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Reverend Heng Sure and Reverend Heng Lai

Bring Buddhadharma

to Southern California, 2016

8H23H » AR BB FTHIMALE
ZEEE B EUARD ~ AAET FE BRI EE 0
INELYE > FEIR R EETFE R E LA
Bifi > 7 S8 B (o R Ok A WA iz B Ak bE
ATSERN ~ AT AN - —[F R ERBETR
BAEH T e g

ARG o BIARIE N BT
HIFESE » ——2EK » & 2R
e lmFEOEAVRR - SER<FR I
A (19774) o BEUARNER S
SFHEE - =05 ORI RAE -
A& FERG Wi 2 - RS GREE - 58
AR E B SRR -

I 1976 1Y e tm=F > =P E
B EIR B ES o BEE L AR
HE BHEERSIEHEL M
B4R » REHFEZE - — 0 R0
ek EAERAE - WBEHNE T
WWSF L RECEWREE - kA IEEZ

BIARTREE 40 B A KR SRR
TG E - BRERACH  FREBRE - B
At o B AA19954E AGEHAR » FEPE T
SME=FF > RIEUAKERE RS
FHVEAM > FEEEESS TIER R AR

FREEET L Z AV ACERT » S FEF %

HE X X
HREEH| ~ BRR PR H3F

By Hui-Ying Lo
English translation by Jennifer Chang and Veronica Ty

On August 23", Dharma Master Sure and Dharma Master Lai, two senior bhikshus
from Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, in response to the laity’s request for
Dharma came to Southern California. The manager of Blessings, Prosperity and
Longevity Monastery in Long Beach, Dharma Master Shan, brought two young
bhikshus from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, Jin Xing Shr and Jin Xiao Shr,
to join this special Dharma event. The Buddha’s light was truly shining in Southern

California.
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i On May 7, 1977, Dharma Master Heng Sure and the former Dharma Master Heng Chau
! started their three-step-one-bow prilgrimage from Gold Wheel Monastery to the City of
1 Ten Thousand Buddhas.

_____________________________________________________

Dharma Master Sure began his Dharma talk with the history of Gold Wheel
Monastery, and he was very clear about of all the details, which demonstrates his
deep affinity with Gold Wheel Monastery. When Dharma Master Sure began his
pilgrimage to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in 1977, his starting point was
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Gold Wheel Monastery. He made the heroic Three Steps One Bow pilgrimage,
seeking world peace. It took two years and six months to reach his final destination,
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Gold Wheel Monastery was established the same year as the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, in 1976. During those early years, Venerable Master Hua
came to Los Angeles monthly. Undaunted by the constant travel, he came to
propagate the Buddhadharma and to teach and rescue living beings. Neither the
winter chill nor summer heat could shake his resolve. Gold Wheel Monastery
was given its name to signify the perpetual and constant turning of the Wheel of
Dharma.

Next, Dharma Master Sure talked about Venerable Master Hua’s four great
goals, which are to establish the Sangha, to translate the Buddhist sutras into all the
languages of the world, to support education and to enhance interfaith exchange.
When Venerable Master Hua entered stillness in 1995, he had been propagating
the Buddhadharma in the West for over thirty years, during which time his resolve
to accomplish these four great goals never waned. As his disciples, we should carry
on the task of fulfilling these four great goals.

Dharma Master Lai, who followed the Venerable Master for many years,
shared many stories about the Master. “Every time when we finished listening to
the Master’s talk at the previous Gold Wheel Monastery, many people would come
and bow to Master and make offerings to him,” Dharma Master Lai told us. “Once
an old woman and a young man were bowing to Shi Fu, and I was standing next
to him.

Shi Fu looked at me and said, “You know, when I see people coming to bow to
me, I don’t even distinguish whether they are woman or man, I don’t pay attention.
In fact, I don’t pay attention to whether it is a little child or a very old person.
What I look at is the person’s Buddha Nature. And then the next thing I would
consider is how I can get this person to see that Buddha Nature. That’s what I do.
That’s why I am here.

If we study the Buddhist sutras wisely, we will find that every single one of
those sutras always point to this fact—All sentient beings have Buddha Nature.
We all have this Buddha Nature, and our job is to open up to it. But how? Our
Master said that it was the only reason he was on this earth. This is also what
Bodhisattvas do. Bodhisattvas go around making Buddhas, because all people have
the Buddha Nature.

One time, people invited Shi Fu to Golden Gate Park. Shi Fu said, 'Okay,’
so we went to look at the aquarium, where the event was to be held. I couldn’t
understand why Shi Fu would want to go there, but, we all just went along. People
looked at the fish, crocodile, and other creatures. I thought, "We are not tourists,
so what are we doing here? We're supposed to be monks." Shi Fu, though, was not
there as a tourist. He looked at each different animal. He looked at the crocodile,
and he was reciting. Actually, he was reciting a mantra for it.

Then I understood. He was not there to look at the animals and have a nice
day off. He was there to teach them, to help them plant seeds of enlightenment,
so that later they can become Buddhas. And that was exactly what he did. That’s

the kind of teaching I got from being around him. In Buddhism we call him a
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to realize ultimate Buddhahood. In this photo, Venerable Master was blessing the

dabbling ducks with Guanyin Bodhisattava’s 42 hand-and-eyes Dharma.

_________________________________________
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good and wise advisor, someone who really understands
things. Everybody else went up to the fish tanks and said,
‘Oh, look at the beautiful fish!” Shi Fu didn’t look at the
beautiful fish, instead he looked at the beautiful Buddha
Nature! He looked at each fish’s Buddha Nature and
planted seeds of enlightenment for the future. This really
taught me all about what real Bodhisattvas do.

In 1976, Dharma Master Sure and I were the first ones
to get ordained at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. It
took me a long time to get to that point. I moved to Gold
Mountain Monastery in 1971. Every once in a while other
monks asked me, “When are you going to leave home?” 1
did not have the nerve to ask Shi Fu. Finally, in 1974, I
got up the nerve, bowed to Shi Fu and said, ‘Shi Fu, I'd
like to leave home.’

Shi Fu said, “What do you leave home for?’ I thought
it would make Shi Fu happy that I wanted to leave home,

______

but it didn’t. He said, “You want to leave home? I don’t

care. What I care about is if you will become a Buddha!
You need to focus on the right things.” He said, ‘First of all, you like
the Venerable Xuyun. You like him so much, but do you know what
he used to do? There was a time when he sat, and he didn’t move for
two weeks. That was before he got enlightened. Why did he do such a
stupid thing?’

‘T don’t know, Shi Ful’ I said. “The reason he did that was so
that people would respect the Buddhadharma and respect their own
cultivation. He worked so hard. He was a true Bodhisattva. That’s a
Bodhisattva’s deed. Even though he did not have the joy of Samadhi,
he had not attained it yet, he still did that for living beings. That is
the kind of mind he had. That is the kind of mind you must have for
cultivation.”

Heng Shan Shi said, “I followed the Venerable Master Hua for
many years. Not only did he educate and transform his disciples with
the Six Great Principles, but he himself also followed these Six Great
Principles. This helped me realize that Master taught by example. He
is our great advisor.”

Jin Xin Shi is from Taiwan. He shared his story of becoming a
monk, and encouraged everybody to study Buddhism with vigor and
persistence. Jin Xiao Shi is from Seattle and knows Chinese, English,
and Vietnamese. He encouraged all of us to be filial to and to respect
our parents, and to study Buddhism diligently so that we can fulfill our
responsibility as human beings.

When the two-hour long Dharma talk ended, everyone was filled
with Dharma bliss, and the verse of Dedication of Merit was sung by
a beautiful chorus. The sound reverberated around the entire Buddha
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