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By Atvatamsaka Vihara

The Concert for Compassion, a Gwhyneth Chen’s piano recital, was held on
the afternoon of October 1%, 2016 at Avatamsaka Vihara, a branch monastery
of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association in Maryland, United States. Ms.
Chen’s wonderful skill in piano deeply moved the audience of over four
hundred people. This occasion was extremely rare—a combination of world
class music and the right conditions for such a gathering.

Several hours before the concert began, there was already a large audience
queuing outside Avatamsaka Vihara. But the pianist was still on her way,
because New York was hit by a hurricane the day before and all the flights
to Washington DC on Friday evening were cancelled. Gwhyneth Chen was
waiting at the airport and didn’t know what to do. However, she knew that she
needed to calm down, and once she did, she was able to function again. That
has always been her reaction to surprises: Do nothing. Finally, she decided to
take the train from New York to Washington, DC on Saturday morning so she
would not disappoint her music aficionados.

However, another challenge arose when her concert gown and shoes and all
other paraphernalia for the concert had been checked in with the airlines. After

the cancellation, the airlines could not find her luggage. So, she went to the
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dry cleaner’s to get an old gown at 8 AM on Saturday, rushed to catch
a train from New York to DC at 10 AM, and arrived at Avatamsaka
Vihara at exactly 2:15 in time for the 3 PM concert.

Dharma Master Heng Je, manager of Avatamsaka Vihara, said to
the honorable guests that classical music remains a dominant cultural
factor in the West. Therefore, interaction between Buddhism and
Western music is both inevitable and necessary for a real transplant
of Buddhism to take place in the United States. She hoped that the
Concert for Compassion could find some synergy between Buddhism
and western music as part of the effort to translate Buddhism into
easier terms for young people to comprehend.

Two senior Dharma Masters, Rev. Heng Sure and Dharma Master
Heng Lai, have promoted Buddhadharma in the West for decades. They
and Reverend Charles Gibbs, founder of United Religions Initiative,
were among the audience. Charles Gibbs recited his poem “Where
Music Comes From” accompanied by Rev. Heng Sure on guitar before
the recital began to express their respect for different world religions.

Then Gwhyneth Chen, in full zest, stood at the center of the
stage in her concert gown. It was challenging for her because she
was travel-worn and nervous, but she wanted to give herself an even
more challenging task: to replace the program with “Liszt 12 Etudes
D’execution Transcendante,” which is considered to be the Mount
Everest for pianists. Gwhyneth is one of the two female pianists in the
entire world who can play this program.

Her consummate piano skills and self-challenging courage won
her long-lasting rounds of applause at the end of the concert. One
high-ranking official, from the Taipei Economic and Culture Office in
the United States, said that he had been invited to many concerts in

Europe, North America and Asia, but he was most impressed by Ms.

Chen’s performance and felt that it was of the highest level. He was
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fully immersed in the music without any extraneous thought.

During the reception that followed, Ms. Chen said that this concert
was one of her top five performances among her one thousand concerts.
She could feel that the audience’s hearts followed her music to the point
that they forgot about themselves and together they reached the deepest
recesses of the mind along with her.

In 1993, as the youngest contestant at the Ivo Pogorelich International
Piano Competition, Gwhyneth Chen won the biggest cash prize in the
history of piano competitions. She took refuge with Venerable Master
Hua the following day and donated the cash prize of $100,000 to the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas’ new Buddha Hall construction fund. Master
Hua told her to improve her skills in piano because there is no end for
arts. He also exhorted her not to get busy with seeking fame or money so
that she could have time for honing her skill in playing piano.

Gwhyneth keeps Master Hua’s words firmly in mind
and she practices six to eight hours daily. She said that piano
soloists cannot read the music score on stage; hence, the
two major challenges are, not getting stage fright and not
forgetting the music scores. The former requires courage and
the latter requires focus. Her way to develop courage and
focus is to do her spiritual practices on a daily basis, which
includes reciting the Shuragama Mantra, the Grear Compassion
Mantra and bowing to the Lotus Sutra text word by word. She
has committed all these mantras to memory as she did her
music. She has now memorized the entire Lotus Sutra. She
said, smiling, “Just in case I lose my ‘luggage.”” When her
parents fell ill, she recited Grear Compassion Mantra over water to help
them regain health.

As avegetarian for 25 years, Gwhyneth is dubbed “Starving Musician”
by her colleagues because she is strict in her diet. However, she feels that
no one can take away the benefits she has obtained from upholding the
precepts. One month before this concert, her schedule was tight, and
she spent each day on the road without a break, and encountered many
obstacles and hardships such as flight delays, cancellations and lodging
problem. She didn’t even sleep the night before this concert. However, she
felt that, at a certain point, all the discomfort turned into energy. She said,
jokingly, “I felt like I had enough energy to jump over the Great Wall.”

Gwhyneth Chen has given over ten free performances at branch
monasteries of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, including the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas, Berkeley Monastery, City of the Dharma
Realm and Gold Wheel Monastery. She wanted to offer her beautiful
music to Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and living beings. After the successful
performance at Avatamsaka Vihara, she will perform at Avatamsaka
Monastery in Calgary, Canada, at their Grand Opening Ceremony in
September, 2017. &
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An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hua’s commentary
on the Chapter on Entering the Dharma Realm, Avatamsaka Sutra
English translation by Michael Lu
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changing moods. Those mood fluctuations happen because by listening
to music ition can turn negative, or, by listening to music that inspires a positive
outlook, 7. Matters in this world are not fixed in principle; it all depends how we
make can turn negative potentials into positive ones; If we can't make them
un es.

can prove fatal when consumed. And yet, a small amount of it can be
ose will be fatal; a small dose, a healing effect.

‘:‘::& foods so that we enjoy eating them. But if someone were to ingest

a negative

the mineral salt has positive qualities, consuming too much causes

fatal when ingested, consuming just the right amount can bring a

sitive
. rality, benevolence, and righteousness will imperceptibly help us
ilion, we will be tainted with red. From frequent dipping in the

urns green when dyed in green and turns yellow when dyed in
5§






