P, B T A A ——
20164 3 E IR B LU IFH S
Earth Store Bodhisattva,

Wonderful Beyond compare—

Reports from the 2016 Earth Store Session
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Excerpts Compiled by Editorial Staff

English Translation by Xin De
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respect is so important.

Loy Swee Lim:
I come from Singapore. By
“Affinity-

making Group” in Singapore. We

chance, T've joined an
recite the Earth Store Sutra for the
deceased to take them across.

This Affinity-making Group also
recites for sick people. I once saw
an ill person whose lower body was
completely paralyzed; however, after
our group recited the Earth Store Sutra
several times for him, his feet could
move freely. So I think the Earth Store
Sutra has an incredible power in it.

In the first chapter of the Earth

Store Sutra, we see the story of a Brahman woman who tried to help
her mother who fell into the hells. Also in the fourth chapter, the
woman Bright Eyes was trying to help her mother. Both these stories

are about a filial daughter saving her mother, which tells us that filial

Lastly, if your parents are still in the world, they are like future
Buddhas, so you need to be filial to them and wish them quickly to
realize Buddhahood. This is a method for you to plant your field

of blessings. If your parents are no longer alive, you can put up
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memorial plaques for them so that they can leave suffering, attain

bliss and be reborn in the Western Pure Land.
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Fangjun Liu:

I am lucky to come to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas with my
mother this time to attend the Earth Store session. My mother came from
China to visit me in New York. She has recited the Earth Store Sutra and
bowed the Earth Store Divination Repentance. 1 have also recited the Earth
Store Sutra before. Since we had long heard about Venerable Master Hua
and the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, we came here happily.

My mother and I were influenced by my grandmother on my mother’s
side to study Buddhism. Later, I was lucky to learn from some Dharma
Masters that the Earth Store Sutra is of great importance. For instance, in
the Trayastrimsha Heaven Assembly, limitless Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
came together. This kind of scale did not happen in all Dharma Assemblies.
Also, the World Honored One said “inconceivable” several times to praise
Earth Store Bodhisattva; the Buddha seldom praised people like this.
That's why I gradually developed faith in the Earth Store Sutra.

This time I saw people kneeling down during the session when reciting
the Earth Store Sutra at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. It reminded
me of Venerable Master Hua’s instructional talks in which he said, “It is
best to kneel down to recite the Earth Store Sutra because our mind of
respect can be developed this way.” In the first two days during my stay
here, I read on the bulletin board outside the Buddha Hall about Venerable
Master Hua’s instructional talk. He said, “Earth Store Bodhisattva blesses
us secretly.”

However, some people asked, “I have created these merits and virtues,
why haven’t I seen this Bodhisattva bless me?” Venerable Master Hua
answered, “Well, didn’t you take an airplane last time? It was destined
to crash, but that didn’t happen because Earth Store Bodhisattva blessed
you.” Yet another one asked, “I'm not afraid of anything.” Venerable
Master Hua said, “It’s because Earth Store Bodhisattva gave you courage.”

I feel that I also have been blessed by this Bodhisattva because I've
stayed calm and happy during this period of time. And I dare to stand here

to talk because the Bodhisattva lent me courage.

Xiaojun Shen:

I come from Shenzhen, Guangdong. I am a project manager as well as
a senior construction engineer. In 2004, the abbot of Hongfa (Spreading
the Dharma) Monastery, Dharma Master Ben Huan asked me to build the
Hongfa Buddha Hall, which was in the second phase of the construction
at the Hongfa Monastery. I obtained a copy of the Earth Store Sutra the
first time I visited Elder Master Ben Huan. I read it through carefully
and thoroughly. The Sutra somehow stirred up my feelings. My inherent
nature was probably recovered a little bit.

I remember it took me four hours the first time to finish reciting this
Sutra, and my face was bathed in tears. In the Earth Store Sutra, it says,
“[Good men and women] may want to fulfill millions of billions of vows

and to succeed in as many undertakings both in the present and the future.
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They need only take refuge with, gaze upon, worship, make offerings to,
and praise images of Earth Store Bodhisattva. In this way, their vows and
goals can all be realized.” For that reason, I insisted on reciting the Earth
Store Sutra, and it brought many blessings and protection to my life and
work.

However, in 2009, I fell seriously ill. I was sent to four different
departments of the hospital, but no diagnosis could come of it. Finally
I was sent to Liver Diseases Department. The doctor there gave me an
ultimatum, saying that I had only twenty to twenty-two days to live. I
could be hospitalized if I wanted to or I could go back home and prepare
my funeral arrangements.

I decided to be hospitalized because I wanted to live. I didnt forget
about reciting the Earth Store Sutra every day. I met the vice president of
Shenzhen Second People’s Hospital, Dr. Huang, during that time. He was
the pioneer of liver diseases research in China and was a Buddhist, too. He
told me that reciting the Earth Store Sutra is not limited to one time a day,
but it can be recited as many times as possible.

I recovered after 40 days of the doctor’s careful treatment and blessings
from the Buddhas. I am now 49 years old. I can carry a propane tank of
30 kg for other people from the first floor to the eighth floor without any
problem. That is the reason I can sit here today to share my insights with
you.

I have developed deep faith in the Earth Store Sutra since then. This
Sutra is the gateway for me to enter the door of Buddhadharma. It’s also
because of the Earth Store Sutra that I can tie up aflinities with the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas. In the beginning of this year, I took my wife
and daughter to CTTB. We meant to tour throughout the United States
starting from CTTB. However, we decided to stay at CTTB for over 40

days because of the atmosphere of learning here.

Feng-ming Tang:

I come from New Orleans, Louisiana. I have come to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas for the Earth Store session since 2002. However, in the
first few years, I couldn’ attend the whole session because I had to go back
home to take my daughter to school. In 2005, my daughter transferred
to another school. Finally we were able to come here for the whole Earth
Store session that year. We were both very excited.

It was summer time when we arrived at CTTB on a Saturday. After
midnight the next day, around 1:00AM on that Monday, floods came to
our city. Some areas were flooded eight feet in just one night. My home
was fine, just a little standing water in the garage. At that time, everyone
in town had to be evacuated. It took over twenty hours or more to drive
from Louisiana to Texas. The road was packed with cars. People had to
suffer hardship, heat and fear. I was free of the devastation of this disaster
because we rushed to come here. Therefore, I have come here on a yearly

basis since that experience because I feel that Earth Store Bodhisattva is
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indeed inconceivable.

I have been busy this year and have been in no mood for reciting the
Earth Store Sutra. 1 only recited the holy name of Earth Store Bohisattva
1,500 times a day starting three weeks before coming to CTTB. Halfway
through my recitation of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name, it rained for
twenty-four hours. However, our city was lucky, nothing serious happened.
But the capital city and another city were flooded. I am grateful to Earth
Store Bodhisattva for keeping us safe, so I came to attend the session again.

When there is something urgent, or when my mind is not at ease, I
will spontaneously ask help from Earth Store Bodhisattva. There was a time
when my family member was about to fly into a rage, but then he changed
completely and forgot to throw a tantrum before I had recited Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s name ten times. It is that incredible.

And then, my friend’s daughter was pregnant. Two months before
the baby was due, her doctor said that the baby was in a reversed and very
dangerous position. If the unborn baby had remained in the same position,
my friend’s daughter would have had to undergo an operation. Her father
then recited the Earth Store Sutra one time per day. Less than one month
later, when she went to see the doctor and got an exam again, the doctor
told her, “Wow! It’s miraculous! Your baby now has returned to the normal
position. Have you taken anything special?” So reciting the name of Earth

Store Bodhisattva and the Earth Store Sutra is as inconceivable as this.

Hongfei Bai:

Last night I asked help from Earth Store Bodhisattva and today I felt
that my afflictions disappeared. It is not that all my afflictions were gone,
but I have got some answers. People heard me talking about how going to
college is not easy for spiritual cultivation. Today I know that I'd better not
rely on the laptop or a phone. So I gave my phone to my mother and I use
a very simple phone. I dont use the computer at home, either. I only use
it when I am on the college campus. I will have much less attachments this
way. So I feel that it’s Earth Store Bodhisattva who helps me and allows me

to know that I need to let go of things.

Bhikshu Jin Yan:

Time is almost up. Today we listened to the Venerable Master’s taped
instructional talk at lunchtime. He said, “In this world, if I can puct filial
respect into practice, the world will become a better one.” This line made a
deep impression on me. We have seen many children in the Buddha Hall.
It’s a rare opportunity that they are able to hear the holy name of Earth Store
Bodhisattva and listen to the principle of filial respect. Just a while ago,
Layman Shen talked about the atmosphere of learning here. In the future,
people will gradually develop their learning of the Earth Store Sutra, the Sutra
of Earth Stores Ten Wheels, the Sutra for the Discernment of the Consequences
of Wholesome and Unwholesome Karma. We can study this Dharma door,
cultivate it and have achievements. Then we can lead people to further study

this Dharma door. &





