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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

Parents may justify their decision to have children but their upside-
down behavior is due to a single thought of ignorance. Their muddled
actions bring into existence a confused child. Born into this world, the
confused child continues flowing in the sea of birth and death, which
is a very dangerous matter. If the parents understand the implications,
they will not create these ‘weevils’ to mess up the world. They think
that having lots of children and many family members will be good
and beneficial for them. Actually, they are driven by selfishness to create
these transmigrating robots.

As far as these ‘creations’ are concerned, there is actually no gratitude
to speak of, or anything to repay the parents for. I am a Buddhist and
I want all of you to understand that I am not saying these things
purposely to overcorrect certain behavior. By investigating the source,
it all boils down to the parents’ confusion. If your parents are confused

and muddled, does it mean that you have to follow their footsteps
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all the same? Certainly not! They may be muddled but you must not be
muddled yourself. Instead, you should consider how hard it has been for
them. Ten months of pregnancy, three years of suckling and feeding, and
then providing for your schooling and education — every little bit requires
a lot of painstaking care and devotion. Although your existence is the result
of confused behavior, you have to see things in a clear light. Therefore,
regardless of whether your parents have treated you well or not, you must
not forget the fundamentals. Since this is the natural order of things, all
the more you must treat your parents exceptionally well to repay a debt of
gratitude. This is the reason for repaying parental kindness.

The principle that I am talking about is basically the parents’ natural
instincts. That’s right! It is all about natural instincts but the objective is
akin to gambling. They are just taking a gamble! They would not have a clue
whether the child they gave birth to would be filial or not. Neither will they
know whether the child that they bring up will bring honor to the family or
be a wastrel. It is like placing a bet on something. If the outcome is good,
you win; if the outcome is bad, you lose! Think it over. Isn’t that the case?
Since the child has already been born into this world, then just forget it and
acknowledge your debt by requiting ingratitude with kindness. This is the
reason why a person should repay his parents’ kindness. This idea of mine
is very novel and none of you would have heard about it before. Therefore,
when those who are parents hear my theory, they are very unhappy and say:

“That’s enough! So much for being a filial son! What deviant speech!”

s To be continued
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