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Dharma Realm Buddhist University’s Delegation Visits Taiwan and
Forges Sister-University Relationships
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By Bhikshu Jin Chuan, Wayne Chen, and Ilona Bray
Chinese translation by Cynthia Chang and Joy Xue

Isn’t it joyful when friends visit from afar?

—Confucian Analects 1:1

A total of 6,435 miles physically separates Taiwan from Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU)’s campus in Ukiah, California. However,
distance is no barrier for friendships grounded in a shared aspiration to
foster the roots of human goodness. In November 2016, a delegation from
DRBU visited Taiwan to meet old friends, established sister-university
relationships and continue an ongoing dialogue with educational and
business leaders.

The DRBU delegation for this ten-day trip included Rev. Heng Sure,
DRBU professor and President of DRBA; Douglas M. Powers, DRBU Vice
President for Finance and Administration; Fujing Shiue, former Chancellor
of National Taipei University and DRBU Board member; Wayne Chen,
DRBU'’s Director of Development and Strategic Planning; Franklyn W,
DRBU’s Accreditation Liaison Officer and Assistant Professor; Bhikshu Jin
Chuan, Chaplain and Instructor; and members of the Taiwan’s Hsuan Hua

Foundation.
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In order to foster a dialogue between the roots of Chinese and Western
values and culture, the delegation hosted as well as participated in many events
and gatherings. Highlights included the following:

11/19 - Retreat at C.C.P. Contact Probes. Though producing contact
probes might not sound like a spiritual activity, the Chairman and President of
C.C.P. has infused this company with a culture of honoring parents, cherishing
children, and practicing Buddhism. At his request, DRBU conducted a one-
day retreat for the company’s leadership as well as academics and artists.
Reverent Heng Sure told the group how he has met many different kinds of
Buddhists: emergency room Buddhists, who call out to the Buddha when there
is a crisis, consumer Buddhists, trying to get the best deal in Dharma practice,
and wisdom-gardener Buddhists, who cultivate their minds like a garden to
develop wisdom. Doug Powers did a close reading of the Prgjna chapter in
the Sixth Patriarch Sutra, showing how it conveys modern values of equality,
freedom, empiricism, and human potential.

11/20 - Meeting with members of Taiwan leadership. How do we
bridge traditional Chinese values to modern youth? DRBU delegation spent
an afternoon conversing on this topic with Mr. Eddie Wu, General Manager
of Microsoft in Taiwan, and various educational leaders, including former
Minister of Education, Vice Ministers of Education, and several university
presidents and deans.

The Taiwanese government has integrated a “Life Education” program in
Taiwan schools in order to foster students’ personal, social, and spiritual lives.
Nanhua University recently won an award for being a model school in this
regard, and President Tsong-Ming Lin invited the DRBU delegation to visit
the campus to see and learn from the program.

Doug Powers shared how, in the 1960s and 1970s, Master Hua took on
the difficult job of teaching principles of virtues to American hippies without
the benefit of the Chinese cultural context. Rev. Heng Sure quoted Master
Hua, saying, “Although teaching a rooster to lay eggs is difficult, it’s not that
difficult; teaching Americans, that’s truly difficult!” Everyone had a good laugh.
However, the difficulty that Master Hua faced in America is perhaps similar
to what Taiwan is now facing with its younger generation, which might not
fully identify with traditional Chinese values. How can educational and other
leaders best respond to these modern influences? This is a potential subject
for dialogue, as DRBU is presenting these virtues without relying on the
“authority” of Chinese culture; instead, DRBU’s pedagogy is to have students
discover their inherent wisdom and virtue through a direct engagement with
classical texts both Eastern and Western.

11/21 - Gathering with Westerners living in Taiwan. For seckers of
Buddhist wisdom, martial arts training, and an understanding of Chinese
philosophy and culture, Taiwan is a natural destination. But Taiwan also
presents challenges to Westerners. Rev. Heng Sure, Doug Powers, and Bhikshu
Jin Chuan led a roundtable discussion on “Bridging East & West.” One topic
that came up was how difficult it was for Westerners to penetrate Chinese

Buddhism and Chinese culture because of fundamental differences in ways
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of thinking. For instance, the Chinese often find security and positive
identity in conforming with the group, while Americans often
feel oppressed when asked to follow conventions that they do not

understand.

11/22 - Visit to Huafan University. Located in New Taipei

DRBU entered a sister-university
relationship with DILA

FREFEHRXEERETEARARZERE

City, Huafan University was founded by Bhikshuni
Hiu Wan, who devoted her life to education. She
made a vow to not build temples but schools, and
said, “Education is my life. I will be with itaslongas I
can breathe.” Having a goal of integrating the study
of humanities and technology with compassion
and wisdom, the school today comprises colleges
in Engineering, Liberal Arts, Arts and Design, and
Buddhism. To build on this long-term friendship,
DRBU entered a sister-university relationship
with Hua Fan University.

11/23 - Interfaith talk by Reverent Heng
Sure at National Taipei University. How can
Buddhists be in sincere dialogue with members of other religions? As
Taiwan becomes more religiously diverse, this question is especially
relevant given its long cultural history of living according to Buddhist
values. Rev. Heng Sure shared Master Huas teachings on being
respectful and learning from other religions and showed pictures of
interfaith gatherings in which DRBA has participated over the years.

11/24 - Visit to Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts
(DILA). Nestled among mountains facing Taiwan’s north shore, DILA

offers Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doctoral programs in the Humanities
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and Buddhist Studies. DILA teaches many
different languages (Sanskrit, Chinese, English,
Japanese, Tibetan) and has been at the forefront
of digitalizing the Tripitaka, the Buddhist
Canon. To support one another in the joint
goal of bringing Buddhism to higher education,
DILA and DRBU entered a sister-university
relationship during this visit. Both universities
have begun discussing how to facilitate student
and faculty exchange in the future.

In addition to visiting the above-mentioned
sites, the DRBU delegation also met with old
friends, such as Dharma Master Ming Kuang who
held many Buddhist Summer Camps; the former
Speaker of Legislative Yuan Wang Jin-pyng; the
Director of the American Institute in Taiwan
Kin W. Moy; and Professor Yu Kuang-Chung,
a pioneer in introducing Western literature to
Taiwan. Incidentally, Rev. Heng Sure studied
with Professor Yu in 1969. Professor Yu surprised
everyone by reading a poem he had written for
Rev. Heng Sure in 1971 titled, “To Chris on His
Going West from Denver.” The last lines of his
poem were a fitting tribute to a meeting of old

friends.

Soon you'll be through trees and trees,
Through the eternal life of the trees,
And the wind will be cool,

And the miles will be green,

And the miles will be blue,

Will greet your eyes, scene after scene.

And the miles will be short,
And the miles will be long,
And the miles will be up,

And the miles will be down,
And some will come in thought,

And some will go in song.

Although the DRBU delegation had to travel
6,435 miles to Taiwan, every mile was worth
it. Confucius could also have easily said in the
Analects, “Isn’t it joyful to visit friends who are

far away?” g
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