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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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The Cruel and Licentious Empress
— Jia Nanfeng (continued)
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on March 3, 1988
English Translation by by Alejandro Gracia
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The remaining members of the ruling house relocated to the south of the Yangtze River
and established a new dynasty — Eastern Jin. The people suffered from hardships and
were forced to lead a nomadic existence to survive. Why did this happen? It was all
because Jia Nanfeng wanted to satisfy her desire for power. They suffered ordeals and
found themselves in an almost unmanageable situation. During this darkest period of
time, Buddhism shone forth like a great beacon. Without Buddhism, the suffering of
the masses would have been even more desperate. So there is a verse that summarizes

Empress Nanfengs life.

The verse says,
Devious as a fox, cunning as a jackal.
Fierce, licentious, and brutal, Jia seized the throne.
Five barbarian tribes invaded, eight princes waged war.

For over three hundred years, there were rampant schemes and slaughter.

Commentary:

Devious as a fox. She was as crafty and cunning as a fox. Why do we say foxes are
crafty and cunning? When a fox is crossing a frozen river it must step on a sheet of ice,
and with each step it will listen attentively for a cracking sound from the ice beneath to

test if the ice is strong enough to support its weight. If it hears a cracking sound, it will
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not continue forward, but retreat. This is called “one takes caution as if stepping
on thin ice, or as if standing at the edge of an abyss.” Why is it so cautious? It takes
such precaution for its own benefit.

Cunning as a jackal. A jackal is a bit smaller than a wolf, but very smart,
crafty, and even more fierce and vicious than a wolf. Jia Nanfeng was as vicious
as a jackal.

Fierce, licentious, and brutal. Not only was she evil and licentious, she was
also brutal and vicious.

Jia seized the throne. She wanted to gain sole ruling power over the court
and control the whole government.

Five barbarian tribes invaded. The five barbarian tribes rose, seizing the
opportunity, and brought chaos to China.

Eight princes waged war. The cight princes waged war against each other.

For over three hundred years, there were rampant schemes and slaughter.
She did nothing but destroy and murder with her plots and schemes, plunging

China into an age of darkness and turmoil for over three hundred years.

Another verse says,

Like a poisonous snake or a fierce beast, vicious and devilish.

Like a centipede or a scorpion, she brought chaos to the land.

When it flooded everywhere, Dayu could still tame it.

‘When thirst had been quenched by poisoned wine,

Shennong could still cure it.

This demonic witch flooded China with woe and calamity.

“Lady Jia” Nanfeng sent chills down one’s spine.

The change of dynasties from Wei to Jin manifested from cause and effect.

These three hundred some years were terrible, but not inexplicable.

Commentary:

Like a poisonous snake or a fierce beast, vicious and devilish. Jia was like a
poisonous snake or a fierce beast that unleashes vicious power and bestiality.

Like a centipede or a scorpion, she brought chaos to the land. Jia Nanfeng
was like a centipede or scorpion; she brought hellish calamities to the land and
its people.

When it flooded everywhere, Dayu could still tame it. In early ancient
times China was plagued by floods, so the King Dayu used channels to drain the
flooded areas. He drained the flood water from the nine rivers into the sea, thereby
taming the flood.

When thirst had been quenched by poisoned wine, Shennong could still
cure it. One type of deadly wine is made by immersing a poisonous bird feather in
wine to make a drink. If someone who wished to quell chirst drank this wine, he/
she would die from the poison. If a person is dying from such a poison, Shennong

would know how to cure it.



B —E G R BRI 2L > EESEK ~ AR A AT
fH e HAR D TARK e IRERZE
WERTNET » @RI - ErREE
&gk K > R T =5 2 4F -

"R RN 0 M EAYIE(E R
W YRR E o TR ST
JEZABIRA - AR (A R IR 52
0 IR AR > BTLLS AAFEMER -

" BUENRERE ) - R ER
BT Ry T HE O ARG ERT S
25 - BIER TS —ER R 2 5k
T o YR RERS AN > AT ALY T
BREIERARR T > R EERAGE
it REE - BTLAMIEEL —E 5 EE > —
(E4LEE - BHEIEHIRE - Al "R
ANZI > NIRREAC s e N2 5L AR

Bt e ANz Nz, o #ER
SIBIRAER -
THEREIEE L, ERWES

HERE - EEERNRR - AT
AR g TR ERES A
» BRES YRR o EHRLUERATEHSE]
BZZ B - Atk RHURHE TR ISR R 2 -
EEET  ZAZFEEERD THER
WAE - FrAsi R R e A iEE - #

This demonic witch flooded China with woe and calamity. Empress
Jia was like a demon woman. The ancient called [beautiful] women “water
of troubles and woes.” You see, a lot of emperors lost their country because
of their fondness for women. Jia Nanfeng “flooded” China for over three
hundred years.

“Lady Jia” Nanfeng sends chills down one’s spine. She was called “Lady
Jia.” Her name was Nanfeng, the southern wind, but she had a cold, cruel, and
vicious nature that really terrified people as if sending chills down one’s spine.

The change of dynasties from Wei to Jin manifested from cause and
effect. During the Wei Dynasty, Cao Cao once coerced and persecuted
the emperor. He had Empress Fu executed, and had his second daughter
marry Emperor Xian, making his daughter an empress. This was meant to
put Emperor Xian firmly in control. This was his way of gaining power and
authority. Similarly, his descendants suffered from losing power and authority.
His own descendants reaped the retributions of their predecessors and were
coerced and persecuted by the family of Sima. The characters were different,
but the stories are similar.

If one kills another’s father, one’s own father will be killed. If one kills
another’s brother, one’s own brother will also be killed. If one kills another’s
daughter, one’s own daughter will be killed. These are the workings of the law
of cause and effect.

These three hundred some years were terrible, but not inexplicable.
All the occurrences during these three hundred years were nothing but the
working of the law of cause and effect. Such was the cause, such was the effect
— it is nothing strange or extraordinary. Cao Cao gained the power and control
of state in such a manner, and in such a manner his descendants lost power.
These events that span over three hundred years could be well summed up in

two words: cause and effect. &
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“How can I benefit others? Do I have to spend money to perform meritorious deeds?” No, that’s not necessary. All you have to do is free

your mind of thoughts of killing, stealing, sexual misconduct, and lying, and refrain from taking intoxicants—these are all ways of fostering

blessings.

With kind words and skillful speech,

You can create merit whether or not you have money.

Ifyou dont scold or berate others, you create merit and virtue. We should cherish our blessings and cultivate wisdom at every opportunity.

This cultivation is not something that can be accomplished in a single day. The effort must continue moment-by-moment, morning and

evening, month after month and year after year. We cannot “sun it for one day and freeze it for ten.”

—Dby Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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