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TheTwenty-Fifth Patriarch,
Venerable Basiasita (continued)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 11, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Another verse says: [by Venerable Master Husan Hua]
His mother dreamed of a magic sword and gave birth to an exceptional son.
He kept his left fist tightly clenched. The patriarch’s intent hung in the air.
Give me back my pearl. The Buddhas welcome you!
Go quickly! Take up the burden of the Way and its transmission.
“Difficulty is predicted for the Dharma, and so it is essential to uphold it.
When the robe of faith is set on fire, do not become anxious.”
Within hundreds of thousands of samadhis, he roams at ease.

His darira piled a foot high, since he tallied with the true source.

Commentary:

Patriarchs do not need our praise. We can praise them or not praise them, it doesn’t
matter to them. If we praise them, they do not become greater; if we don’t praise them,
they will not diminish. But we of later generations are so inspired by the Patriarchs’
virtue and by their erudition and wisdom that we cannot refrain from praising them.
And so we write a few lines. When I had just come to America, I wrote eight-line verses
for each segment of the Heart Sutra. After that I began writing eight-line verses to
praise each Patriarch.

Basically this was not necessary. But once I started writing in praise of one Patriarch’s
virtue, erudition, and wisdom, it was not enough. It was as if I could not stop. So I
wrote eight-line verses for each and placed them at the end of their biographical essays.
used my rather dull-witted observations to write these verses in praise of them. I would

not call these praises “poems”, because poetic structure is rigid and has many rules
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governing it. By calling them verses, people can listen to them without
being concerned about how correct I was in writing them. Let us look at
today’s verse:

His mother dreamed of a magic sword and gave birth to an
exceptional son. After dreaming of the magic sword, Venerable Basiasita’s
mother became pregnant. The child she bore was quite unusual. What was
so strange about him?

He kept his left fist tightly clenched. At birth, the infant’s left hand
was curled tightly into a fist and no one could open it. That is because he
had made a silent pact with Venerable Lion. The patriarch’s intent hung
in the air. Thats referring to the silent pact between them. Imperceptibly,
the twenty-fourth patriarch already had an appointment with the lad. If it
hadn’t been arranged in advance, then why would Bhiksu Simha, as soon
as he saw the lad, ask him for the pearl? If the pearl did not belong to
Bhiksu Simha, why would he ask for it? If the two hadn’t made a previous
arrangement, why would the child open his hand and give Bhiksu Simha
the pearl? They had a pact and they acted it out together so that the lad’s
father would allow him to leave home and cultivate the Way. That’s why
the patriarch’s intent hung in the air. Bhiksu Simha and the child had an
agreement that no one else knew about. Don’t you suppose that’s how it
was?

Give me back my pearl. The Buddhas welcome you! Bhiksu Simha
> This child

was very obedient. Right away he opened his fist and returned the pearl to

stuck out his hand and demanded, “Give me back my pearl.’

him. This incident had previous causes that led to this later effect. It was as
if he had been waiting for the Buddha to come and welcome him.

Go quickly! Take up the burden of the Way and its transmission.
Now you should go swiftly and propagate the Buddhadharma. Be swift!
Leave home quickly, cultivate, and help spread the Buddha’s teaching.
Shoulder the burden of the Tathagata’s traditions and teachings and
transmit the Dharma, using the method of the mind-seal.

Difficulty is predicted for the Dharma, and so it is essential to
uphold it. Previous patriarchs have said that the Buddhadharma will meet
with difficulty. A king will wish to purge it. You should accept such tests
when they arise. You will personally be tested.

When the robe of faith is set on fire, do not become anxious. The
robe will be burned but you need not fear. Don’t be afraid. Quite naturally
there will be a response. In the future, the king will believe in a non-
Buddhist religion. He will try to harm Buddhism. If he comes to you, you
should give him the robe and he will try to burn it but he won’t be able to
do that. And then he will become repentant and will be inspired to believe!

So, have no fear.

0 To be continued





