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TheTwenty-Fifth Patriarch,
Venerable Basiasita (continued)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 11, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The Patriarch shaved the child’s head, ordained him, and said, Venerable Lion allowed
his head to be shaved and said to him: “My teacher gave me a secret prediction. My
teacher, the twenty-third patriarch, told me something a long time ago. He made this
prediction. A long, long time ago he said, “In the future something will happen and it
remains to be seen if this prediction will unfold. What’s the prediction? Difficulties. He
said in the future while propagating the Buddha-dharma, that in my transmission of
Dharma there would be difficulties. Hardship will be encountered. But you should
not worry. I now transmit to you the Treasury of the Vision of the True Dharma. I'm
giving you the teaching that goes beyond the teaching; this indication of truth that is
beyond indication; this mind-to-mind seal that does not rely on words or language.”
After he obtained the Dharma, he hid away in the mountains. Once Venerable
Basiasita received the Dharma, he went into hiding, cultivating in the mountains and
not seeing anyone. Then, King Heavenly Virtue invited him to receive offerings. At
that time, that country was ruled by a king named Heavenly Virtue. The king went into
the mountains and invited the Venerable One to come to the palace to receive offerings.
Later, Prince Supreme Virtue, the son of that king, ascended the throne. He
believed in a non-Buddhist religion and so he caused the master difficulties. He did
not believe in Buddhism. He believed in another religion. At present, many people believe
in externalist ways. It is hard to blame them, since such externalist ways have existed for
a long time. The Prince made things difficult for Venerable Basiasita. The Prince said to
him, “Venerable Lion had already gotten in trouble with the government, so how could
he have possibly transmitted the Dharma to you?” The Venerable One took out the robe
and showed it to the new king. By way of verification, he revealed that he had the robe
and bowl transmitted from the Buddha. But the king ordered that the robe be burned.

The king commanded his prime minister to burn the robe. During the burning, a five-
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colored luminescence prevailed, and when the wood was consumed,
the robe was as it had been—entirely unharmed. As the robe was being
burned, the more the fire raged, the clearer the colors of the robe became.
It had five colors: green, yellow, red, white, and black. The fire burned out,
but the robe was not burned at all.

The king then repented and bowed to Venerable Basiasita. When
King Supreme Virtue saw that the robe could not be burned, he became
extremely repentant. He knew he was wrong and so he bowed to Venerable
Basiasita, seeking forgiveness. He said, “Before, I believed in a non-Buddhist
religion, but I realize that was a mistake. Now I wish to take refuge with the
Three Jewels and bow to you, Venerable, as my teacher.”

Later, the Patriarch transmitted the robe and the Dharma to
Venerable Punyamitra. He then displayed spiritual powers, creating
fire by which he cremated himself. He suddenly exhibited great spiritual
prowess. He exuded the fire of true samadhi, using it to cremate himself.
After his body was burned what do you suppose was left? The pile of $arira
that remained on the ground was a foot high. The relics that were derived
from his body made a mound measuring a foot high. That’s a lot of $arira!

Think about it. Without genuine skill, how could there be so many $arira?

A verse in praise of him says:
Before he even got out the door,
he grasped a mysterious pearl.
Having been transmitted this robe of faith,
he used it to teach the masses.
Adpversity could not encroach. Fire forged golden light.
King Supreme then repented.
The Dharma banner was lifted to lofty heights.

Commentary:

Before he even got out the door, he grasped a mysterious pearl. Even
before he got outside his home, meaning the womb, he was clutching a
wish-fulfilling pearl in his fist.

Having been transmitted this robe of faith, he used it to teach the
masses. The Patriarch used the robe and bowl, transmitted from Buddha
Sakyamuni as a token of faith, to teach the masses who did not hold the
same viewpoint as the Dharma King.

Adpversity could not encroach. Fire forged golden light. The adverse
situation did not affect him. Thus when King Supreme Virtue tried to burn
his golden robe, it remained undamaged.

King Supreme then repented. His Majesty Supreme Virtue felt
remorse. The Dharma banner was lifted to lofty heights. The banner of

Dharma was then lifted exceptionally high throughout the country.

sdTo be continued





