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The Analects of Confucius

(continued)

b EAH
B~ BIFAL hE
Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua

English translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

" —RILIHE - AR SR EE - —
e T | BREBRELT  BEAE
WA — {1l ey i ol & S8 AR L 2 A2 ILZ03E
T —RE ML ZISE - M A SRR 7 A
SCBE ~ FROGZATHRT - 80 TRiEEEE
T BANABE? | AEIA] > BEER
HIRHEERE AR - B (BB - R4
o BRI AAG RS - EA—E
MEEE -

RYRIEMEERE - EFEAEH
— NTHEET - EILZEIE T o IREEEE
5t ACEE AT LLIE S » PassHY » A LU FL—
A AREE AL B4R
T ARAME —EER R ESNE - B
B MESME LTI > BELILZISE
TV RER NS TE — (EE R o H A
W ? REEEE T ILZISE T L s IREE T S

VAN
%] o = :
L [=$

Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

And a source of dread on the other. Sometimes, it can also be quite a
frightening thought: “Alas! As they are already so advanced in years, who
knows when there will be a problem?” This does not mean they are going to
die straightaway. What if you expect them to die immediately and they don’t?
On such occasions, parents and children will come to blows again, with the
latter saying: “Since you are already so old, why don’t you just drop dead?”
The fear is not about them dying this very instant but whether they will fall ill
or meet with any mishap. Then again, even young people may not necessarily
survive if they get into an accident.

Perhaps, Guo Ming may be thinking of a scenario where an elderly driver
is killed instantly in a traffic accident. This idea is passable and we can make
an exception in this case. What he means is this: “If an elderly person who has
blurred vision and is hard of hearing were to take a Volkswagen out for a spin
and ended up speeding, it would be very easy for him to get into an accident
and die instantly!” You should include this explanatory note. All you said was
“die instantly.” Since you have just started learning Chinese, it did not quite
make sense, but for your level, however, it’s alright. The fact that you are able

to understand this passage, that is not bad at all!
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But don’t think: “Oh, if my mother dies right now, it will make it
easier for me to cultivate.” Don’t be like the person I mentioned before.
Since his parents did not permit him to leave the home life, he tricked
them into getting on a boat and pushed them overboard. Then, he left

the home-life to cultivate and eventually attained fruition, but don’t be

like him!

(22) The Master said, “The ancients were very cautious in their
speech, for they considered it shameful if their actions fell short of

their words.”

Good morning! I have not been lecturing to you for so many
days, so I'm glad to be back. That’s why I wished all of you, “Good
morning.” This is a truly genuine greeting; 'm not faking it and I'm
not being perfunctory. Since all of you young people are the future
assets and masters of the world, you have to shoulder the responsibility
of improving the global situation. To do that, you will first have to
rectify your own body, mouth and mind. With your body, abide by the
country’s laws and regulations and refrain from doing anything illegal.
With your mouth, try your best to extol the virtuous governance of
this country. Let everybody know about the benefits your country has
given you and other citizens. In your thoughts, cherish the intention
to relieve mankind of calamities. The disasters afflicting humanity
throughout the world are due to people’s selfishness. If we are able to
rid our minds of selfish thoughts and intentions, it is a good start in
reducing global disasters. Therefore, all of you should pay particular
attention to this point!

The passage of the Analects that we are discussing today is very
important for all of you young people because it teaches the principle of
proper human conduct. Today, we will be making an exception. With
no electricity, we have lit candles in the classroom and it looks like it’s
going to rain soon, so we will talk about the world’s genuinely bright
principles. Previously, I said that each and every one of you who has
a share of warmth must bring forth a share of light to help the world.
Our share of light is meant to illuminate the world, not to only shine
on the individual. We, as individuals, are insignificant and yet we play
an extremely decisive role. If we conduct ourselves in the proper way,
we can wipe out the disasters in the world; if we conduct ourselves in an
improper way, we will only increase the world’s calamities. Therefore,
every one of us is equally important.

Today’s portion of the Analects reads: The Master said. Confucius
said this. The ancients refer to people of ancient times. How did they
behave? They were very cautious in their speech, for they considered

it shameful if their actions fell short of their words.

sdTo be continued





