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Shramanerika Jin Yao Requests Venerable Master Hua
to Establish Avatamsaka Vihara
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By Qingfa Cheng
English Translation
by Shramanerika Gwo He, Qingfa Cheng
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From 1970s to 1990s, there was a Mrs. Yeh, known among Chinese Buddhists in
the metropolitan DC area for inspiring people to study Buddhism. Her nickname
was “Bowing Yeh,” because she always bowed whenever she saw a representation
of a Buddha. It was due to her repeated and sincere requests that Venerable Master
Hua agreed to establish Avatamsaka Vihara in the metropolitan DC area. Mrs.
Yeh is now shramanerika Jin Yao at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

She was born in Daxi, Taoyuan, Taiwan. She worked for a restaurant where
she was co-workers with a neighbor who later left-home and became Bhikshuni
Heng Ran. They often went together to offer incense in a temple. In early
1970, she immigrated to the United States with her family and settled in the
metropolitan Washington, DC. She once lived in India and then Nepal to look
for a good and wise Buddhist teacher. Later, when she learned that her good
friend, Dharma Master Heng Ran, entered the monastic life at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, she made a special trip to visit the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas and discovered that Venerable Master Hua was a good and wise teacher,
one difficult to encounter.

In 1989, Venerable Master was invited to attend the inauguration ceremony
of President George H.W. Bush. Local Buddhists in the Washington, DC area
finally had the opportunity to meet Venerable Hua in person and listen to his
propagation of pure orthodox Dharma. Mrs. Yeh repeatedly requested Venerable

Hua to establish a branch monastery in the Washington, DC area so more people
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could learn Master Hua’s teachings. She made over 100 phone calls in a few
months. Finally, Venerable Master told her, “I will fulfill your wish.” Her then-
husband and son tried their best to look for an appropriate place. At last, the
Avatamsaka Vihara was established in Potomac, Maryland.

She came to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas every year since taking
refuge with the Venerable Master. In 1998, three years after the Master entered
Nirvana, Mrs. Yeh was too busy to make the trip that year. Unexpectedly,
Venerable Master manifested in her dream telling her many things that exactly
happened in her real life. After waking up from that dream, she didn’t hesitate
to purchase an air ticket to come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Looking back, Dharma Master Jin Yao smiled and said, “I meant to stay for
two weeks, but after coming to CTTB, a Dharma Master asked me if I want to
leave the home life. I agreed immediately because I was not young anymore.”
She has been a monastic for almost 20 years now. Even though her family and
friends wish she could go back to the east coast to cultivate with them together,
she said, “I have been happy since leaving the home life. I am also used to living
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. I dont want to visit my secular home
again.”

She now attends the morning and evening recitations at the Tower of
Blessings where senior nuns stay. After lunch she goes to the Buddha Hall
for the Great Compassion Repentance ceremony. Whenever there is a retreat or
bowing session, she always tries her best to attend full time, cultivating together
with others vigorously. During the three-week Chan session, she would show
up from time to time even at the age of 87 because she doesn’t want to miss the
opportunity to get enlightened. She recites the Buddha’s name during the rest
of her time and sincerely hopes that “When our flowers open, [everyone] may

see the Buddha, realize non-production, and eventually become Buddhas.” %





