The Buddha Jewel Emits Limitless
All-Encompassing Light
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A talk given by Dharma Master Heng Chih on August 27, 2016
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at the Ribbon-cutting Ceremony of the Infinite Light Solar Farm at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Chinese Translation by Zhong Yi
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The Sun, a star named
Sol, continually generates
4 x 10 to the 23rd power
of kW energy. Thats the
number 4 with 23 zeros
after it! Symbolically we
can equate Sol’s radiance to
the light of wisdom, which
is fully functional in fully-
awakened beings.

The first line of a verse
for the mantra syllables sh:
Jfo la shi fo la says: The Buddha Jewel emits limitless all-encompassing
light. The modules, made of crystalline silicon, are normally octagonal,
which is the shape of the Shurangama platform. The octagonal modules
take the light from the Sun and convert it to DC current. There are
white diamond-like shapes within the octagonal modules.

Symbolically we can equate the crystalline silicon-captured direct-
current energy to direct truth. The modules act as the platform that
point straight to our inherent nature. Our inherent nature is pure —
like the clean energy that solar power generates. Every living being has
this inherent nature, which can be likened to vajra — strong, radiant,
and keen, symbolized in the repetitive little white diamond-like shapes
within each module.

The second line of a verse for the mantra syllables shi fo la shi fo la
says: That light shines on the treasury of empty space in the Dharma

Realm. The inverters, mini companions of the modules, take in DC—
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direct current—and send out AC—alternating current. Symbolically we can
equate these mini-inverters to skillful expedient devices that convert direct
truth into alternative truths, flexible and appropriate, with dual perspectives
that can be accepted and used by those of us in this world of dualities.

The third line of a verse for the mantra syllables shi fo la shi fo la says:
Truth can open up, be revealed, be awakened to, and be entered by us,
using proper knowledge and views. The efficiency, the functional rate
of success, depends on how well photons of light excite electrons into a
higher state of energy, allowing them to act as charge carriers for an electric
current. The efficiency of solar capture and output is improving. It crossed
the 20 percent mark for monocrystalline silicon—the kinds of panels we see
here—in 2012.

Symbolically we can equate solar power efficiency to how well each of
us lives our lives, how well we carry on our practices, how well we behave as
human beings. Are we making progress? Are the things we are doing public-
spirited in ways that benefit all humankind? Are we living lightly on the
land so that our footprints—our carbon prints—are kept minimal in order
to ensure the sustainability of the environment we share? Ultimately, our
personal efficiency quotient is going to be equivalent to how long it takes
each of us to perfect ourselves.

The final line of a verse for the mantra syllables shi fo la shi fo la
says: Each of us can reach the unsurpassed Bodhi of those ultimately
awakened. The function of the mantra syllables shi fo la shi fo la is that of
emitting light. This solar field carries the name Infinite Light. In closing, I'd
like to chant these syllables a few times—and welcome any of you who want
to join me—trusting that the power of these syllables will contribute to the

efficiency and efficacy of this solar process. &
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