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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary

CHAPTER ONE:

SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Some have been brought to accomplishment,
are being brought to accomplishment, or
will be brought to accomplishment. The
word accomplishment is the translation of a
Chinese noun compound f&5t. Considering
the two characters separately, what would %

chéng mean? It can be explained by the word

It can be explained by the word “lofty” jgao.

This description indicates that their level
of success was lofty. It can also be explained
as “filial,” #£xido, indicating respect and care
for their parents. Not everyone can carry the
burden that filial regard requires. Who can?
Well, in China, emperors could. Emperors of
old governed their empires using filiality. They
embodied the highest virtue. Here, the word
accomplishment includes the filial way in
which emperors governed their empires.

In this sutra, Earth Store Bodhisattva has
already helped beings realize Buddhahood; he
is now helping beings be Bodhisattvas; and
in the future he will continue to help beings
to realize the highest fruition—Buddhahood.
This refers to a three-stage process: Planting,
becoming mature, and reaching liberation.

1. In the planting stage, seeds are planted
in soil.

2. During the stage of becoming mature,
the plants ripen. For example, seeds of grain are
planted and then work is done to nurture and
irrigate them unitil they sprout, grow and ripen.

3. The stage of reaching liberation should
follow. In other words, he helps beings who

have not planted roots of goodness to begin
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planting them. For beings who have already planted roots of goodness, he helps
them multiply. For beings with multiple roots of goodness, he helps bring them to
maturity—helps them gain liberation. This is the three-stage process involved in
reaching “accomplishment.”

Manjushri said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, I have cultivated roots
of goodness for a long time. I, Manjushri, in the past, for an extended period of time,
nurtured roots of goodness. And I have certified to unobstructed wisdom. I already
have been proved to have attained unobstructed wisdom. Unobstructed wisdom refers
to the four kinds of unobstructed eloquence. The four kinds of unobstructed eloquence
are also known as the four types of unobstructed wisdom.

"The four unobstructed eloquences are:

1. The unobstructed eloquence in expounding the Dharma. The Dharma spoken
is well-grounded in principle. And yet this eloquence can delineate any given principle
into millions of principles and then bring those millions of aspects back to that singular
principle.

2. The unobstructed eloquence in explaining the meanings.

3. The unobstructed eloquence in turning a phrase. The words and phrases
chosen are full of principle.

4. The unobstructed eloquence that brings delight in speaking. Such a person is

happy to explain things.

Sutra:

When I hear what the Buddha says, I immediately accept it with faith. But
Hearers of small attainment, gods, dragons, and the rest of the eightfold division,
and beings in the future who hear the Thus Come One’s true words will certainly
harbor doubts. Even if they receive the teaching most respectfully, they will still be
unable to avoid slandering it. My only wish is that the World Honored One will
proclaim for everyone what Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva practiced and
what vows he made while on the level of planting causes that now enable him to

accomplish such inconceivable deeds.

Commentary:

‘When I hear what the Buddha says, I immediately accept it with faith. Since
I, Manjushri, cultivated Mahayana dharmas in the past, I believe instantaneously
what the Buddha says. But Hearers of small attainment, positions in the Theravadan
tradition such as Hearers and Those Who Enlighten to Conditions, gods, dragons,
and the rest of the eightfold division, such as yakshas, gandharvas, asuras, garudas,
kinnaras, and mahoragas and beings in the future who hear the Thus Come One’s
true words will certainly harbor doubts. Look, as truthful as the Buddha’s words are,
they are still skeptical, not to mention my disciples. Someone does not believe in my
explanation of the sutras and wants to run away. It is no wonder, considering what
Manjushri said about how all of those in the Eightfold Division do not believe and
question the Buddha’s spoken truths.

Some people think it is very normal to hear sutra lectures. Actually it is one of the
most difficult and rare things to hear sutra lectures live, especially in the United States.
How many places offer lectures following lines in the sutra text and explaining the
meaning word by word? None, or extremely few, in Western countries.

£ To be continued
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