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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary

CHAPTER TWENTY:

NEVER SLIGHTING BODHISATTVA

Revised version
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Sutra:

Bodhisattva Never Slighting
Would approach them

And say:

“I will not slight you,

For you are practicing the Way
And shall all become Buddhas.”
Hearing that, they slighted,
Slandered and abused him.
Bodhisattva Never Slighting
Was able to endure it.

Commentary:

Bodhisattva Never Slighting / Would
approach them / And say: At that time, wishing
to take those arrogant Bhikshus across, Bodhisattva
Never Slighting went to the arrogant fourfold
assembly who were attached to the Dharma, and
said to them, “I will not slight you / For you
are practicing the Way / And shall all become
Buddhas.” I absolutely do not dare to slight you!
Because what you are practicing is the Bodhisattva
Path, and in the future you shall all become
Buddhas.

Hearing that, they slighted / Slandered and
abused him. / Bodhisattva Never Slighting / Was
able to endure it. The fourfold assembly, who were
attached to the Dharma, slandered and scolded
him after hearing his words. However, despite the
fact that Bodhisattva Never Slighting was yelled at,
and beaten with punches and kicks, with sticks,
tiles and stones, and all kinds of tools, he bowed to
those people and bestowed predictions upon them.
At that time, Bodhisattva Never Slighting neither
became angry nor lost his temper in the slightest.
No matter how badly they treated, scolded, or beat

or provoked him, he was able to endure it.
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Sutra:
When he had paid off his offenses,
At the end of his life,
He got to hear this Sutra,
And his six sense faculties became pure.
By virtue of his spiritual powers,
His life span was increased,
And for the sake of others,
He extensively spoke this Sutra.
Those multitudes who were attached to the Dharma
All received this Bodhisattva’s
Teaching and successfully
Were led to abide in the Buddha Way.
When Never Slighting’s life ended,
He met with countless Buddhas,
And because he explained this Sutra,
He attained limitless blessings.
Gradually perfecting his merit and virtue,
He quickly realized the Buddha Way.

Commentary:

‘When he had paid off his offenses, why did Bodhisattva Never Slighting still
have offenses when he bowed to others? They weren't offenses created by his bowing,
but they were his offenses committed in previous lives that had not yet been paid. The
Vajra Sutra says, “If a good man or good woman receives, holds, reads, and recites this
Sutra and if people ridicule him, that person has karmic offenses from previous lives
which destine him for the evil paths. In his present life, other people ridicule him, so his
previous karmic offenses are destroyed, and he will attain Anuttarasamyaksambodhi.”
While practicing the Bodhisattva Way of never slighting people, Bodhisattva Never
Slighting was beaten, insulted and disparaged by others; and because of that, his
offenses of ridiculing others in his previous lives were completely eliminated.

At the end of his life / He got to hear this Sutra; therefore, at the end of his life,
he was able to hear the Wondrous Dharma Lotus Sutra and its inconceivable principles.
And his six sense faculties became pure. / By virtue of his spiritual powers, /
His lifespan was increased. At that time, his six sense faculties became pure and he
attained the power of his six sense faculties functioning interchangeably. How could
that happen? It was because he became pure. Being pure, his six sense faculties could
function interchangeably. Moreover, his lifespan increased because of his great spiritual
powers, great wisdom, and great courage. Not only did he not die, but also his lifespan
was greatly prolonged.

And for the sake of others, / He extensively spoke this Sutra. This Bodhisattva
Never Slighting widely proclaimed, lectured and explained this Wondrous Dharma

Lotus Sutra for the benefit of everyone.

s0To be continued
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