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Buddbadbarma in the West 2:

A Forthcomlng Sequel Documentary is in the Making
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By Zaixi Fang
English translation by Shramanerika Gwo He

and Zaixi Fang

From November 2™ to November 7%, 2016, Dr. Fu-jiing Shiue, a board
member of the Taiwan Hsuan Hua Cultural and Educational Foundation
and one of the trustees of Dharma Realm Buddhist University, brought a
professional camera crew from Taipei to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to
shoot footage and conduct interviews. This camera crew will produce a sequel
to the documentary Buddhadharma in the West (2013) in Chinese and English
as well as a microfilm to introduce the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

‘When Dr. Shiue was the president of Taipei University, he launched an oral
history project for the university and felt it was very meaningful. In November
2012, the president of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, Reverend Heng
Sure, and DRBU Dean of Academics, Marty Verhoeven, visited Taiwan.
‘When Dr. Shiue heard some of their stories about learning from the Venerable
Master Hua in person, he was inspired to work on an oral history project
documenting the experiences of senior disciples of Venerable Master Hua. He
hoped to make a record of these experiences of following and studying with
Master Hua.

When Reverend Heng Sure visited Taiwan again in 2013, Dr. Shiue
hired a professional camera crew from the Taiwan Hsuan Hua Cultural and
Educational Foundation to film an interview of Reverend Sure. The recording
was later edited into a 3-hour documentary titled Buddhadharma in the West.
In 2015, Reverend Sure was invited to Taipei University to give a lecture and
a 50-minute segment of this documentary was played for the audience before
the lecture. It received enthusiastic feedback from the crowd.

The Hsuan Hua Cultural and Educational Foundation collaborated with
Dharma Realm Buddhist University this year in interviewing more people, this
time with a focus on education. Ten of Venerable Master Huas senior disciples

were interviewed. They were Reverend Heng Sure, Dharma Master Heng Chih
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(DRBU professor and Board chair), Ron Epstein (the president emeritus of
DRBU), Snejezana Veljacie-Akpinar (the president emeritus of DRBU), Susan
Rounds (president of DRBU), Martin Verhoeven (DRBU Dean of Academics),
Doug Powers (DRBU vice president for finance and administration), Terri
Nicholson (Trustee of the DRBU board), Alan Nicholson (senior disciple of
Venerable Hua), and David Rounds (senior disciple of Venerable Hua).

The focus of these interviews was to gather information on Venerable Hua’s
vision for education, the direction of DRBU development, and the function
of Venerable Hua bringing Buddhadharma to the west and modern world. It
also covered how to use the strength of Buddhadharma amid the chaotic values
in contemporary world, and these senior disciples’ stories of Venerable Hua’s
teachings and their unique experiences of following the Master. Dr. Shiue said,
“I hope this film will inspire people to bring forth compassion, wisdom and
resolve for Bodhi.”

Quite a few DRBU faculty members and administrators worked,
coordinated and cooperated to put together the needed preparatory work. Dr.
Shiue was very impressed by everyone’s teamwork and efficiency. He expects
that from the preparation work and other learning experiences, each member
of the team will know more about the vast powers of Venerable Master Hua’s
vows and the proper Dharma he propagated.

“The real challenge making this film lies in the post production.” Dr. Shiue
noted that since this documentary will be in both Chinese and English, the first
step is to translate and edit English interviews. He hopes to find more people
to help with this work so that this documentary on Venerable Hua’s vision for
education and spreading the Dharma in the West can be finished as soon as

possible. Whoever wishes to help, please contact: yihuan.shih@drbu.org and
angela.morelli@drbu.org. &
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