SFHEN 2016 2ESHE

2016 Youth Summer Camp
at theCity of Ten Thousand Buddhas

* Kindness and a Splash of Water-filled Fun
—2016 IG/DVBS Boy’s Summer Camp

By Daron Fang (Alumnus of Developing Virtue Boys School)
Chinese Translation by Min Zhang

The 2016 Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Boys’ Summer Camp was
packed with fun, creative, and educational activities for the kids. The focus was
on the school’s core values which include kindness, the theme of this year’s camp.
This year the boys’ camp had about 75 students and 18 counselors, with 36 dorm
students.

Our camp this year was organized to be more fun and enjoyable for the
kids. The core classes remained the same, but some additional fun activities
were added in. The new class additions included group activities led by recent
graduate Aaron So, which replaced community service time, much to the delight
of the students. Additionally, a new smash hit with the kids was a Vinyasa-style
Yoga class taught by veteran counselor Riley Fong. Yoga class was one of the new
extracurricular classes. Students could choose from Dragon Dance, 24 -Seasons
Drumming or Yoga.

On the weekend, students were able to get outdoors and explore the City.
The campers were first taught to take care of their own living space by cleaning
the dormitories. They spent the rest of Saturday afternoon at Todd Grove Park
for lunch and sports. Sunday was action-packed, with a morning hike up the
mountain behind the City, followed by the students’ favorite water games
competition.

The 2016 Boys Summer Camp was marked with many educational
moments, fun, bonds of new and old friendship, and training for both the
students and counselors. Efforts of the volunteer teachers and counselors helped
make this summer camp a blast, and were hoping that many of us can return

next year to keep the tradition and excitement going!
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* 2016 Girls Summer Camp Report

by Chris Ruan (Grade 10 of Developing Virtue Girls School)

Chinese Translation by Elaine Jiang

“Jie Jie, come push me on the swings!” Every day during recess, the
kids from the youngest group would joyfully cry out to the counselors.
It was tiring work. But when we saw the little kids were so happy, we
became happy, too.

This year, there were 68 campers in all, hailing from all over the
world to attend this unique and wonderful summer camp. The campers
included local students as well as some hailing from China, Malaysia,
and Japan. Everyone enjoyed the camp. Not only did the students learn
many useful things from the teachers, but they also had lots of fun
making new friends and experiencing different and new traditions.

This year, the theme of the summer camp was kindness. All the
students had arts and crafts class. In these classes, not only did they
learn how to do different projects which were creative and artistic, but
they also learned how to use recycled/re-usable materials. Using the
recycled materials instead of throwing them away, they learned to be
kind towards the planet. On the last day of camp, there was a kindness
shop which included some of the projects the students made during
their two-week stay.

The youngest group, ages from 3 to 8, learned to make vegetarian
foods and then ate them during the afternoon snack time. They also had
memorization with Dharma Master Fu. They memorized Buddhist texts
in a fun, rhythmic way. Throughout the memorization time, you could
hear the cheerful recitation of the children throughout the hallways and
outside of the building.

Lastly, this camp could not have happened without the many
teachers, volunteers, and counselors helping out. The hard work of
these teachers brought delight and joy to students from all over the
world. Each day was filled with fun and exciting activities in which the
students learned new things. In conclusion, just like in previous years,
the 2016 Summer Camp was awesome and unique, and was enjoyed by

everyone involved. &
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