading it just once. He could also use the Grear Dictionary of Kangxi, which
was the hardest book to understand at the time. For this reason, everyone came to

the Master to consult with him about naming their children. The Master was tall
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and very polite. My grandfather had a high regard for the Master, so he would consult
with the Master whenever he would give prescriptions or do acupuncture, without
concealing anything from him.

The Master first taught my father and his younger family members to read, then
he started a volunteer school and became a teacher. At that time the village people were
against starting a school, saying, “Even if you have enough grain reserves to last three
years, as a child you still shouldn’t become the caretaker of children.” My grandfather
ignored the villagers” opposition and supported the Master to the very end. Every time
he returned to his village after treating the ill in Shuangcheng (Twin-City) County or
Harbin City, he would purchase many textbooks, calligraphy sketchbooks, and other
teaching materials for the Master.

During the time the Master was observing filial practice by his mother’s grave, he
went to Three Conditions Monastery in Harbin City to formally enter the monastery,
bowing to Great Master Chang Zhi as his teacher. Then, he returned to the grave with
lanterns to continue mourning. Taking a round-trip journey of tens of Chinese miles,
my father went to see the Master. The Master said: “Go back home! People give me food
every day.” My father did not expect to see the Master sitting in front of his mother’s
grave reciting the Avatamsaka Sutra, surviving only on cold water every day. The Master
cultivated dhyana samadhi, bowed to the Buddha, and bowed in repentance. He
remained unmoving in front of his mother’s grave regardless of wind or rain and made
his 18 Great Vows.

After the Master took the novice precepts and became a monastic, he was
undisturbed by honor or insult and acted according to the principle: “Always confess
your mistakes more and argue about principles less. When peaceful and pure, you can
develop wisdom.” Every time my grandfather went to Three Conditions Monastery to
make offerings of grains, he would bring the Master back with him. The first sutra that
the Master taught my grandfather was the Vajra Sutra, then the Earth Store Sutra, the
Causes and Effects Sutra, awakening a desire in my grandfather to leave the householder’s
life.

In the autumn of 1943, when we finished building our house’s vihara, the Master
(then twenty-five years old) consecrated our Buddha statue and shaved my grandfather’s
head, allowing him to leave the householder’s life at the age of fifty-eight. From then on,
our family began to believe in Buddhism.

In 1945, Manchuria was returned to China, and the Master came to my house. The
Master admired Great Master Xu Yun as the highly revered leader of the Ch’an School,
so he planned to visit him to pay his respects and then spread the Buddha Dharma. My
grandfather agreed with the Master. My father accompanied the Master for part of the
journey. From then on the Master began to tread the Bodhi Way of crossing over all

living beings and fulfilling his 18 Great Vows.

[Postscript 3] Family members of Bai Yutang (the third eldest brother of the
Master) related the following;:

In the spring of 1986, during the fourth lunar month, the Venerable Master
returned to his hometown in Manchuria after forty years of absence. Hearing that the
Filial Son Bai had returned, three to four hundred villagers came. They surrounded the
house and crowded around to the point that it became difficult to breathe inside. The

Venerable Master said that the air was not very fresh, so he opened the windows. After
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he opened them, the people
outside all leaned against the
windows and pecked inside;
the house seemed on the
verge of collapsing.

The told the
crowd about the past events.
The

bags with him, one of which

Master

Master also had two

contained mangoes. He said
that there were no mangoes in
Manchuria; everyone then
rushed for the mangoes.

It was so hot in the house
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In May of 1985, for the first time ever, DRBA sent a delegation to Manchuria
for the purpose of finding its roots. This picture was taken in front of the

Master’s previous residence with his relatives.

that the Master took off the
clothes covering his upper
body. People saw that there
was a 1H-shaped mark on

his chest. The Master said
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to the crowd: “You don’t
have money or clothes, right? I will give you clothes.” After saying that, he
threw his own clothes to the crowd. Nevertheless, his relatives said: “No,
Shifu, we don’t need your clothes, you should wear them yourself!” They
then gave the clothes back to the Master, and he put them back on again
one by one.

The Master said: “I am offering you the Earth Store Sutra. Do you want
it or not?” They all said that they wanted it. When the Master was putting
on his clothes, no one saw him carrying anything, but he took small copies
of the Earth Store Sutra from his sleeve and gave enough copies for three
hundred people! Who knows where he got all those copies of Earth Store
Sutra!

After sitting for over two hours at home, the Master went to the
Ultimate Bliss Monastery in Harbin. In the other bag he had with him, there
were Foreign Exchange Coupons (FEC) worth more than three hundred
thousand yuan. At that time it was much cheaper to purchase things with
FECs. The Master gave all the FECs to the local Sangha, with each one
receiving 2000 FECs. When he returned to his hometown, he didn’t even
give a single penny to any of his relatives.

The next day, the Master went to see the original site of the Three
Conditions Monastery, and expressed his wish to see it rebuilt. Then he
went to visit his mother’s grave, but the land it was on had been turned into
farmland. That was the day of the Qing Ming Memorial. The Master told
his relatives: “Do not discuss others’ ‘wrongs’ or ‘rights;” instead, recite the
Buddha’s name more. If any of you want to go to America, you can go as
soon as you have memorized the Earth Store Sutral”

50 To be continued
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