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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY

TRAK

Benjamin Franklin continueq
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on February 13, 1988
English Translation by Wei Zhang

A verse in praise of him says:
Before conferring a great task, Heaven makes him toil bitterly.
Suffering both hunger and cold, he perseveres in his studies.
Never complaining, never resentful,
steadily progressing despite the odds.
He proclaims the ideals of America,

laying the foundation of the country.

Commentary:

Before conferring a great task, Heaven makes him toil bitterly.
Although he did not serve as a president, he still made great contributions to
the political sphere of the US. His achievements were just like what was said
in Mencius, “Thus, when Heaven is about to confer a great office on any man,
it first exercises his mind with suffering, and his sinews and bones with toil...”
That means, Heaven put him through much suffering.

Suffering both hunger and cold, he perseveres in his studies. Although
he was in such a difficult situation, he still kept reading and learning, and
devoted himself to literary research.

Never complaining, never resentful, steadily progressing despite the

odds. He never complained about hardship to anyone whatsoever. He was
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always quick in learning and never felt embarrassed to seck instruction from others, even
from those below him (in terms of seniority, position, or status).

He proclaims the ideals of America, laying the foundation of the country. He
was a signatory to some peace treaties, as well as one of the drafters of the Declaration of
Independence. These were all done for the good of the country, and for establishing the

country’s prestige, thereby laying an excellent foundation for the US.

Another verse says:

Working industriously in pursuit of his goal.

He is repeatedly criticized and treated with disdain.

In a moment of insight he understands electricity.

Prior to that he had developed gas lighting.

His invention of bifocals enables viewing both near and far.
Through his efforts as a founding father,

he is a role-model for the world.

His strategies of diplomacy shines from the past up to the present.

With his characteristic humility, he is truly a sage.

Commentary:

Working industriously in pursuit of his goal. He started his own business.

He is repeatedly criticized and treated with disdain. Although people looked
down upon him and gave him negative comments, he still endured that. He did not
burst out for such minor things, because “a little impatience spoils great plans.”

In a moment of insight he understands electricity. He realized the two opposite
principles of the nature as Yiz and Yang. He understood the essence of how the negative
and positive electrical charges circulated which he discovered in lightning.

Prior to that he had developed gas lighting. He improved the lighting using gas
energy.

His invention of bifocals enables viewing both near and far. People with eyesight
problems could benefit from bifocal glasses, as an external aid, to clearly see both afar
and near. The near-sighted can see a bit farther with the glasses, and the far-sighted can
see a bit closer. This kind of bifocal glasses well combines the two features together.

Through his efforts as a founding father, he is a role-model for the world. He
was one of the great founding fathers of the US and he serves as a role-model for the
entire world. His example is to be admired and learnt by people all over the world.

His strategies of diplomacy shines from the past up to the present. He signed the
peace treaties for the US with Great Britain and France. He established sound national
founding principles of the US, which is efficacious and inspiring up to now.

With his characteristic humility, he is truly a sage. He heard the words from the
elder, “To avoid thumps, you have to keep your head down.” These words taught him to
be always modest, polite, kind and humble to others. Therefore, he established a great

business and succeeded with great achievements. #





