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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary

CHAPTER TWENTY:
NEVER SLIGHTING BODHISATTVA

Revised version
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Commentary:

They suffered great agony in the
Avici Hell for a thousand kalpas.
After having settled the retribution
of their offenses, they once again met
with  Never-Slighting  Bodhisattva,
who taught and transformed them to
anuttarasamyaksambodhi. After they
had finished undergoing the retribution
of their offenses, they were once again
reborn as human beings, and met with the
Bodhisattva Never-Slighting again. He
taughtand transformed them to bring forth
the resolve for anuttarasamyaksambodpi,
the unsurpassed, right and equal, right

enlightenment.

Sutra:

Great Strength, what do you
think? Could the fourfold assembly
at that time who often slighted this
Bodhisattva be anyone else? They were
the five hundred Bodhisattvas including
Bhadrapala Bodhisattva and others
in this assembly; the five hundred
Bhikshus including Bhikshu Lion
Moon and others; and the five hundred
Upasakas including Sugatachetana and
others, all of who will now never retreat

from anuttarasamyaksambodbhi.

Commentary:

Great Strength, what do you think?
Could the fourfold assembly at that
time who often slighted this Bodhisattva

be anyone else? Do you know who the
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Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas and Upasikas of the fourfold assembly who
slighted Bodhisattva Never Slighting were at that time? They were none other
than persons familiar to you. Who are they?

They were the five hundred Bodhisattvas including Bhadrapala
Bodhisattva and others in this assembly. They were among the arrogant fourfold
assembly at that time. “Bhadrapala” is Sanskrit, meaning “Skillful in Guarding.”
In the past, he was arrogant and didn’t follow the rules, but having been taught
by Bodhisattva Never Slighting, he became one skillful in following the rules
and guarding the precepts. Among these five hundred Bodhisattvas, Bodhisattva
Bhadrapala was cited as the leader.

The five hundred Bhikshus including Bhikshu Lion Moon and others were
also among the arrogant fourfold assembly. There was one Bhikshu who roared
like a lion when he spoke the Dharma, and whose wisdom was like the moon,
and so he was called Lion Moon. And the five hundred Upasakas including
Sugatachetana and others were also among the arrogant fourfold assembly at
that time with Upasaka Sugatachetana as leader. All of who will now never
retreat from anuttarasamyaksambodhi. Now on the path to Buddhahood, the
unsurpassed, equal and right enlightenment, these people have cultivated to the

level where they would never retreat nor descend into the lower paths again.

Sutra:

Great Strength, you should know that this Dharma Flower Sutra greatly
benefits all the Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas and could enable them to arrive
at anuttarasamyakambodhi. Therefore, after the Tathagata’s passing, all
Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas should always receive, uphold, read, recite, explain

and copy out this Sutra.

Commentary:

Great Strength, you should know that this Dbarma Flower Sutra greatly
benefits all the Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas and could enable them to arrive at
anuttarasamyakambodhi. What great benefits does this Sutra bring? It could lead
all the great Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas to surely attain the fruition of unsurpassed,
equal and right enlightenment.

Therefore, after the Tathagatas passing, all Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas
should always receive, uphold, read, recite, explain and copy out this Sutra.
Because of this, all the great Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas should always receive,
uphold, read, recite, explain and copy out the Lotus Sutra. According to the
amount of merit and virtue a person creates, he will receive that much benefit. It
will absolutely not be in vain.

When listening to sutra lectures, it should be the case that the more we listen,
the more we want to hear; and the more we like to listen, the more often we get to
hear it. Studying the Buddhadharma should be even more delightful than eating
honey. The Buddhadharma is sweet dew. Sweet dew is the medicine of immortality
from heaven. By listening to the Buddhadharma, people can turn from confusion
to awakening and change their lack of understanding to understanding. Why did
the Buddha speak the Dharma? It is so that living beings can understand it.

$0To be continued
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