Earth Store Project Update

A Talk Given by Alan Nicholson on May 14, 2016 at Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society
Chinese Translation by Janet Lee
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Dharma brothers and sisters, it is my honor to be here. I am working
with the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to create a new Earth Store
Hall and I came to Taipei to supervise the making of a statue of Earth
Store Bodhisattva. In this project, we are working with many branches
of the government to clean up pollution from the previous owners
and remodel structures that are over seventy-five years old. Architects,
engineers, and contractors are working together to make a new Earth
Store Hall. T am honored to be responsible for overseeing the creation
of a new Earth Store Bodhisattva statue and I would like to tell you how
we chose this particular image.

The committee that is overseeing the building of the Earth Store
Bodhisattva Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas did a vast search
for statues of Earth Store Bodhisattva. We found one statuette that
everybody liked. This statuette was made in Mainland China by a wood
carver there. After much research, we found his name and his address.
In this age, we are lucky that locating things through the internet is very

easy, and can make this big world seem very small.
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We commissioned this woodcarver in Mainland China to carve this
statue. He could not make it as large as we wanted it. It is a pretty large hall
and we wanted him to make the image over 14 feet tall. To accomplish this,
we had to bring the smaller statue to Taiwan where there is the technology
and capability to create such a large statue. They have reproduced this wood
statue in clay two feet tall and then they will enlarge it to the size that we
request and cast it in bronze.

Until I became involved in this project, I didn’t know that a small
statue of a Buddha or Bodhisattva could be made into a very large statue.
I have been working with the sculptor who is making the image to refine
its appearance. This process is making for a much finer statue. When we
begin actual construction of the new building, it will take less than a year
to complete the new Earth Store Hall and the statue will be ready to install.
This is a wonderful thing and will allow more opportunities for people to
cultivate and draw near to Earth Store Bodhisattva.

I want to tell you a little story about myself. When I was much younger,
I was living in Gold Mountain Monastery in San Francisco. The Venerable
Master was living just a few doors from where my room was. My father had
recently died and I was reciting the Earth Store Sutra daily. It says in the
sutra that if you recite the sutra with a sincere heart, Earth Store Bodhisattva
will come and take you to your parents, so you can see where they are and
pay respect to them.

Every day I recited the sutra and after 14 days Earth Store Bodhisattva
came. Earth Store Bodhisattva doesn’t talk the way we talk. It’s a mind-to-
mind communication, so Earth Store Bodhisattva said “Come with me.”
We then flew up into the sky and came to where my father was. Speaking
to your parents after they have been dead for several weeks is a very strange
experience although, at the same time, it seemed very normal. When
Bodhisattvas work with us, the most unusual things can seem to be very
ordinary. I asked my father how he was and he said he was fine. After some
small talk, Earth Store Bodhisattva said it was time to go back. We then flew
up into the air and went back to the monastery.

It was not like a dream; nor like a meditation state or vision; it was
another experience which is hard to describe. When I came out of this
state, I went to tell Shifu what happened. The funny thing about this is the
whole time I was with Earth Store Bodhisattva, I had the feeling that Earth
Store Bodhisattva was just like Master Hua. I told Shifu what happened
and mentioned he looked a lot like Earth Store Bodhisattva. The Master
just smiled a big smile and gave a typical sigh “Ahh,” and said, “just keep
working.” That was all he told me. After that, I always felt a special affinity
with Earth Store Bodhisattva.

I would like to tell you a little about studying under Master Hua. I will
start with how I met him. I grew up near San Francisco. There is a beautiful
bay there, a body of water that many people like to sail boats on, and I
did this too. It was always a dream of my mine to sail around the world.

One time, I was out in the ocean for about three weeks without seeing any
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land. Many people think this is boring, however, it is a wonderful
opportunity to meditate on the nature of the world. There are no
other distractions, it is just you, your mind, a lot of water and sky.

One day my consciousness became part of the clouds, and
part of the water; I was one with the water element of the entire
world. I was the clouds and the rain, the rivers that flowed into
the ocean and the entire ocean. I think you could say it was an
experience of Oneness through contemplating nature. This was
something new for me, understanding that the world is one thing;
it’s not two.

Shortly after this, I started dreaming about a Chinese monk.
Sometimes he would be sitting, sometimes he would be standing
in the middle of my other dreams and sometimes he would walk
through them. After three or four dreams, I began to wonder
who this monk was and why this was happening. Because of the
experience I had on the ocean, of the Oneness of phenomena, the
idea of finding a teacher to explain this to me became a very big
idea in my mind, and I slowly set out to find a teacher.

I didn't know how to find a teacher, but this was my mission.
I was 22 years old and idealistic and whatever needed to be
conquered to pursue this dream I was going to do it.

A friend told me about a Buddhist monk hosting a Sutra study
and meditation session in San Francisco. I thought, “before I go
on my journey to find my teacher, I will just stop by this temple
and meet this monk and see what he has to say.” At that time,
Master Hua had a small temple in Chinatown in San Francisco on
the fourth floor, in the oldest Daoist temple in San Francisco. The
Daoist’s could not afford to keep the space, so they let Shifu rent
it. This was the beginning of the Buddhist Lecture Hall and other
Way Places of Master Hua in the United States and the West.

When I climbed the stairs to this temple, an American monk
met me at the top of the stairs said, “Please come in, you can
attend a Chinese lesson which is about to begin.” The Temple was
maybe 18 feet by 30 feet and I sat down at the table to wait for the
Chinese lesson to begin. Later I learned there was another small
room and kitchen and a bathroom back behind the altar. At that
time Master Hua walked out from behind of the altar.

Suddenly, I could hardly see the room any more; it turned
into a bright pervasive golden light, and in this bright golden
light, there was a greater ball of golden light that was so bright it
was almost blinding. Different, but on the other hand it did not
seem unusual at all. Out of this great ball of golden light, Master
Hua walked. I had found my teacher. As the light dissipated, he
beamed this big smile at me and said, “Oh it’s you. How have you
been?”

Not knowing quite what to say in a situation like this, I said,

ENGHEZIEEN S ARG T AR
BTSSR o EiE RS > B
I ERATSCERE - BERIE - PR EEE R
B > AR SRR AT SCAE—E - FRAETFAIC %
ETHTESE > i B AL G AR IR G e 2 -
B 4T —E R RIS - 231 FIMLIE FHIVEE R
s T ) SRR ) ) el o IS H CER
ETERIIE % -

WAERIR SR o = — BRERPE AT S 05 > BABE|
FSCHIR - BB ESUIEBEIT TR AR - Al
HERBIVEE > 352 NESEAEIBEITRA > FRE&K
WAt - EENH RS - B —R > RIEE
T T ZE R > BRI E REN T AR o 35 %
AR Ry BRI > (HiE R —E1E R B ARFTALIRLFHY
HE - REASHEMTE - A2RFREC - 28
B KHERE -

BH—K > REREEECCHRBERNKN—E5
mEtEE OB MEE R KKENE— - RtLE
T WER - ERATEENR - 2 BEK
g e R DERERIRKEAREG H—iBr—EEE
WA ERIFT A A RS - HHRAERE
A E 5 B -

ARA 2% RS — L PRI - Al
Free iR Es T » AR » AIE R 2T
EELEEEE o KM T = TOREBENE 1% - FREF
YaAFET IS R B2 2 RTEgHEkE ?
Ry Z FiAEE FAVME T AR EER - Fi— i
BBl g 2 A A BE B A A i 5 7 - Bt B a8 i
= -

Tl A OE T B BRI EE A A > (HERINE
EHEERER - ERFERA 25k 2EEAE
T BOERESRAOAERER RS (R -

—Ar ARG - AEM ST S LS IET
Ao FOAE - THEEAET AT > RN EBEEN
g o S EASEES TR B R G - ARE
—EEAL Y TUARR NG R > e =S T R SR R IR
B > RSN > FrbUR U - A
FEAERRRIL T #h8E8EE - g D AEEEMNE—E
L

IR S e RIS % - —(EEBILE AR TH
R BRI - T RMIEE LR
wol—kahn o EEEE RYHRA+ AR E=
TIHRK » BEREFFEE BPIGR - B2k

JANUARY 2017 VaJra BopHi Sea 133

8 A o ‘ Q134 Haog



B #i ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

So, that was my introduction to
Master Hua. The idea of self is
something living beings give to
each other, if we attain no self,

this is a very good place to be.
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“I have been ok, I am fine, how
are you?”

Then Shifu said, “I don’t have
any self; 1 don’t know whether I
am good or whether I am not
good. Some people think I am
well, some people don’t think I am
so well, but I don’t have any views
of well or not well.”

So, that was my introduction
to Master Hua. The idea of self is
something living beings give to

each other; if we attain no self, this

is a very good place to be.

After this

Master Hua, I wanted to attend this summer Sutra study session.

introduction to

I moved into this temple about a week later. At that time, there
were five people who had just left home to become Bhikkhus
and Bhikshunis. They went to Taiwan and took precepts in
an orthodox ordination ceremony. They were the first five
Americans to leave the home-life, and they were living in the
temple. There were a few other lay people, maybe a ten or fifteen
of us. There was a lot of interaction with Shifu, who lectured after
lunch and in the evening, and was there for lunch, tea, Chinese
calligraphy lessons, as well as meditation every day. He had many
opportunities to teach us. Any time he was with a disciple, it was
always a teaching moment.

He could speak for hours about the Chinese classics, about
stories of his youth, stories of other Sangha members and of lay
people. It could be very entertaining but it wasn’t just chitchat.
Soon, living in the temple, I learned that you don’t gossip and
engage in small talk, or entertain yourself and others with
talk. There was always work to be done; if it was inner work,
cultivation of your mind, that was good, and if it was outer work,
doing jobs around the temple, that was also good. There wasn’t
any distinction between these two.

During my first summer with Shifu he was lecturing the
Lotus Sutra. Most of us Americans did not know quite what to
make of Mahayana Buddhism. It was not part of our culture, so
it was a lot of work for Shifu to educate us about the proper way
to do things. He was very patient, and there was slow but sure
progress; I always admire his patience. When he was lecturing
the Lotus Sutra, for me it was like a 3D film. When he described
all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas coming here to the Dharma
assembly, I could see all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas; and when

he described all the heavenly beings who were coming to listen to
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the Dharma and hear the Sutra, also the flowers that were raining down
from the heavens, I could see it all happening right there while Shifu
lectured. I saw jeweled canopies over him and flowers raining down. I
thought everyone else saw this too, and I believe other people maybe
had similar experience in these early days.

The situation at the Buddhist Lecture Hall was quite similar to here
at Fajie in Taipei. There was a little storage room Shifu sat in when he
was not lecturing or working with his students. At night, people had
to sleep in the Buddha Hall, or some people slept on the roof. That
summer was a very intimate experience living with the Master.

In the fall of 1970 we bought another three-story building in San
Francisco. It was maybe ten times as large as the Buddhist Lecture Hall.
We had to completely renovate it, so early on I learned how to use
a hammer and a paintbrush. Shifu used every opportunity teach us.
One time during construction Shifu came upon several monks sitting
down and asked, “What is going on here?” One of the monks said,
“We are waiting for somebody to bring us nails.” Shifu just laughed, a
big laugh, and after that he often used this as a metaphor to tell people
that “You don’t have to wait for nails, you can go and get them yourself.
You should take responsibility for the job you are doing and get it done,
don’t rely on others, and don’t make excuses and wait for other people
to bring you whatever you need.” In this way, we built the Way Place.

The original Gold Mountain Monastery in the Mission District in
San Francisco had a wall down the middle, with the Buddha Hall on
one side and the kitchen, dining and lecture hall on the other side. On
the second floor, there was a library on one side and the Bhikshunis
and laywomen used the other side. On the third floor, there was the
residence for the Bhikshus and laymen, and Shifu also had a room there.
This was how we lived for years.

Shifu never told anybody that they should practice any particular
dharma, but he did say, “if you want to try any, you can.” So, I tried
sleeping sitting up. For a long time, I had a very difficult time. I made
a special box to keep my feet from slipping out. I slept in that box for
about a year. Then I built a custom chair that I could box myself into. It
was a nice chair, but I kept falling over, and finally sticking my legs out.

One time a man named Bill Brevoort invited us to Oregon. We had
bought some property for a Way Place next to his property. Shifu named
it Buddha Root Farm. It was fairly remote, and it is a peaceful and
beautiful place. About twenty-five students accompanied the Master to
Buddha Root Farm for an Amitabha session. At that time, I was one
of Shifu’s attendants. I stayed with him in a little hut that was on the
property. I was still sleeping sitting up and I think he saw that I was
having a hard time maintaining my posture all night long.

So he said, “In cultivating the Way, you dont want to lean on
anything. You don’t want to be dependent on anything, you want to be

independent. If you want to sleep siting up, you shouldn’t rely on outside
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In cultivating the Way, you
don’t want to lean on anything.
You don’t want to be dependent
on anything, you want to be
independent. If you want to
sleep siting up, you shouldn’t rely
on outside supports. You don’t
want to have a box around you,

don’t lean against the wall, just

sit there like a bell.
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supports. You don’t want to have a box around you, don’t lean
against the wall, just sit there like a bell.” I tried it that night
and it was a breakthrough for me, and my meditation became
better after that. Shifu’s teaching of not dwelling anywhere,
not relying on anything to cultivate the Way worked.

I want to emphasize some of the things that Shifu always
taught us year after year, day after day; these are basic things
that we should take into our hearts. All the Sutras we read,
are all saying the same thing. We don’t want to rely anywhere
on anything, the Dharma Realm is without any mark. Do
not seek outside; it is all around us and contains everything
yet is nowhere to be found. If you rely on the Dharma, then
you don’t need to rely on anything else. Cultivate Precepts,
Samadhi and Wisdom. With these simple basic concepts, we
can all attain Buddhahood. I hope you all attain Buddhahood
quickly.

I hope you all have an opportunity to come to America
to see the new Earth Store Bodhisattva Hall at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. It should be a very special place. We are
trying to make something that has no dwelling, the way that
I have been trying to talk about the Dharma. It’s dwelling
without dwelling anywhere. The interior of the hall will have
no windows that you can look out of. Although there will be
lots of windows, they will be white and have walls in front
of them, so the light will come through but it will be very
soft diffused white light. When you are standing there, all the
walls will be white and the ceiling will be white, then there
will be a golden image of Earth Store Bodhisattva on the altar.
I think it will be very subtle and wonderful. I hope it will be
very moving and inspire people to cultivate all of Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s Dharmas.

Since I started working on this project, I have focused my
attention on some Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Dharma doors so
I recite the Sutra and Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name quite a
bit. It is really magical. No matter what you are doing, there
are always problems. If you recite Earth Store Bodhisattvas
name with a sincere heart, suddenly there are no problems.
It’s very strange, everything gets resolved. It is a miraculous,
wonderful, magical Dharma door.

It is my great blessing and honor to be involved in this
project. I hope you recite Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name and
think of this great project in faraway America, more than ten
thousand miles away. With your help, it will be built easily.
We all have a rare opportunity to participate in this project

now. &
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