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Building up Blessings and Wisdom by Building Temples and Shrines:

Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist Institute and Earth Store Hall Building Project
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas Are Off to A Good Start
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W 7% & X/3# Written and translated by Xiusi Miao

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist
Institute on the east campus of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was held on June
12, 2016, the day commemorating the 21 anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua’s entering nirvana. However, a re-measurement of the projected construction
site found that the wetland had expanded from 2.6 acres to 16.6 acres and now
covered areas of the proposed dining hall and the courtyard of the new Buddha
Hall. Hence, a new application was completed on September 12, 2016 to request
moving the construction site of new Buddha Hall and men’s quarters 400 feet to
the north.

At a public hearing on October 6, 2016, the Mendocino County Planning
Commission passed the new request unanimously. Another public hearing was
held on November 14 before the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors. They
also unanimously voted to approve moving 400 feet northward. The new Buddha
Hall will be located on the highest spot within the approved construction area. It is
truly wonderful beyond words.

This project was first named “Buddhist Training Academy” and Venerable
Master Hua named the projected Buddha Hall complex “Wonderful Enlightenment
Sagely Monastery.” Later, its name was changed into “International Institute of
Philosophy and Ethics”(IIPE). The project was approved and a building permit
was issued by the Mendocino County. In recent years, the Oversight Committee
of this project has adopted a new name “Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist
Institute”(WEBI). However, its official name is still “The International Institute of
Philosophy and Ethics.”

On November 21, 2016, representatives from an architect firm gave a
presentation at the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on three
possible designs for the new Buddha Hall and listened to the assembly’s opinions.
The first design is of a more traditional Chinese style with three layers of the roof,
a glass door and glass walls for the entrance. The second design is more western in
style with a high ceiling. The Buddha statues can be seen from outside. The third
design looks like a Chinese Buddhist temple from Tang Dynasty with Bell and
Drum Towers on the two sides of the Buddha Hall.

The Dharma Realm Buddhist Association Board of Trustees will vote on the

three designs at the the next board meeting, scheduled in early 2017. Once a
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Group photo during the Amitabha Buddha
Recitation Session in the new Buddha Hall
at Gold Coast Dharma Realm, Australia.
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conceptual design has been chosen, a detailed design and construction documents will
proceed. The construction of the new Buddha Hall is expected to begin in 2018 which
happens to be the year of the 100" birthday of the Venerable Master Hua. Construction
documents for men’s quarters will be submitted to Mendocino County by the end of 2016
for approval. Construction is expected to start sometime in 2017.

The Earth Store Hall Building Project, another construction project at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas, received a permit from the County of Mendocino on November
7, 2016. The statue of Earth Store Bodhisattva that will grace the new Earth Store Hall is
currently being fabricated in Taiwan. It will be sent to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
for installation when the Earth Store Hall renovation work has been completed.

Avatamsaka Monastery, a branch monastery of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
in Calgary, Canada, will complete its new Buddha Hall construction in 2017. Yet another
branch monastery in Australia, Gold Coast Dharma Realm, will finish its new Buddha Hall
construction work by the end of 2016 and expects to finish its interior as well as a new
dining hall in 2017.

In the book, A Pictorial Biography of the Venerable Master Hsu Yun, it is said that once,
Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s parents offered incense, prayed and made vows before an
image of the Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara in an ancient temple. They saw that the main
temple was in ruins. They also saw that a bridge had fallen into disrepair. Thereupon,
Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s parents hired workmen to reconstruct and restore the temple
and bridge so they would look new again. Venerable Master Hsuan Hua composed a verse

in commemoration and gave it the title “Rebuilding the Temple and Bridge”:
Build up blessings, build up wisdom by building temples and shrines.
Build the Way, build up virtue by building bridges, roo.
Building causes builds effects.
Build it within yourself:
Build the wholesome, build humaneness, build up your self-reliance.

For Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, 2017 will be a year of “Rebuilding the
Temple and the Bridge” which is also the theme of this year’s DRBA calendar. It urges

everyone cultivate and make progress! g
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