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82. Japan’s surrender

On August 6™ and 9" of the 34" year of the Republic of China (1945
AD), the USA dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima and another one on
Nagasaki consecutively. On Sepember 9, Japan officially surrendered. This
event had already been predicted by the Venerable Master five years earlier.

The Venerable Master’s Own Narration:

Five years before Japan’s surrender, calculating the events with the five
elements, I said that the power of Japan would be undermined and disappear
that year. Why was Japan the first to be attacked by an atomic bomb? Because
Japan had done too much wrong and it deserved punishment. Now all said
that too many Chinese were killed by a political party, but the number did
not exceed half of those killed by the Japanese.

When the Japanese invaded China, they killed people as if they were
swatting flies. Countless Chinese were killed. They would kill any captured

Chinese without reason. Some Chinese were missing and nobody knew
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where they went, because they were most likely caught during the night,
brought away in gunny sacks, and trampled to death.

The atom bomb forced Japan to surrender unconditionally. The
Nationalist Party (KMT) won the victory after the eight-year Anti-
Japanese War. President Chiang remained virtuous even when dealing
with evil: he sent the Imperial Japanese Army all back to Japan. Since
the Japanese invaded China, killed people and demolished numerous
buildings, I thought they should remain in China to reconstruct the
buildings. They should be treated in this way.

At that time, I told people not to underestimate the Japanese, since I
knew that twenty years later they would dominate the world again. Why
did I say that? Because Japanese are very patriotic and united. They would
find a way to become stronger again, despite having been defeated this
time. As predicted, twenty years after their defeat in China, Japan once
again held power, overriding the world through economic means.

Because Japan is a small country, it focused on outward expansion.
Its policies for defending the country, however, were insuflicient. Japan
only knew how to invade other countries, but it failed to realize that
expanding outwards was being equally disloyal to the country. Invasion is
harmful to both the nation and its people, for many lives and properties
can be destroyed. Losing properties is a small matter, but losing lives is
a great issue. I regard this as disloyalty. I define loyalty as protecting and
maintaing one’s own land and not waging war on other countries.

Although Japan surrendered unconditionally, the misfortunes of the
Chinese compatriots continued. Russia invaded the northeastern part of
China. They burned, killed, and looted everything. Once, I went back
to Sanyuan Temple with the abbot. We carried about a million yuan,
which would be used for building temples. We met Russian soldiers on
the way. They searched to rob. At that time, the abbot closed his palms
and ceaselessly recited “Namo Amita Buddha.” As a result, we safely got
away from the trouble. I suggested the abbot suspend the project and wait
for the right opportunity because of the turbulent situation. The abbot
disagreed. However, I didn’t participate in begging alms again and from
then on I was wandering around the country.

Question: Japan invaded northeastern China, but even now they
don’t admit their aggression. Do you think they will repeat the same
mistake?

Venerable Master: If the greedy mind never ceases, sooner or later,
they will diminish and fall. Japan had learned its lesson from the atom
bombs and had to make an unconditional surrender. If the Japanese don’t

correct themselves, a dangerous future lies ahead for them.

» Continued on page 21
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« Continued from page 19

[ Postscript] The following is an account by Bai Jingxue (Venerable
Master’s nephew):
The fourth elder brother of Venerable Master died before he reached forty,
the same year that Japan surrendered. The second elder brother worked
in administration in Shuangcheng County. There were more than 2,000
robbers in that county. Many soldiers were dispatched to suppress the
robbers, but they all couldn’t fight against all of them. The second elder
brother of Master got there alone without any gun and persuaded them
all to surrender. He was known as a man of his word in Shuangcheng, so
much so that the county magistrate also stood in dread of him. He died
in his forties. The eldest brother of Master was healthy and lived until his
seventies. On the day he died, he picked some green beans and wanted to
sell them in the market. Halfway across the road, he felt a bit tired, decided

to rest, and then died sitting there.
s0To be continued
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