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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Receiving High Glory
in Leading the Six States— Su Qin
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on March 11, 1988
English Translation by Tiger Li

BEREEBA FFF 0 EF
fief=an - BIREF » Bl -
mBBRET - PR THET
RE - ZRAA - BREBR -
rawiE  BBER - KEi1R
B RPBARHEE - ERTH -
IBRTRIR - IRRBERRIA - 58
BEE - =% EREEX
(ES MRS - 7\ERR -
EABER) - E—BEK - Al
W2 - R\EBE - ER+TAF
REEERE -

BEER - 8BEkE - ORE
R RBRE[BIK - BwE
i - ZAIBMKR - AIEMmR -
129ETAEE - WDER - FE
@ MNEARIEMRSE <
128 - TUAZFFUEMDBE -
| HRREEER - ®WRAK - &
REBES: TKE! ES78
"o mREA RNE|E -
REFRE - RAEE » RIEH
>,

5 K o B R A — (i Fet A 4
BEYERE -~ &R FR » BREE 1

Su Qin, of the Warring States Period, was from Luoyang. His courtesy name was
Jizi. He advocated the art of political alliance after studying under Gui Guzi (Master
Ghost-Valley), who was a recluse. Su Qin went to sell his philosophy to the king of
Qin by analyzing the situation of the world for the king, as well as the rise and fall
of kingdoms. However, he was rejected many times. Rendered helpless, he returned
home, emaciated, with a dark and sallow complexion and a touch of shame. His father
and mother refused to talk to him; his wife ignored him by continuing to weave; his
sister-in-law refused to cook for him. [Humiliated], Su began to study fervently. Three
years later, he went to offer his ideas to the king of Zhao, proposing his strategy of
making political alliance with six other states to help each other fight against the state
of Qin. And if any of the six allied states broke the alliance, the other five would
retaliate. [He was then appointed as prime minister of Zhao] and was also later given
the position of prime minister for the other five states. He was so successful that the
troops of Qin were unable to go beyond the Hangu Pass.

This time when Su returned home, his parents hung high red lanterns and decorated
the house with colored paper; the road was swept clean; his wife was so afraid of him
that she dared not look straight at him, but slightly turning her head to one side when
speaking to him. His sister-in-law was reduced to a crawl as if awed by the arrival of a
king. Su Qin asked his sister-in-law, “Why were you so arrogant before but so humble
now?” She answered, “Because you, Jizi, have high position of honor and abundance of
wealth.” Su Qin was later assassinated when he was an envoy to the state of Qi (one of
the six states). On the verge of death, he left a plan to the king of Qi on how to capture
the assassin, saying: “Your Majesty, you should announce that whoever assassinated
the vicious Su Qin will be handsomely rewarded by the state.” The assassin eventually

came forward to claim the reward and was captured and beheaded.

Commentary:
Today we talk about Su Qin, an eloquent political advisor cum envoy of the Warring

States Period, an era when people believed in warfare and diplomacy. He was from Luoyang
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(present day Henan Province). His courtesy name was Jizi. The ancient
people named their children with “Bo, Zhong, Shu, and Ji” in order
of seniority, with Ji being the youngest. Su Qin never fully understood
what he learned, but he was arrogant by nature and believed that he was
smarter and more talented than anyone else. He took Master Ghost-
Valley, a recluse, as his teacher to learn the art of political alliance. He
read a lot but never truly digested the contents, yet he wanted to stand
out and make a name for himself.

Observing the situation, he noted that the kingdom of Qin was the
most powerful among the seven states. So he approached the king of Qin
to win him over. He advocated his views on political strategies of alliance,
his analyses of the rise and fall of nations, policies on ruling a nation, and
strategies to conquer the other six. However, he wasn’t learned enough.
The king of Qin felt that what he said was not coherent or sound, so he
didn’t take his opinions. Su Qin could not fulfill his wishes and reluctantly
returned home.

When he set out to see the king of Qin, he had sold off all his
properties in order to ride in an expensive carriage and wear exclusive
clothes to make himself look prestigious. He met the king of Qin several
times, but the king always disregarded his opinions, so the expenses for
the return trip became a problem. He lost everything so he sold his clothes
and pawned his carriage. He became gaunt and haggard.

When he returned home broke, his father was unhappy to see what
had become of him. His mother said, “We had sold off everything for
you to study and to buy exclusive outfits and the carriage, but you
return empty-handed, no riches or luxuries, not even a position in the
government [to speak of]. And you lost all the money we gave you.
Why did you want to come back?” Thus angered and disappointed, they
refused to even talk to him.

His wife saw his impoverished, down-and-out look, and continued
her weaving work without even looking at him. It was a very embarrassing
situation for him—although he was ashamed, he still took pride in himself
and assumed his wife would show courtesy toward him. His sister-in-
law noticed that her parents-in-law did not talk to him and his wife just
continued her weaving, so she herself refused to cook for him.

The normally arrogant, proud Su Qin, who once held his talents and
eloquence in such high regard, could no longer bear the mistreatment
from his own family. So he made a determined resolve to study hard. He
hung his hair by tying it to the rafters so that when he lowered his head
to fall asleep, his hair would be pulled and he would wake up. But over
time, he got used to this pain and would still fall asleep, so he came up

with another idea to stay awake.

s To be continued





