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TheTwenty-Fifth Patriarch,
Venerable Basiasita
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 11, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The Venerable Basiasita was from Kasmir. Before he was born, his mother
dreamed she obtained a mysterious sword. She then became pregnant.
When the Master was born, he held his left hand in a tight fist. His father
took him to see the Patriarch Lion to find out why this was. The Patriarch
put his hand out and said, “You can return my pearl now.” The Venerable
Basiasita immediately opened his fist and offered him a pearl. Thereupon
his father allowed him to leave home. The Patriarch shaved the child’s head
to ordain him, and said, “My teacher gave me a secret prediction that in my
transmission of Dharma there would be difficulties. I now transmit to you
the Treasury of the Vision of the True Dharma.”

After he obtained the Dharma, he hid away in the mountains. Then,
King Heavenly Virtue invited him to receive offerings. Later, Prince Supreme
Virtue ascended to the throne. He believed in a non-Buddhist religion and so
he caused the master difficulties. The Venerable One took out the robe and
showed it to the new king. The king ordered that the robe be burned. During
the burning, a five-colored luminescence prevailed, and when the wood was
consumed, the robe was as it had been—entirely unharmed. The king then
repented and bowed to Venerable Basiasita. Later, the Patriarch transmitted
the robe and the Dharma to Punyamitra. He then displayed spiritual powers,
creating fire by which he cremated himself. The pile of $arira that remained

on the ground was a foot high.

Commentary:
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The Venerable Basiasita, the twenty-fifth patriarch, was from Kas$mir.
Before he was born, his mother dreamed she obtained a mysterious sword.
She then became pregnant. First, there was the dream his mother had in which
a magic sword appeared. After that, she became pregnant. Should we consider
the dream true or false? We may say it was true, and yet it was still just a dream.
We may say it was false, and yet she did become pregnant. It is referred to as a
dream, and yet that kind of dream is crystal clear and thoroughly understood.
Her awareness was not dulled or confused. That kind of dream can be considered
true. Truly it was a dream, but a dream that was true. You can trust the truth in
it, and yet it was still just a dream.

When the Master was born, he held his left hand in a tight fist. From his
birth on, he was clenching something in his left fist. No one could figure out
how to get him to unclench his fist. No matter what anyone tried, he would not
relax his grip. Although he was an infant, his strength was incredible. He simply
would not open that fist. It was as if his hand had grown together like that. Over
time, his family members probably tried all sorts of methods to get him to open
his fist, but none of the methods worked. So when he was twenty years old, his
father took him to see Patriarch Lion to find out why this was. By then, his
father had no recourse but to take his son to see the twenty-fourth patriarch,
known as Bhikshu Lion, to find out the reason for the fist.

The Patriarch put his hand out and said, “You can return my pearl now.”
Originally the father asked the patriarch why his son would not open his fist.
But the Patriarch did not answer the question. Instead, he put his hand out. He
extended his hand palm upward as if to receive something and said, “You can
return my pearl now.”

The Venerable Basiasita immediately opened his fist and offered him
a pearl. It happened very quickly. He opened his fist and handed the twenty-
fourth patriarch, Simha, the pearl. Look at that! Venerable Simha knew the child
held a pearl in his hand.

Had the youngster stolen the wish-fulfilling pearl from Venerable Lion? No,
it was not stolen. It was evidence of a former prediction. The two of them had
made a pact long ago: “You hold this pearl in your hand and go to such-and-
such a place to get born. I'll come to that place and ask you for the pearl. You
return it to me and then your father will allow you to leave the home-life. If we
don’t do it this way, your father will never permit you to become a monk. So let’s
carry out this plan and when I find you and ask for the pearl, you give it to me.”

That was the agreement. And as it turned out, his father did exactly the right
thing. When he could not figure out why the child’s fist did not open, he went
to ask Venerable Lion. All the Venerable Lion had to say was, “Give me back
my pearl.”

Thereupon his father allowed him to leave home. He saw that his son
held a pear]l and, when the Patriarch asked for it, the child gave it to him.
Nothing more needed to be said. It was obvious that the child had affinities

with Venerable Lion. And so the father allowed him to leave home.

s0To be continued
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