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Verse about Recollecting Previous Causes
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Composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on April 26, 1981
English Translation by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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‘When at first sight we recognize a friend, consider what previous causes have been.

A lotus root is stringy and won’t cut clean. Neither will ties with close kin.
View the cycle of rebirth with vision keen.

It’s bottomless and will never end,

Until desire and sticky feelings are cut through,

and emotion is entirely severed at its root.

When at first sight we recognize a friend, consider what previous causes have
been. Recollecting previous causes, we should think about what happened in the past.
Sometimes at first sight we recognize a friend. When we see someone, we feel that we
have great affinity with that person. We seem to be as close as blood relatives. When we
see this person, we wonder why we feel so good about him or her; why we have such a
strong affinity. Then it occurs to us, “Oh, in my past, maybe we were relatives, maybe
we were friends, maybe he was my father; maybe she was my mother; maybe my elder
or younger sister or my elder or younger brother.” In general, it’s a chaotic mess with
everything at sixes and sevens. There’s no way to express the complexity of it. That’s
the general idea of recollecting previous causes. It’s getting all caught up in imaginings.

A lotus root is stringy and won’t cut clean. Neither will ties with close kin. A

lotus root is the analogy here. When cut, the lotus root strings stay attached and are

JANUARY 2017 VaJra BopHi Sea 123



B #i ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

"FEER ST PR ) REETSRE > i
T EEFE LAY - IRIETEVIET T - R (E 42 E
% > sticky (3% ) ~ RNEcut off (VJET) -
B > BRYENHER - BB
s SEE s OBHH - RAIEREMEET
FSIERT  RAET - AlisE2 > 2R
B BEE R > HEEN T SEHRA
AT -

TR I TR TS (R e AR
BB > ERZAEAE T ¢ Tk | IR A T A
> ZIRMAR » ZBLRTH - ZIRTIER R
RINMELE » RIRMEEE » BIRMAE > T
JEE(E I LRI EENE 2 IR - S8 —(E
JiE - E/NEIREYA —EE > tgh —EE
1EHIBRE o fRER > iS/&very  terrible (FEFT]
1) - REETRZST o PR - SEAER A
feE ik -

T EHEIEEER AR E ([ER
A GERHEE S RAK 0 & E desire (
M) AT HE S MEEETHETIEE
T o BEIR o fUE B B B i emotion (15 )
— FFHEET T o 02 Hdesite (A1) - H8H
love (&) > 2HE #emotion (&) - X
Sftigvery pure (ZJH5EF) | &

not easy to cut through. It’s the same with ties with close kin. Maybe this
person was an immediate relative. He might have been my father or mother
some uncountable eon ago. Or perhaps she was one of my six kinds of close
relatives—a brother, a parent, or a grandparent. We have no idea who that
person might be. We're muddled and can't figure it out. Basically there is
a close but imperceptible relationship. Maybe we were husband and wife;
maybe we were father and son, or some other intimate relationship.

View the cycle of rebirth with vision keen. It’s bottomless and will
never end. Remember the stringy lotus root that fails to cut clean and
quickly awaken! “Oh! We are in the paths of rebirth where we suddenly
ascend and suddenly descend; we are suddenly a hungry ghost; suddenly
an animal; suddenly an asura; suddenly a human being. When will it ever
stop?” It’s bottomless and will never end. The cycle of rebirth is a six-spoked
wheel. Those paths are bottomless pits. There is no end to them. Wouldn't
you say that is really terrible? It’s really impossible to endure. So the verse
tells us: View the cycle of rebirth with keen vision. It's bottomless and will
never end.

Until desire and sticky feelings are cut through, and emotion is
entirely severed at its root. Since the cycle of birth and death is a botcomless
pit, at this point we need to firmly make the resolve to cut off desire. Don't
entertain it. Rebirth will only end when desire and sticky feelings are cut
through and emotion is entirely severed at its root. As to emotional love,
imagine a knife cutting it off. Sever emotional reactions—cut clear through
the root of them. Then there will be no more desire, no more lust, no more

emotion. Wouldn’t you say that we will then be very pure? &
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Three Kinds of Compassion
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First, Loving Compassion. This is a sympathetic attitude which most people would have towards others;
it can also be called an attitude of Loving Sympathy. Average men love and sympathize with those close
to them, but not with strangers. Seeing relatives or friends in distress, they exhaust their strength to help
them, but when strangers are suffering, they pay them no heed. Why? Because they don’t have a loving
or caring mind toward them. Having compassion for those you love and don't love is called Loving
Compassion.

s To be continued
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