Celebrating the Thirtieth Anniversary
of Avatamsaka Monastery in Canada
together with an Opening Ceremony
for the Great Jeweled Palace
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On Saturday September 9*, 2017, Avatamsaka Monastery

in Calgary, Canada, will host an opening ceremony for
the Great Jeweled Palace. The Three Sage Statues and the
Ten Thousand Buddha Statues will also be consecrated.
This auspicious day will also be the 30" Anniversary of
the Way Place. Special events will begin on August 24"
with a week of Shurangama Mantra Recitation, followed
by the Repentance of Emperor Liang Ceremony. There
will be a transmission of precepts for the deceased on the
evening of September ninth. On Sunday, there will be a
formal request of Dharma, and the world famous pianist,

Gwhyneth Chen, is also planning to devote her art piece.

[ Continued on page 42 ]
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By Avatamsaka Monastery

English Translation by Sheila Lo

(Continued from the front inner cover)

Commenced in 2014, the Ten Thousand Buddhas Project was
completed in August 2016. During these two years, volunteers, both left
home and lay people worked closely together and made 11,288 Buddha
statues. It’s estimated that the new hall can accommodate another 300
statues, and the work on those statues continues. All the statues will be
placed on the walls in the Buddha Hall, similar to the setting at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas. However, the statues at CTTB were all hand
made by the Venerable Master, and each has some of the Master’s hair
within. The ones made at Avatamsaka Monastery have sutras, mantras
or sages' names inside them. These were written by all who wanted to
participate.

Dharma Master Syun, the project manager, has provided the following
facts about the statues: they contain 10 copies of the Avatamsaka Sutra,
20 copies of the Shurangama Sutra, 20 copies of the Lotus Sutra, and
innumerable copies of shorter sutras and mantras. The participants came
from twenty-seven countries and ranged in age from five years to over
ninety years. Many experienced Dharma bliss and responses. One lay man
who had needed a wheel-chair regained his mobility after copying out the
sutra, and no longer needs a wheel-chair. One married woman, who was
depressed for years after having an abortion, wrote out the Lotus Sutra,

and her depression was lifted. Another person who suffered laryngitis and
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non-stop coughing, also found the illness healed after writing out a sutra
and helping to make the statues.

There were many who experienced inconceivable states in making
these Buddha statues. In early 2015, one lay person dreamed of the
Venerable Master. In the dream, the Master told her that he had a Dharma
jewel for her, and she saw a stack of sheet-like material that was glittering.
The next week she was called by the temple and asked if she could help
to wrap up the finished statues for storage. She went in to check on the
materials she needed and found sheets of bubble-wrap plastic, which were
glistening in the light, just like what she saw in the dream. It made her
realize that although the job of wrapping the statues is simple, it is a gift
as precious as a jewel from the Venerable Master.

A donation can be made in someone’s honor or memory for each of
the Buddha statues. Donations will be accepted until the inauguration
ceremony in 2017. The new Buddha Hall is expected to be completed in
the summer of 2017. It will hold 450 people, three times the capacity of
the current hall. When the new hall is completed, the current hall on the
3rd floor will serve as the Chan Hall for meditation.

2017 also marks the 150" Anniversary of the Confederation in
Canada. The Canadian Government encourages entities of all kind to
arrange activities and celebrate. Hence all national parks and heritage
sites will provide free admissions to visitors, either local or foreign. The
Calgary International Airport also completed its expansion in November
2016, and it is now the most modern airport in Canada. 2017 will be
a wonderful time for Avatamsaka Monastery to host the inauguration
ceremony together with the anniversary celebration. May the prayers and
music bring more bliss to Canada, which we will dedicate towards the
dwelling of proper Dharma, prosperity and world peace. Details of the

event are as follows:

Date Event

08/24-08/30 Wit

Shurangama Mantra Recitation Session

09/01-09/08

fEFER L E

Repentance of Emperor Wu of Liang

09/09 FAYEAR Inauguration ceremony [10:00am]
ARG Transmission of precepts [7:00pm ]
09/10 FEAlEED Special Events

09/11-09/12
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Pilgrimage to Castle Mountain and
Golden City
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09/14-09/16

3-Day Chan
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