SRDEREVURIREOENS
ORAANIC FARM AT THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS WELCOMES EATRA HELP
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By Jinong You
English Translation by Shramanerika Gwo He and Jinong You

David Wei, a martial art and wellness instructor in Oakland, California, took
eight of his students to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas at 7AM on August
26™, 2016. They worked the whole morning at the organic vegetable garden and
planted over 150 vegetables, including broccoli, kale, cilantro, cabbage, fava
beans, beets, mustard greens, baby bok choy, chamomile; and harvested collard
greens, dug trenches and raised two new beds.

They met at 4:30 AM in Oakland to avoid working in the scorching hot
afternoon and risk getting a sunstroke. Eligio Ruiz said that he got up at 2:45 AM
that day so that he would not miss the time for meeting with everyone. He had
studied Buddhadharma and martial arts for seven years. He felt that one of the
important points of Buddhadharma is “giving,” so he gave his time and energy
that day which was implementing Buddhadharma for him. Cassandra Arnold
normally wakes up at 5:30 AM, but she woke up two hours eatlier that day. She
loves planting and hopes she can help harvest the vegetables she planted the next
time she comes to see “what the earth will give me back.”

Bhikshuni Jin Rou, new steward of CTTB organic farm starting this year,
was very happy and said that these martial arts students are young and strong;
they came at the right timing and thus provided great help, because summer was
changing into fall, and extra help was greatly needed to prepare the field and to
plant vegetables of the new season.

David Wei said that he studied Chinese martial arts with Dr. Yun Chung
Chiang over ten years ago. He came to CTTB with Dr. Chiang and other fellow
students to volunteer on a regular basis. He felt he benefited a lot from those
experiences. Dr. Chiang passed away on June 9, 2016. When Dr. Chiang’s ashes
was sent to CTTB, David Wei made a special trip to CTTB to pay respect to
him. And it was then that Mr. Wei made up his mind to follow his teacher’s
example of taking students to CTTB on a regular basis to do volunteer work. He
also planned to take acupuncturists to CTTB to provide free treatment for the
temple residents.

Dr. Yun Chung Chiang was skillful in Chinese calligraphy, Chinese brush
painting, Chinese stamp inscription, Chinese martial arts and Chinese medicine.
He founded the Wen Wu School in Berkeley, California in 1973 and opened the
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Chung Hua (Chinese) Clinic within Wen Wu School the same year. There were many westerners among his students. He admired Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua a lot and recommended many of his students to practice meditation with Venerable Hua. His daughter Erlene Chiang
organized the “Chung Hua medical team” to provide CTTB residents with free medical treatment on a regular basis. Starting in 2016, this
medical team offered free physical check-ups for monastics.

Quite a few senior disciples of Venerable Hua learned Taichi from Yun Chung Chiang. They now teach Taichi at CTTB and at the Sudhana
Center of the Dharma Realm Buddhist University. Just like Erlene Chiang and David Wei, they promote what they learned from Dr. Chiang
to benefit more people and also pass on the affinity between Dr. Chiang and Venerable Hua. g





