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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary

CHAPTER ONE:

SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Although few, Westerners who hear the true
Buddhadharma mostly do not recognize it,
because they do not understand Buddhism.
For example, take someone who has never seen
gold. If you hand him gold, he may treat is as
he would copper. Another example would be
to treat diamond as glass. Similarly, although
I explain the true Buddhadharma, which is
rare, many do not recognize it. They consider
it ordinary and external, rather than internal.
How can you understand the inner if you do
not even understand the outer? You must try
a two-pronged approach. You cannot cultivate
without understanding principles; you cannot
understand principles if you do not cultivate.
Understanding and practice must correspond.
“Understanding” means to understand
the Buddhadharma and “practice” means
cultivating according to the Buddhadharma.

‘When Shakyamuni Buddha explained this
Earth Store Sutra, even Manjushri Bodhisattva
raised his concern that Sound Hearers of small
attainment, as well as the Eightfold Division
of gods, dragons and others and all beings of
the future will not believe it. Since they do
not have enough roots of goodness, although
they hear these honest words the Buddha
articulated, they will be skeptical, for sure. Even
if they receive the teaching most respectfully,
although they may respect it, their veneration
is temporary and short-lived.

For instance, some people just go along
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with the crowd and take refuge, but they have no faith because their heads are full of
deviant knowledge and deviant views. They do not understand the proper Dharma
when you explain it to them. They do not know what they hear, they will still
be unable to avoid slandering it. While Shakyamuni Buddha was in the world,
Manjushri Bodhisattva suggested: My only wish is that the World Honored One
will proclaim for everyone what Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva practiced
and what vows he made while on the level of planting causes. I wish you, World
Honored One, will say a bit more about Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva, this
great Bodhisattva. What practices did he cultivate and what vows did he make in
lives past? No matter what vows we make, we must fulfill our promises and do what
we say we will. We cannot deviate from that no matter what kind of hardship or
difficulty we encounter. We should practice according to our vows. What are his
vows that now enable him to accomplish, to succeed, in doing such inconceivable

deeds? What type of inconceivable state has Earth Store Bodhisattva achieved?

Sutra:

The Buddha said to Manjushri, “By way of analogy, suppose that each blade
of grass and tree in a field or forest, each rice plant, hemp stalk, bamboo, reed, and
each dust mote from mountain boulders in a Three Thousand Great Thousand
World System counted as a Ganges river. Then consider the grains of sand in
every one of those Ganges rivers. Then suppose that each grain of sand was a
world and that each dust mote in each of those worlds was an eon. Then suppose
each dust mote accumulated in each of those eons was itself an eon. The time
elapsed since Earth Store Bodhisattva was certified to the position of the Tenth
Ground is a thousand times longer than that in the above analogy. Even longer

was the time he dwelled on the levels of Sound Hearer and Pratyekabuddha.

Commentary:

The Buddha said to Manjushri. Shakyamuni Buddha told Bodhisattva
Manjushri, “Let’s consider a comparison.” What comparison? “By way of analogy,
consider each blade of grass and tree in a field or forest, each rice plant, hemp
stalk, bamboo, reed and each dust mote from mountain boulders in a Three
Thousand Great Thousand World System. We are not talking about just one of
each of these items, but all the trees, all the forests. The word “forest” is composed
of two Chinese characters: %ﬂ‘céng lin. %cc’mg literally means grassy areas; e
lin literally means groves of trees. Rice plants are for food; hemp stalks make useful
materials. How many bamboo plants and reeds are there in a Three Thousand Great
Thousand World System? Can they all be counted? They cannot. Nor can each dust
mote from mountain boulders. An accumulation of lots of motes of dust can create a
mountain. There are so many things in the Three Thousand Great Thousand World

System. Suppose each...counted as a Ganges river.

s To be continued
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