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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

I don’t know why; it was probably due to not having to argue with these two
‘sages.” Originally I didn't want to get angry with Guo Dao and Guo Yu during
this trip with them, but there was no way, they really upset me. After I became
upset, they would argue with each other; they argued every day, especially
Guo Yu. Normally he didn’t have a temper, but then for an unknown reason
he had a huge temper; he would be angry every day if he didn’t have sweets to
eat, or Coke, or milk to drink. So because of his anger, my hair turned white.
When I came back, as no one was being angry at me, my hair turned black

again. This is very inconceivable.

S S s

Sutra:
In the Universal Light Palace, he was seated upon the lion’s throne of
a treasury of lotus flowers. He has attained complete and wonderful

enlightenment.

Commentary:

After attaining enlightenment and making that exclamation, the Buddha
was in the Universal Light Palace, which was made of a multitude of jewels
and which constantly emitted light. He was seated upon the lion’s throne
made of a treasury of lotus flowers. He was sitting on the lion’s seat which
was made of a treasury of infinite numbers of lotus blossoms.

“Wonderful Enlightenment” is called “wonderful” because the Buddha’s
enlightenment surpasses what ordinary people can awaken to. It is the very

highest, with nothing above it—it is inconceivable. That’s why it is called the
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Unsurpassed, Right, Equal, Proper Enlightenment. “Wonderful” means Unsurpassed,
Right, and Equal. This is enlightenment taken to the ultimate point, and so it is all
perfected. This means there was nothing more that could have been enlightened
to—the enlightenment is ultimate. Therefore the Buddha is called the “Unsurpassed
Knight,” for there is no one wiser than him. That he has attained complete and
wonderful enlightenment means that he has perfected the enlightenment of self, the
enlightenment of others, and his practice of enlightenment. This kind of enlightenment
is such that, there is nothing that one does not know, and nothing that one cannot do.

Starting from the line of text that says, “He has attained complete and wonderful
enlightenment,” is the section that praises the Buddha’s virtue, which was in no way
deficient but rather, complete and perfect. It can be called wonderful enlightenment,
or good enlightenment as well as proper enlightenment, because the prefix sz—in
Sanskrit, which this is translated from—has those three meanings: (1) wonderful, (2)
well or wholesome, (3) proper.

It can be translated those three ways, so you can say “wonderful enlightenment,” or
“wholesome enlightenment,” or “proper enlightenment.” In general, this term means
the Buddha has “Virtue in no way deficient, / Wisdom nothing less than full, / and
Blessings lacking no endowment.” His wisdom, virtues, and fine features, as well as his
reward of blessings are all perfect and complete.

The nine phrases of the Sutra that follow all proceed from this first phrase: “He
has attained complete and wonderful enlightenment.” The phrase “He has attained
complete and wonderful enlightenment” is the general statement, which encompasses
the meanings of the nine phrases that follow. The principles of the nine subsequent
phrases are all contained within that one phrase, so it is called a general statement.
Each of the nine phrases of Sutra text which follow, up until the line, “He was able to
universally contemplate the three periods of time,” are statements of specifics. There
is the general and then there are the specifics. The general is a general version of the

specifics, and the specifics are the specific instances of the general.

Sutra:

The two activities were forever ended. Having gained the mastery of the Dharma
of freedom from appearances, he dwelt in the Buddhas’ dwelling. He had attained
the qualities identical to those of other Buddhas. He had arrived at the place of
non-obstruction, and realized the imperturbable Dharma. In whatever he did, he
was free from any obstruction; he established what was inconceivable and was able

to universally contemplate the three periods of time.

Commentary:

Each of you speak up! Tell me, what do the “two activities” mean? If you can’t tell
me what the “two activities” are then I won't be able to tell you either. Absolutely all of
you should be able to answer; otherwise what Buddha-dharma are you studying?

The “two activities” are the activity of afflictions and the activity of what is known.
The very best is not to want afflictions at all. You shouldn’t want even the most seemingly
insignificant afflictions, for if you can’t give up those seemingly insignificant afflictions,
you still won't be able to get out of the Three Realms. How much less should you want

the very worst afflictions! The obstacle of afflictions can obstruct your resolve for Bodhi.
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Afflictions have to do with common people. The only thing which appears
before ordinary people is afflictions. No matter what comes up, they get
angry and have afflictions. What is the essential cause of afflictions? They
come from being selfish and self-seeking. If something is not to your own
advantage you become angry. Or, if something doesn’t go the way you
want it to, you become mad. Or if something is harmful to your own
reputation or position you will become afflicted. All of you think it over:
the basis of afflictions is selfishness and seeking for self-benefit. If you are
unselfish and not out for self-benefit, you won’t have any afflictions. If in
every way you are not afraid of being obstructed by other people, if you
feel, “No matter how they treat me, it doesn’t matter,” then how could
you have afflictions? Wouldn’t you agree?

Besides the obstacle of afflictions, there is the obstacle of what is
known. Those of the Two Vehicles possess the obstacle of what is known.
They are obstructed by what they know. They say, “I know the Buddha-
dharma. I know how to cultivate the Four Noble Truths and the Twelve
Links of Conditioned Co-production. I can end birth and death. I know
all of the Buddha-dharma.” Those of the lesser vehicle say, for example,
“The Dharma I know was all spoken by the Buddha.” People of the
small vehicle have small knowledge and small vision, small minds and
small measure. They halt halfway down the road. Halfway there, they set
limitations for themselves, saying, “That side isn’t mine, this side is.”

People of the lesser vehicle know the events within 80,000 great
kalpas, but they dont know anything beyond 80,000 great kalpas. That
is what's called knowing what is near but not knowing what is far away.
When one knows what is close at hand but doesn’t know what is distant,
then there are things one knows and things that one does not know.

There is what is unknown—because there is what is known. One
knows the near and doesn’t know the far. One knows the ordinary, and
does not know the sagely. One knows what ordinary people are like, but
doesn’t know what sages are all about. As it is said: “Those on the First
Ground don’t know the realm of the Second Ground, those on the Tenth
Ground don’t know the realm of Equal Enlightenment, those of Equal
Enlightenment also don’t know the realm of Wonderful Enlightenment.”

If you are off by just a little bit, you wont know. It’s like when you go
to school. When you are in the first grade of elementary school, you don’t
know what people are studying in high school. When you get into high
school, you still don’t know what is studied in college. When you finally
get to know what is studied in college, you still won't know what people
preparing for the Master’s Degree are studying. After the Master’s Degree
is the Doctorate, the Ph.D. It goes step by step, and if you haven’t reached

the level, you won’t know what that kind of state is like.

2 To be continued
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