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2016 Honoring Elders Day Celebrations throughout
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
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2016 Honoring Elders Day was celebrated at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
as well as at several branch monasteries from September to November. This
annual event was first established by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in 1992.
As always, this year’s celebrations brought love and care to elders who enjoyed the

warmth and were delighted with the activities.

North America

West Coast of the United States
In September, Gold Summit Monastery and Gold Sage Monastery were the

first two branch monasteries to celebrate Honoring Elders Day.

Seattle, Washington
Gold Summit Monastery invited 120 elders. Over 200 volunteers helped
care for the elders. Each elder was given a beautiful flower brooch upon arrival.

Local laypeople prepared over 20 performances including dragon dance, lion



B2 T e NKECRSEREAINIE - I I
EANRNBIAFE - a0 1755 - %
M~ EEFIEF 20D TG RAVETH - AR
B ERRI R, - g AAASE - (H
{lEBHE Ly = PEEtEACEENRT A B F ST AT
HEERN > HEEMELEOUE -

e

BETFSELIFIB30LE NRLSINHE
B > HF90ER L EAVE ARENE 140 > BEH
% N EAHBEN - BB SFRE RIS T S Bl
i R ARREELEZE - RETFRED
SO R EEEE Eam# o HEEARESR
HiE o SHEBLEBR > ESIHISERHE -
EEESFE RAMEA AR EGITE T - A
BLIPNEE & enli I

ey

O NIEE

ESLERINAE 10 H W1 BRI B > B IR EERSS
P SERE SRR LUK 248 RS piAE Bh et
AU R EARIYFRE - TR EEIE B/ NS
a4 ENE T BT, B TG ER[E
@ o RIS 2008R R E ARE S - TR E
YR RETE B AR M A HECE RN E R TR
NP5 > R BN BB B3 s — B A
SRR

Bzl

ALY ES L R Y < LU EESF R 10 H #I1BH X
BRI HRAA1% o 230(E EEALAE R Z N B4
e AR AR E EAERGE RIFRL ~ 7VE
BB EIEEESFPIIMNER TRmE - Bk
BB AR N 10 B 23 H R b fE B A A < L 1 B2 S
BhiE - DUEHER SR ST H R E - IS
IRINEGHE - —AZHES ~ —HBEEH -
TERAEORR - &6 HVREE LA
2~ ZEREE 5 RIS W
03> EHEARIRB A AFTHT -

B

EfmsF FR10H 23 H 2B THeE T - 49400 A2
I dmsr TR A DU E S L RIE S
HETH - RS ERES R P At B N

dance, songs and dances. A professional baker donated a big cake for
the event. Free prizes were raffled off to elders who enjoyed receiving
the prizes. Bhikshu Heng Lai came all the way from Snow Mountain
Monastery to join in the celebration and to give his best wishes to all the

elders.

San Jose, California

One hundred and thirty elders signed up for the Honoring Elders
Day at Gold Sage Monastery this year. Fourteen of them were over 90
years old and one was even a centenarian. A Traditional Chinese Medicine
doctor gave a talk, sharing with the elders ways of staying healthy and
enjoying longevity. Members of the Elders’ Dharma Study Group, who
sang at past Honoring FElders Celebration, this year were among the
audience watching performances. Dharma Master Heng Tsai, manager
of Gold Sage Monastery, gave a brief talk. She explained that a human
body is difficult to obtain and exhorted everyone to recite the Buddha’s

name more.

West Sacramento, California

The City of Dharma Realm celebrated Honoring Elders Day in early
October this year. The lion dance troupe from the Boys™ School at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas as well as the dragon dance troupe and
the 24-season Drummers, gave wonderful performances. Students from
Instilling Goodness Elementary School and Developing Virtue Secondary
School at the City of Dharma Realm sang songs entitled “Conducts and
Vows of Samantabhadra” and “The Commonwealth” to over 200 elders.
Dharma Master Heng Gwei, manager of the City of Dharma Realm,
talked about the meaning of the celebration of Honoring Elders Day, and
led the elders in reciting the Buddha’s name, which added calmness and

peace to the hustle and bustle of the event.

San Francisco, California

Gold Mountain Monastery, located in San Francisco’s Chinatown,
took reservations for Honoring Elders Day in early October. Two hundred
and thirty seats were all booked in just half a day. Some elders even lined
up outside the gate as early as 5am or 6am in the morning in the hope
of being the first one to sign up for this event. On October 23, students
from the Girls' School at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas performed
elegant dances and songs to entertain the seniors. Since the space was
limited, the performers had to do their shows twice—first for those on
the second floor, and then for those on the third floor. There were also

two big cakes for elders, one on each floor.

Los Angeles, California
Around 400 people participated in the Honoring Elders Day
Celebration at Gold Wheel Monastery on October 23. Chinese school
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students and lay supporters of Gold Wheel Monastery provided many
wonderful performances. Developing Virtue Secondary School girl students
from the City of Dharma Realm sang folk songs for the elders. The program
ended with cake-cutting and reciting of the Buddha’s name. Dharma Master
Heng Shr, manager of Gold Wheel Monastery, said she hoped the tradition of
filial respect could gain a foothold in the west and shared with elders and guests
the following couplets composed by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua:

When blessings and wisdom are perfected, everyone will congratulate you.

When the Tao and virtue are both achieved, even the grass and trees are
delighted.

1 feel ashamed of my stupid resolve to imitate the bamboo and plum tree which
endure the ice and snow.

1 wish all of you good health, like the pines and cedars, evergreen.

Talmage, California

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas celebrated Honoring Elders Day on
November 19. Even though it was windy and raining, 350 elders from the local
community still came for this event. This was 50 elders more than last year.
The total number of participants, including CTTB residents and students, was
around 600. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the program had to be revised
at the last minute. Developing Virtue Girls’ School students had only a couple
of hours to create and rehearse five new shows, including Taiko drumming, a
Guzheng quartet, a Pipa solo and two piano solos. The last-minute adjustments
showed their flexibility, creativity and talent. Mendocino County Supervisor,
Carre Brown and County CEO Carmel Angelo, both attended the event.
Carre Brown gave a talk saying that there are many holidays in the Western
culture, but there is not one that celebrates our elders. She quoted Venerable
Master Hua, “I wish to take all elders as my father and mother. All men are my
father, all women my mother.” She said, “Thank you, City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, for this celebration...Honoring our Elders is something we should

do every day, not only honoring but also caring of our elderly population.

East Coast of the United States

Metropolitan Area of Washington, DC

Around one hundred and ten elders came to celebrate Honoring Elders Day
on October 23 at Avatamsaka Vihara, located in Bethesda, Maryland. Dharma
Master Heng Je, manager of Avatamsaka Vihara, led everyone in reciting the
Six-syllable Greatly Bright Mantra, Om Mani Padmi Hum. She wished every
elder the joy of their seniority and longevity, and hoped that their blessings
and wisdom would be perfected. The wonderful program included martial
arts, Guzheng and Chinese opera. Kindergarten students sang and danced as
well. The Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth members tried their best to entertain
elders who laughed joyfully at DRBY’s performance. A vegetarian luncheon

was served after the performances. All the elders had a wonderful time.
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Canada

Vancouver

Gold Buddha Monastery celebrated Honoring Elders Day on both
October 9 and October 10. Five hundred and ten elders were invited. There
were ample prizes for the elders this year. As long as the elders answered
questions, or performed on stage, they got a prize. Among the rich and
varied performances were the Taiko Drum Ceremony, and singing and
exercise. Dharma Master Heng Jung, manager of Gold Buddha Monastery
noted that the theme for this year was “Three Wholesome Activities” which
refers to having a good intention, speaking good words, doing good deeds.
She told those assembled, “Smile at the mirror three times a day, say kind
words to others and do the right things every day. These three together are
called “Three Daily Wholesome Activities.””

Calgary

Avatamsaka Monastery held a vegetarian luncheon to honor elders on
October 15. Among the 250 elders invited, the oldest was 98 years. Over
80 volunteers helped at the luncheon. Dharma Master Jin Xing, manager of
Avatamsaka Monastery, explained that because the expansion construction
work is still going on, there was less space available to hold the event, and
the number of elders who attended was half that of past years. Nevertheless,
she expressed her sincere wish that the elders would stay healthy, enjoy
longevity and have a good life. The elders enjoyed watching Sunday school
students of Avatamsaka Monastery demonstrate using the hula hoop, break
dancing as well as other performances, and were treated to a delicious

vegetarian feast.

Asia
Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur

Dharma Realm Guanyin Sagely Monastery celebrated Honoring Elders
Day twice on the first two Sundays in November. Elders came from Kuala
Lumpur as well as from the vicinity of Guan Yin Sagely Monastery in Negeri
Sembilan, and the two branch monasteries in Selangor Darul Ehsan, Fa Yuan
Monastery and Lotus Vihara. Nearly 2,000 elders participated and over
600 volunteers served the elders. Dharma Master Heng Zhang, manager
of Dharma Realm Guanyin Sagely Monastery, noted that honoring elders
means to respect not only our own elders but others’ elders as well. He also

urged young people to show filial respect to their parents.
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Penang

The Penang Branch of the Malaysia Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association also held an Honoring Elders Day. Nearly 100 elders were
invited. Sunday school students not only performed for the elders, but
also offered tea to the two most senior elders who are in their eighties.
Dharma Master Heng Zhang came all the way from Kuala Lumpur and
led the elders in reciting the Buddha’s name. He noted that Honoring
Elders Day provided a good opportunity for young people to serve their

elders.

Hong Kong

The Buddhist Lecture Hall celebrated Honoring Elders Day in
early November. Nearly one hundred people participated in this event.
Dharma Master Heng Mao, manager of the Buddhist Lecture Hall,
invited a traditional Chinese doctor to teach elders “Sitting Tai-chi”
which allows elders to practice Tai-chi in a sitting posture for the sake of
better health. Sunday school students recited a part of Standards for Being
a Good Student and The Confucius Analects for the elders. These children
made flower arrangements and offered them to elders. The elders then
offered these flowers to the Buddhas. They also performed a play about
“The Western Pure Land” to introduce the elders to the wonders of the
Western Pure Land.

Taiwan

Dharma Realm temple in Taipei invited over one hundred and thirty
elders for Honoring Elders Day this year. Among them were twenty
five elders from Nangang District who lived alone or in poverty in the
neighborhood of the temple. The assembly recited 7he Universal Door
Chapter of the Lotus Sutra to open the celebration of this event. Students
of the Dharma Realm School, both the children’s class and the youth
class, as well as teachers, all performed for the elders. One layperson from
Kaohsiong in southern Taiwan came all the way to Taipei to perform
martial arts and bring more diversity to the program. Dharma Master Jin
Gwo suggested that elders should not nag or fuss over their offsprings.
Instead, they should give their children and grandchildren opportunities
to show filial respect.

At the end of the event, Dharma Master Heng Yun, manager of the
Taipei Dharma Realm temple, gave advice that was in fact on the mind
of every Dharma Master and layperson who took part in the preparation
for the event. She said, “The varied and colorful performances and
the sumptuous feast will all soon be over. Only the enrichment of the
Buddhadharmawill last.” She exhorted elders “to replace their mindfulness
of their children with mindfulness of the Buddha, and to jump out of the
love canal of the three realms through mindfulness of the Buddha and

reach the Western Pure Land which is our original homeland.” g
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