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Dharma Realm Buddhist University held its Fall 2016 Convocation
ceremony at the Sudhana Center in Ukiah on August 16*. Twelve new
students joined the family of Dharma Realm Buddhist University. They
were introduced to the faculty, staff and returning students as well.

President Susan Rounds pointed out that students, faculty and staff
are here because they have a desire to examine their own lives in the
light of the wisdom traditions of the ages, and that they are here because
they believe that intellectual endeavor without a moral compass is an
empty exercise. She quoted Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, “Education
is without beginning or end. There is not a single location that is not a
place of learning, and there is not a single moment that is not a time for
learning.” She continued, “We can keep our good roots nurtured with
the soil of our diligent effort and our sincere and patient attentiveness
to the work before us.”

Dharma Master Heng Liang, Dean of Student Affairs, said that
students who have gone through our program so far have said that their
experience here was transforming, and that upon graduation, they were
completely different people from when they entered. “We took this to
mean that their transformation was positive and life-enriching. I wish
the same for all of you.” She also said that new students are required to

enter their names into ‘the book.” “This book is a living record of those
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who have ‘entered the Dharma Realm’'—a rare and precious group of
people who we expect will become your life-long friends.”

Ron Epstein, the president emeritus of DRBU, noted that students
will get an education here that is not available anywhere else on the
globe. He said, “Not only does this education involve your intellect
but it will also engage your emotions and activate your own inherent
compassion and wisdom.” He ended his remarks with an interesting
Buddhist story: “A student is on one side of a raging river. There are no
bridges. He has no boat. He shouts out to the master on the opposite
bank. ‘How do I get to the other side?” The master shouts back: “You
are on the other side.”

Dr. Epstein’s story won him a round of applause. One student felt
this story tells us that everyone is replete with the Buddha nature, and
that there is no need to look for it outside. The focus of DRBU classes
is to help students understand this principle.

Both Chinese and Western classics are part of curriculum. This
year a new class, “Indian Classics” has been added. There are also new
extracurricular activities this semester: morning meditation from 7 a.m
to 8 a.m, as well as the Three Treasures Tea Club.

In the summer of 2016, DRBU obtained Candidacy status
for accreditation from the WASC Senior College and University
Commission (WSCUC). Franklyn Wu, DRBU Assistant Professor
and Accreditation Liaison Officer, explained that this does not affect
students’ financial aid. With Candidacy, DRBU, as an institute, is now
eligible for Federal Title IV funding. No students currently enrolled

will be asked to take out students loans. Notice of Candidacy with

WSCUC can be included with transcripts upon request. &
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