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Dharma Realm Buddhist Assocnatlon Participated in the Living Chan
Summer Camp at Bo Lin Chan Monastery in Hebei Province, China
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By Madalena Tan / English Translation by Michael Lu

(Continued from the front inner cover)

The theme of this year’s summer camp was “The Deep Kindness of Parents.” On
the first day of camp, Reverend Heng Sure quoted the Sutra of a Hundred Acts of
Filial Respect to introduce the theme: “Filial respect should be foremost because it is
emphasized by heaven and earth. With filial respect, entire families can be harmonious.
Those who are filial will have filial children, and their filial children will be learned
and worthy.” When he opened his mouth and spoke fluent Chinese, it made a deep
impression on many astonished campers. Reverend Sure is the first Western monastic

to attend in the history of the Living Chan Summer Camp!

e  Monk and His Mother

In the “Monk and his Mother” conference, the four monks—Dharma Master
Ming Hai, the abbot of Bo Lin Chan Monastery, Reverend Heng Sure and Dharma
Master Jin Chuan from the United States, and Dharma Master Hui Jing from
Xishuangbanna, Yunnan Province shared their initial encounters with Buddhism,
their experiences of leaving home-life, and the transformations of their family
members’ attitudes towards them.

Dharma Master Ming Hai, Reverend Heng Sure, and Dharma Master Jin Chuan
did not receive family support at first, but through interactions with their parents
and constant development of their cultivation and wisdom, they gradually gained
their parents’ acceptance and even became a source of pride for them! Among these
four Dharma Masters, only Dharma Master Hui Jing from Xishuangbanna received
family support when he was leaving the home-life. He is Blang, and the Blang people
believe that leaving the home-life is repaying one’s mother’s kindness and receiving

the Bhikshu precepts is repaying one’s father’s kindness!

e My Home is on the Road, the Path is under my Feet— Memoirs of an
American Pilgrim and a Chinese Pilgrim

This was a special talk on the afternoon of July 21%, 2016. It was a conversation

between two pilgrims, one American and the other, a Chinese. They were Reverend
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Heng Sure of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) in California and
Dharma Master Xin Ding of Bo Lin Chan Monastery in Hebei Province. It was
an open conversation of personal bowing experiences and memories of their
feelings and realizations.

Reverend Heng Sure took two years and six months to complete his 800-
mile bowing pilgrimage from Los Angeles to the CTTB in Ukiah, California
and kept a vow of silence for over six years starting from the pilgrimage. Dharma
Master Xin Ding made a vow to bow to the Four Holy Mountains in China.
During the conversation, photos, recordings, and additional explanation of their
bowing pilgrimages were included, thus further allowing everyone to feel as if
they were personally involved. This was especially the case when the campers saw
Dharma Master Xin Ding bowing in the freezing winds of Mount Jiuhua, with
some even moved to tears.

Both Dharma Masters described their realizations from their pilgrimages
as “subduing self-arrogance and increasing roots of goodness.” Reverend Heng
Sure believed that asphalt roads were not the only road one treads during a
bowing pilgrimage, but also the road of the mind. Furthermore, the spiritual

pilgrimage of the mind continues life after life and has no end!

*  How to Practice Filial Respect in the 21 Century

On July 23", Reverend Heng Sure gave a lecture on “How to Practice
Filial Respect in the 21* Century.” Besides campers at Bo Lin Monastery and
monastics from the Buddhist Institute, some volunteers came from as far away
as Heilongjiang and Liaoning Province to listen.

In this lecture, Reverend Heng Sure was able to fully and perfectly express
the meaning of “When the human way is completed, the Buddha Way is
accomplished”, which is a saying that the Venerable Master Hua often used to
instruct us. He further used the Confucian sayings “The gentleman attends to
the roots; once the roots are established, the Way comes forth" and "Filial respect
and brotherhood are the roots of a human” to describe how being humans and
even becoming Buddhas cannot be separated from practicing filial respect.

Reverend Heng Sure also spoke about Venerable Master’s emphasis on
education. Venerable Master not only spoke Buddhadharma, he also explained
Confucian texts and taught the principles of filial respect, forbearance, and
compassion. In addition, the Master established Instilling Goodness and
Developing Virtue Schools and Dharma Realm Buddhist University at CTTB.
Finally, Reverend Sure advised everyone to foster a mind of gratitude and
repaying kindness by studying Great Master Xing An’s Exhortation to Resolve
upon Bodpi.

The theme of this year’s summer camp at Bo Lin Monastery, “The Deep
Kindness of Parents,” gave everyone something important to think about. “The
tree wishes to be still, yet the wind does not cease. The child wishes to care
for his parents, but they do not wait.” Just as Dharma Master Ming Hai said,
“In Buddhism, there is both a material and spiritual aspect, both a mundanely
spiritual and an ultimately caring aspect in our lives to filial respect.” Every
one of us should reflect upon the important question of how to be filial to our

parents. &





