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Translated by the International Translation Institute

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Those multitudes who were attached to the Dharma / All received this Bodhisattva’s
/ Teaching and successfully / Were led to abide in the Buddha Way — All those
arrogant Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas, and Upasikas who were attached to the
Dharma fell into hells; after they had finished undergoing retribution in the hells,
they were reborn as human beings. Seeing Bodhisattva Never Slighting’s great spiritual
powers and his power of great wholesome stillness, they all accepted his teachings,
which enabled them to cultivate the Way of all Buddhas.

When Never Slighting’s life ended / He met with countless Buddhas. After
Bodhisattva Never Slighting’s life ended, he met with countless Buddhas appearing in
the world in life after life. And because he spoke this Sutra / He attained limitless
blessings. Bodhisattva Never Slighting spoke the Wondrous Dharma Lotus Sutra at
every moment, in every month and year, and in life after life; therefore he was adorned
with immeasurable blessings and virtue. Gradually perfecting his merit and virtue /
He quickly realized the Buddha Way. Since Bodhisattva Never Slighting gradually
perfected the merit and virtue of the Bodhisattva Path, he quickly accomplished
Buddhahood.

Sutra:

Bodhisattva Never Slighting at that time
Is actually me.

The fourfold assembly at that time

Who were attached to the Dharma,
Heard Bodhisattva Never Slighting say,
“You shall all become Buddhas.”
Because of these causes and conditions
They met with countless Buddhas.

Those people are none other
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Than the five hundred Bodhisattvas
And men and women of pure faith
In this fourfold assembly

Who are now in front of me,

Listening to the Dharma.

Commentary:

Bodhisattva Never Slighting at that time / Is actually me. Who is the
Bodhisattva Never Slighting that [ am talking about? It is I, Shakyamuni Buddha,
in a previous life. I was practicing the Bodhisattva Path of never slighting others.

The fourfold assembly at that time / Who were attached to the Dharma,
The fourfold assembly who slandered and abused Bodhisattva Never Slighting,
and those who were arrogant and attached to the Dharma, heard Bodhisattva
Never Slighting say, / “You shall all become Buddhas.” / Because of these
causes and conditions, / They met with countless Buddhas. They heard
Bodhisattva Never Slighting speak Dharma for them, saying, “You shall all
become Buddhas.” By virtue of these causes and conditions, they were able to
meet with countless and limitless Buddhas.

Those people are none other / Than the five hundred Bodhisattvas,
Bodhisattva Bhadrapala and others among the five hundred Bodhisattvas in
this assembly, who were arrogant Bhikshus and Bhikshunis at that time that
slandered Bodhisattva Never Slighting, and have now attained the position of
irreversibility. They are very good at keeping precepts. And men and women
of pure faith / In this fourfold assembly / Who are now in front of me /
Listening to the Dharma. Other Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas and Upasikas
in this assembly who slighted, slandered and abused me in the past, are all right
here in front of me. They all have made the resolve for Bodhi. Why do they
make the Bodhi resolve? Because I had planted the Bodhi seeds in them. How
did that happen? At that time, Bodhisattva Never Slighting said to them, “I
dare not slight you, for you shall all become Buddhas.” He bestowed predictions
upon and respectfully bowed to them. Because of this, those who slandered
me in the past are right in front of me now and listening to my lecture on the

Dbharma Flower Sutra.
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Today is the first day of the Guanyin Recitation Session. All those who attend
this Guanyin Session must bring forth their utmost sincerity. Recite Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name as if you were facing her. Don’t be lazy, dont be lax, and
do not give rise to discursive thoughts. When we cultivate, we must be single-
minded. If you are not single-minded, you will not get any benefit or response
no matter what Dharma door you practice. All those who have come to attend
the Guanyin Session must be sincerely mindful of Guanyin Bodhisattva. You
must recite earnestly; recite clearly with your mouth, listen carefully with your
ears and be sincere in your mind. If you are mindful of Guanyin Bodhisattva,
Guanyin Bodhisattva will also be mindful of you. When both are mindful of

each other, there will be an inconceivable response. .
’ P s0To be continued
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