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The Sutra for Discernment of the Consequences
of Wholesome and Unwholesome Karma

with Commentary

English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
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Guo Jin made an offering last Friday. She asked
me whether she should wait until Sunday to
make the offering or if she should make the
offering on Friday instead. At that time, I
told her: “There is no difference in making
the offering today or on Sunday. It is going
to be very busy on Sunday. Although the
Buddha’s birthday is on Sunday, if you have the
sincerity to make the offering, you will gain the
meritorious virtues one day earlier if you make
the offering a day earlier. In the end, she took
out the money she earned from work to make
the offering. The offering was about $140; I
don’t know if I remember it correctly.

After she made the offering, her purse
became empty. When she ran into robbers on
Saturday, they took her purse but the loss was
not that great. I asked her yesterday: “If I had
asked you to wait until Sunday, probably the
money would have been gone.” She replied,
“Yes, if I had waited until Sunday, then there
would have been nothing to offer since it
would have been offered to the robbers!”

Why did I bring this up? It is because I
previously told you girls to be more united.
When you go back, it is the best if everyone
goes back together. Don't travel alone. If you
travel alone, they will bully you when they see
that you are just one young female. If there
are a few of you, they will not dare to attack. I
have been telling you about this situation. Now
we are not saying the Mission District is not

good; it is the same everywhere. Here in San
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Francisco, it is not as bad. If you go to New York or Los Angeles, those
places are much worse. So, in the future, you should all be more careful
when you return home after attending the lectures.

So, today I saw Guo Qian remodeling this room, to quickly get
it ready. If any of you girls wish to move to this place, it will be safer.
However, before the move, you should all team up and take care of one
another. You take care of her; and she takes care of you. Be more united.

In this present life, Guo Jin is very honest and diligent in her
cultivation and has also resolved to make offerings. She offered all the
money she earned to the Three Jewels, not wanting to spend anything on
food, clothing or anything nice for herself. This is very sincere. However,
in her past lives, she probably robbed others so now she was robbed.
Although it can be explained this way, if you are a little more careful, this
incident could have been avoided.

Someone is saying: “She makes more than $140.” I know she makes
more than that. However, she makes offerings twice a month and on top
of that, she also pays rent. Hence, she did not put aside much for herself,
and it is all done very sincerely with not one bit of casualness. I think she
is very sincere. It could be said she is one hundred percent genuine, and
hence I believe all the wishes she made will come true. The Three Jewels
must know her sincerity is genuine, without any trace of pretentiousness.
She truly wants to protect the Three Jewels, make offerings to the Three
Jewels, and venerate the Three Jewels. I know she does not want me to
share this with all of you, but due to these special circumstances, I have

told you about it.

Sutra:

After the Buddha has entered nirvana, there will be Bhikshus,
Bhikshunis, Upasakas and Upasikas in this evil age who lack
decisive faith in the doctrine of causation within the mundane and

transcendental realms.

Commentary:

After the Buddha has entered nirvana, there will be Bhikshus,
Bhikshunis, Upasakas and Upasikas in this evil age of the five
turbidities. A Bhikshu is a man who has left the household life; a
Bhikshuni is a woman who has left the household life; an Upasaka is
a layman; an Upasika is a laywoman. Who lack decisive faith in the
doctrine of causation within the mundane and transcendental realms.
They will not have genuine faith in the doctrine of cause and effect within

the mundane and transcendental worlds.

s> To be continued
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